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I shall be writing to all parents in the next few days to share our
strategy for the phased return to school after half term. There is
both apprehension and excitement felt about a return to school;
suffice to say, we maintain a close watch out for the latest guidance
and advice and have worked tremendously hard to ensure that we
have safe systems in place for when we do return. Meanwhile, let us
reflect on the fantastic achievements of our pupils.

Coming in on a Wing and a Prayer
I had been looking for the perfect song to sum up our
efforts and our cheerfully collective response to adversity.
Mr Curnow found it for me when he sent me his reworked
version of a wartime classic (1943). I hope everyone has
enjoyed singing the song especially as we were able to sing
it on National Thank a Teacher Day last Wednesday. Children and staff are working towards a recorded version…

The artwork contained within this edition and the glimpses of some
fantastic academic work being undertaken demonstrates the quality
achieved by children and their teachers over the past five weeks of
Home Learning. We began term with our new Home Learning hub,
we quickly resolved various teething issues and began to produce
some lovely results. I am optimistic that what the children have
learnt about IT skills and their need to produce work to a deadline,
to check and recheck, to research and improve, will stand them in
good stead when they return to a more normal programme of school
-based learning.

All of our kids are missing, lockdown’s closed the gates
Yes, half of our staff are furloughed and we’re missing all
our mates
It's time for some home learnin', a rapid change of tone
Yet lessons still keep on comin'
We’re home but not alone!

It is been heartening to talk with the children online and see how
much they truly enjoy the company of their friends and how they
respond so positively to their teachers. We have also been lucky
enough to enjoy their talents which they have
shared so enthusiastically
through their class lessons
and in our online assemblies. We saw evidence in
Form 2’s Talent Show which
included Teddy’s daredevil
stunt riding, Edward’s driving skills, Lexi’s gymnastics
and Beau’s magic skills!
This week we drew attention to World Bee Eryn provided an excellent
instructional
artwork
Day with the help of the excellent Bee
demo.
artwork produced by Form 1 (see page 9)

Comin' in on a wing and a prayer,
Comin' in on a wing and a prayer,
With all the pupils gone,
We can still carry on,
Comin' in on a wing and a prayer.
We still work (We still work),
We still play (We still play),
Yes, we’ll really hit our targets for today (today),
How we sing altogether as one school,
We’re online while Mr Jones is in the hall,
With our SG crew aboard,
And our trust in the Lord,
Comin' in on a wing and a prayer.
Glory be, hallelujah
Glory be, hallelujah!
Hallelujah on a wing and a prayer!
We still work (We still work)…. Repeat chorus
McHugh/Adamson arr. Curnow/Jones

DRAGON ACROSTICS
Prep 3 have written some wonderful acrostic poems in English lessons this week.
Dragon Acrostic Poem by Frank
D

angerous, dastardly, dumb and disobedient

R

apid, roaring, red with rage

A

ngry, awful and annoyed

G

loomy, grumpy and gigantic

O

fficially offensive

N

ot nice neighbours.

Dragon Acrostic Poem by Elis
D

Do you know a dragon?

R

Rory is his name

A

And snap is his favorite...

G

Game.

O

Once he starts to play

N

No one will get in his way.

Dragon Acrostic Poem by Clemmie
D

ouglas the dragon so big and so strong, You could smell him a mile off as he really did pong.

R

usty old toenails that clicked and clocked, get out of the way or you will get knocked.

A

ngry and fierce his teeth so sharp they could pierce.

G

hastly giant warts that ooze out yellow pus, so much liquid it could fill a bus.

O

range eyes enormous and bright, watch out Douglas is always ready to fight.

N

othing frightens Douglas dragon, not even an army wagon.

YEAR 1’S SUNFLOWER GALLERY
What better way to celebrate this glorious sunny weather than with Year 1’s equally glorious sunflower
paintings! Ellen’s wonderfully colourful sunflowers are on our front cover today. Year 1 have also been growing
sunflower plants as part of their Science lessons from seeds sent out by Mrs Newman at the beginning of lockdown, back in March. They have been measuring them and the winner is James B who has grown his sunflower
to 25cm!

PREP 3 DRAGON POEMS

Go down to the magical pet shop,
And hear the dragons roar!

More wonderful dragon work from Prep 3.
‘The Magical Pet Shop’ by Anya
Do you want a pet dragon?
But they don’t sell them at your local pet store.
Go down to the magical pet shop, and hear the dragons roar.

‘My Dragon’ by Sophie
Oh my dragon, my dragon, my dragon
The trouble that he causes
He walked past a shop
Then soon ate the lot!

I like the bright blue ones,
they usually come with pink tongues.
Pick a dragon that's a bit like you or get it when it’s
still young

Oh my dragon, my dragon, my dragon
The things that he does
He ate the gate,
He’s not my mate
All because of the trouble he causes.

Do you want a pet dragon?
But they don't sell them at your local pet store.
Go down to the magical pet shop, and hear the dragons roar.
“Roar roar!” screech the dragons.
“Oh no, oh no!” you shout.
Everything is going wrong with dragons flapping
about!
Do you want a pet dragon?
But they don’t sell them at your local pet store.

Oh my dragon, my dragon, my dragon
I’d live much better without him
Once an old man exclaimed to me….
“Your dragon has come round
to tea!”
Oh my dragon, my dragon, my dragon
Maybe there’s a reason he’s here.
He catches dinner, keeps away pests,
My friends say he’s one of the best
Maybe there’s a reason he’s Mr Chinese New Year!

NEWS FROM NURSERY
The challenges for our Nursery children this week have included ‘Make a Bug Hotel’, a ‘Floating & Sinking Experiment’ and ‘Wash your Bike or Scooter’. Alasdair also built his name out of blocks. Well done everyone!

LUNCHTIME CHALLENGE
Prep 3 were challenged to design and make their own lunch!

PREP 4 EYES OF COLOUR
Prep 4 have been inventive with the colour wheel again this week!

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM!
@springgroveschool
#springgroveschoolkent

PREP 6
Prep 6 have done some great English work this week. Thank you to Evie and Zara.
Stanley’s truthful letter home
Dear Mum and Dad,
Where should I start? Camp Green Lake is AWFUL! I’m sorry I lied to you, I just didn’t want you
to worry. At this camp you have to wake up at 4 every morning and dig a whole 5 feet deep and 5
feet wide, oh no, as if this isn’t mind numbing enough, we have to do it in the merciless heat with
very little water. At the end of the day we get a 4 minute shower, but if I’m honest I was too
burnt out to even pick up the soap.
I don’t know how many more holes I’ll be able to dig, they make us do one hole each day, apparently digging holes is character building. What do you think of this torturous “Character Building”? In
my opinion this is making my character even worse, digging holes is so painstakingly awful, it makes
me feel even more angry and likely to commit a crime.
Please understand that I didn’t steal the shoes, the real thief must have changed his mind when
he/she saw the police and chucked the shoes down to me. I thought the shoes were a blessing, a
sign that dad would accomplish his dream of inventing something, it was too much of a coincidence
that dad is trying to invent a way to recycle sneakers then a pair come flying down and land on top
of me.
I really miss you, and I hope our bad luck will soon turn around, I’ll be truthful, I don’t think the
Yelnats family will ever be lucky.
Love from Stanley.
Evie 6S

YEAR 2 WORK THIS WEEK
Mrs Brogan-Jones was the special guest on Thursday’s live -treamed assembly, and she told us about some of
the fantastic work that Year 2 have been doing recently. They are still inspired by their ‘Rainforest’ theme and
this week have produced some cheeky tree frogs and some inventive similes.

Piranha fish have teeth like
knives
Daddy is as smelly as a wet dog
The vines are like spaghetti

The howler monkey was as loud as a car horn
The river dolphin was as smooth as glass
The tarsier had huge round eyes like two shiny footballs
The poisonous dart frog is as dangerous as Covid-19.

A detective is as smart as a spider
Ice cream is as cold as the Arctic
My pencil case is as smooth as a rock

The jaguar spots were as black as coal
A snake is as slippery as ice
A jaguar is as fast as a Ferrari
The sloth was as slow as a glacier

The toucan glides through the sky like an aeroplane
The frog jumps around like a bouncy ball
The anteater sucks up the ants like a hoover
A sloth is as slow as a car with a flat tyre

WORLD BEE DAY
Wednesday 20 May was World Bee Day and Year 1 was buzzing with artistic
ideas...!

CHEESY GRINS!
There are a lot of wobbly teeth around ... We thought it
would be fun to have a cheesy grin gallery—keep sending
in the pictures to HomeLearning@springgroveschool.co.uk!

WANTED!!
This week the Under the Sea theme has continued in Reception with some great artwork, a puffer fish and some impressive pirate writing and posters.

-

EVIE’S ECO CHALLENGE
MILES CYCLED SO FAR: 400!
Evie is cycling 953.1 miles (the distance from Ashford to
Warsaw) to raise funds for an eco charity to be chosen
by the SG Eco Council. So far she has raised £420 towards her target of £500.
Please support Evie by donating to her JustGiving page:
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/evie-lislespringgroveschool?
Have a great
half term cycling Evie!

OUT OF DOORS
Another week of online learning and our pupils continue to send in pictures of an astounding variety of pastimes
and exploits in the great outdoors. It’s fantastic to see what you’ve all been doing this week. Keep sending in the
photos to HomeLearning@springgroveschool.co.uk

SG PTA
Committee:
Chair - Suzie B (chair@sgpta.co.uk)
Secretary - Vicky D
Treasurer - Vicky J (treasurer@sgpta.co.uk)
2nd Hand Uniform - Carine B
Class Reps:
Teddies - Alex C
Nursery - Kerry D
Reception - Emma P
Year 1 - Rachel P-S & Melanie S
Year 2 - Sophia M-J
Prep 3 - Holly A & Nathalie B

Prep 4 - Alex C & Melanie S
Prep 5 - Carine B & Janette M
Prep 6 - Louise C-S
If you would like to place an advert in the Messenger, please
email chair@sgpta.co.uk for costs and terms & conditions.
£10 per term; £5 for part of a term.

SG PTA Summer Ball
and Alumni event
Sadly the SG PTA Summer Ball and the SG Alumni event,
both due to take place on Saturday 13 June, have now
been cancelled due to the Covid-19 pandemic and lockdown.

CONGRATULATIONS
Austen: Ella BM, Lexi Murray, Isabelle D
Chaucer: Jenson B,George R, Sophie O’G, Rafael B,
Chester L,
Conrad: James B, Edward G, Rufus H, Lucas K, Daniel B,
Edward CS, Pollyanna D
Dickens: Lily E, Aeva P, Scarlett WJ, Georgina L, William
L

Jelly the Giraffe
Winner
1. Chaucer 700
2. Austen 531
3. Conrad 485
4. Dickens 438

