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FAREWELL... 
 

As the year draws to an end we are sadly saying goodbye to several members of staff. 
 
During her 7-year association with the school, Lucinda Lucy has perhaps achieved the 
grand slam of parental involvement. She has been a volunteer, a Teaching Assistant, a 
Teacher and a parent to talented twins, Georgina and William. All that remains, perhaps, is 
a governorship! Lucinda has been a wonderful support to her fellow staff in Early Years and 
has played an important role as key worker and latterly as Reception teacher. She complet-
ed her time at the school with an impressive performance during this lockdown term in 
which she successfully engaged with her pupils online and then brought them back into 
school ensuring they had a safe and vibrant classroom in which to learn. The happy faces 
of the children confirmed the success. I am very grateful to Lucinda for all she has done for 
the school, for the dynamic work she does with the children and the fact that she whips up 
her Reception into a sort of frenzy of excitement during our lockdown singalongs!  We 
wish her and family all the very best for the future. 
 
Colin Knowles first joined the school in 1986 when the then headmaster, Niall Washington Jones, set 
about the task of transforming the school from a pre-prep into one that offers education to Year 6. It 
is certainly true that Colin has undoubtedly left the school more frequently than anyone else! He has 
always been an outstanding class teacher, he was Deputy Head for many years and Acting Head 
when the school transitioned to its present status as a charity. Since leaving in 2004, Colin has taught 
at St Mary’s Westbrook and Kent College and in recent years, he has often returned to help cover 
important staff gaps. He has been a popular tutor to pupils outside school and since January he has 
been a brilliant maths and form teacher helping the children prepare for essential forthcoming ex-
ams. We have enjoyed a wonderful association with Mr Knowles over the years and wish him all the 
very best. I am sure we shall see him again soon! 
 
We have enjoyed having Sophie Giles as part of our support team as Teaching Assistant in 
Key Stage 1 over the past few years and are grateful to her for her commitment and enthu-
siasm. We wish her all the best as she takes up teacher training studies at Canterbury 
Christchurch. Rebecca Weston joined as a TA in the Autumn Term 2018 and we have en-
joyed her expertise and enthusiasm over the past two years. She is a talented athlete who 
has represented England as a middle distance and cross-country runner and, as an elite 
runner has been pursuing a more rigorous training programme. We are very grateful for 
her contribution over the past two years and wish her all the best for the future.   



 

 

FAREWELL FROM MR AND MRS JONES 
 

Lockdown has dominated the year and the reality of coronavirus has shifted the way in which we operate. Sad 
and surreal it may have been, but I have been 
struck by how positively everyone has re-
sponded. The children who have returned 
have clearly appreciated the value of true 
friendship as well as resuming their work in 
class. The teachers have adapted to a new 
way of delivering their lessons and have 
worked tirelessly to communicate from re-
mote locations. Everyone has learnt new tech-
nical skills which will undoubtedly remain 
with us when life returns to normal. There-
fore whilst it has been testing and subdued, it 
has also been an exhilarating experience. For me, it has also been as challenging as my first few terms, given that 
2008 saw the onset of global recession.  
 
Whatever the circumstances, Hilary and I have thoroughly enjoyed the privilege of leading a school. From the 
moment we drove into the school feeling that we would send our own children here, we have felt welcomed by 
staff and parents. We have laughed and learnt through the years and enjoyed the many events, both planned 
and unplanned. We have been driven by the wish to see our pupils blossom and develop a love of learning and 
move onto the best senior schools for them. We have delighted in their academic success but also in the won-
derful teaching that takes place in every stage of the school. We have been thrilled to have overseen SG’s musi-
cal journey, the artistic and dramatic endeavours, the sporting developments and the appearance of Forest 
School on the curriculum.  Successive inspection reports have described our development and highlighted the 
happy and friendly ethos that permeates every part of the school.   
 
I have been very lucky to have enjoyed the support of enthusiastic Governors and a wonderful Senior Manage-
ment Team over the years. Two constants amongst these have been Dawne Sweetland, our Chair of Governors 
who has tirelessly overseen the school’s progress for the past 17 years, and our Bursar, Sarah Peirce who has bril-
liantly managed the school’s finances and non-teaching team of staff. I am deeply indebted to these two ladies 
who have poured so much energy and expertise into the life of the school. It has been a pleasure to work along-
side a staff team of such talented and dedicated professionals and it has been a continuous joy to have worked 
with the children, the very reason for our existence! Even when times have been tough, it is the pupils who have 
made our job meaningful and kept us laughing.   
 
CS Lewis, one of my all-time heroes, stated that he wrote the sort of stories (referring to his Narnia series) that 
he would like to have read when he was a child. I have been driven by the desire to run the kind of school I 
would like to have attended when I was a boy. I hope you have enjoyed the past few years as much as we have.  
 
It is perhaps unusual in schools at least to arrange an overlap with ones 
successor but in this most unusual of years it seems to have been an in-
spired idea. It has been a privilege to work with Theresa Jaggard as she 
prepares to take over from September 2020. She has been able to get to 
know pupils and families, to have enjoyed quality time with her manage-
ment team and to have played an important part in the (albeit) abbreviat-
ed musical life of the school. I think the school community should be very 
excited about the future under the guidance of Mrs Jaggard. We wish eve-
ryone all the best for the new academic year. 
 
Thank you for having us!  
 
Bill and Hilary Jones 



 

 

FAREWELL TO PREP 6! 
 
We couldn’t do everything as normal, but Prep 6 still had a big Spring Grove send-
off at the end of their last term in the school, with trips to the Water Park at Lydd,  
the double-decker bus arrival on the last day and an open-air, socially distanced 
Prize Giving. We are so proud of all our Prep 6 leavers—good luck in your new 
schools and please come back to see us soon! 



 

 

FAREWELL TO MR JONES—SPEECHES 
 
On Friday 10 July we said goodbye to Mr and Mrs Jones in a final farewell assembly—live-streamed as all of our assemblies 
have been since lockdown began in March. You can read below the speeches that were given by the Chair of Governors, Mrs 
Dawne Sweetland, and by our Deputy Head Pastoral, Mrs Becky Saxby. 
 
Chair of Governors, Mrs Dawne Sweetland 

“I would like to start by giving my personal thanks to everyone here at SG for all your hard work and adaptability since the 
Covid-19 pandemic broke in the UK back in February this year. We found ourselves dealing with an unprecedented set of 
circumstances in which teachers and colleagues had to become experts in IT and online learning almost overnight. I was im-

pressed with the speed with which SG built a 
website to improve the online learning expe-
rience for the children, and the dedication of 
all the staff to delivering the curriculum un-
der exceptional circumstances.  
 
As everyone embarked on a very different 
educational experience, it was extremely im-
portant to maintain the sense of school com-
munity, and Bill’s daily assemblies have 
played a vital part in keeping everyone in 
touch since lockdown began. ‘Mr Jones’ has 
presided from a sometimes lonely-looking 

school Hall, but always keeping the children, their work, their activities and of course music at the heart of everything he 
does. (I am also told by some parents that assembly time was a welcome respite for a cup of coffee while the children sat 
eagerly in front of their screens waiting to listen to Mr Jones!) To the many colleagues who put in the hours on a Chrome-
book in their kitchens, studies, conservatories and garden sheds to make home learning a success - thank you. You have 
done a brilliant job of upholding the school motto ‘ALWAYS DO YOUR BEST! I am extremely proud of you all. 
 
Now to turn to Mr and Mrs Jones - Bill and Hilary - who have been central to everything that has happened at SG since their 
arrival in 2008.  Bill’s passion and enthusiasm for education and music shone through from the beginning. A good Head 
should be aligned to the mission and values of the school, as well as having the vision and adaptability to lead the school 
into the future - whatever that might hold. From their arrival at SG, Bill and Hilary have lived and breathed Spring Grove’s 
mission and values to make our school a ‘happy family-orientated school that gives every child the space and opportunity to 
grow with confidence, academically and holistically, in a changing world.’  
 
Under Bill’s leadership SG has gone from strength to strength. Academically the school has flourished, preparing children for 
a wide range of senior schools including all the local independent schools. We have also seen an increase in the numbers of 
our leavers going to grammar schools, with the highest Kent Test results since Mr Knowles was in charge 17 years ago.  
 
Bill is instinctively child-centred in his thinking - find 
me another school where the pupils write all the car-
ols for the school Christmas service! As a parent com-
mented to me: “It is clear that the children come first 
in his approach to head mastering”... and from an-
other “I love that he’s so engaged with the chil-
dren…” He also loves to push the boundaries on risk 
assessments - again find me any other school in the 
land that would hold an Octogenarian Olympics... ! 
But the children have gained massively from his vi-
sion and flair, from his willingness always to go the 
extra mile, from his inspiration and care. One of Bill’s 
favourite assessments of SG is that the school is the 
home to ‘free-range children’ - children who are al-
lowed to grow and develop at their own pace, to find 
and develop their talents, and to leave SG as confi-
dent, interested and interesting people. Again a comment from a parent says it all: “Mr Jones allows our son to embrace his 
quirks and special interests which other heads would probably not care about or have time to engage with.” 
 



 

 

 
Of course I can’t talk about Bill, or Hilary, without making reference to their love and talent for music of all kinds. Bill is most 
definitely the ‘greatest showman’, with an unshakeable belief that there’s not much in the world that can’t be addressed 
and possibly fixed by a song - even Covid-19 got the hand-washing and viral musical treatment… I must also pay tribute to 
Hilary who has led the music teaching, managed the Visiting Music Teachers, and done a myriad of other musical tasks in-
cluding rehearsing shows, organising exams and concerts, training choirs - much of it in her own time. We owe both Hilary 
and Bill a huge vote of thanks for the excellence of the music and other creative arts at SG, and I am very sorry we could not 
have a final Summer Concert a few weeks ago to celebrate everything they have done.  
 
The legacy of Bill and Hilary has to be Music, so as well as promising to continue this legacy, and in tribute to Mr Jones and 
the joy of music that he and Hilary have brought to the school, we are going to rename the Music Room. A new plaque will 
soon be ready to re-dedicate the ‘Bill Jones Music Room’, a very fitting tribute to a remarkable musician. During Bill’s time 
music has echoed around every corner of the school... and I am certain it will continue to do so. 
 

As governors we are positive that in Mrs Jaggard we have found someone who will continue the heartbeat of the school. I 
would like to say thank you to Mr Jones for being so gracious and welcoming to Mrs Jaggard this last term. I am sure she 
would say that it has been of enormous benefit for her to have this term of handover and to witness all of our Summer term 
idiosyncrasies.   
 
Bill and Hilary - we want to say thank you for all your devotion, dedication and hard work over the last 12 years to ensure 
that SG has been not only a successful school, but also a very happy one. Despite the real challenges of the past few months 
you are leaving a school in great shape, and with huge positives for the future. You arrived in 2008 at the start of a global 
recession, and you leave in 2020 during a global pandemic… Now it’s time for you to take a break, and focus on the next 
stage of your lives. You deserve the best retirement. The positions you are leaving may be filled by others, but you are both 
simply irreplaceable. On behalf of the whole community at Spring Grove - pupils, parents, staff and the governing body - I 

wish you all the very best for your retirement and your future ventures.” 
 
 
Deputy Head Pastoral, Mrs Becky Saxby  

“I have had the immense privilege of working with Mr and Mrs Jones for the past 12 years. This is the end of an era and I 
would like to pay tribute to them as they leave Spring Grove. They are part of a large family, who moved from Junior Kings in 

Canterbury (where Bill was deputy head) with their children Evan, Huw, Jonathan and Rhian-
non to settle in Bridge Street, Wye. They have definitely become an integral part of the local 
and school community since they started working at Spring Grove in January 2008. Right from 
the beginning of their time here Mr and Mrs Jones have believed firmly in the family atmos-
phere and ethos of the school, they have been at the heart of the Spring Grove family and their 
own strong family values shine through in all they do. They believe that everyone is an individ-
ual, has their own unique talents and should be treated with fairness and respect. The school 
motto, Ad Alta Prae Clara.  Always do your best! Is something they have certainly lived up to 
over the years. 
 
Bill and Hilary, Billary, or 
the Clintons as they have 
been affectionately 
known,  have worked as a 
team. Behind every great 

man is a great woman. Hilary has been a constant sup-
port for Bill over their years at Spring Grove.  As head-
master’s wife she has taken on a wide variety of roles at 
the school. These include flower arranging, being a form 
teacher in Prep 3,  delivering harvest produce and de-
veloping links with Brambles Care Home.  Leading the 
music department with tremendous flair and enthusi-
asm, playing piano and violin for the annual Early Years 
Nativity and Key Stage 1 show, conducting and singing 
her heart out at every opportunity. She has taught RE 
throughout the school and worked tirelessly with kind-
ness, patience, dedication and humour. We shall miss 
her as a colleague. 
 



 

 

 
As a teacher, Mr Jones is traditional and passionate about the subjects he teaches,  he is particularly fond of history, 
maths and music, he is a mine of information, he loves facts and is always very competitive at the annual PTA Quiz. Bill is 
old school, articulate and intelligent, teaching is his vocation. At all hours of the day and night Mr Jones has been found 
tirelessly working at SG, he has been a teaching superhero. His enthusiasm is infectious and he loves to bring out the best 
in every child he encounters, he is their champion and 
over the years, many pupils have benefitted from his 
unique approach, endless patience and enthusiasm in all 
areas of the curriculum, we would say on his school report 
that he has been a great all-rounder and he would certain-
ly win the effort prize! 
 
Bill leads by example, he is a team player with high expec-
tations, nothing is impossible, he believes in people and 
encourages them to give their best in all they do. When 
the school was threatened by floods Mr Jones was outside 
in his wellies trying to hold back the water, evacuate chil-
dren safely and save the new classrooms. When the water 

was low he spent hours rescuing fish and finding them new homes. How many 
headmasters would organise a Mud Fest, when conditions got slippery on the field? 
We started with a rendition of ‘Mud, Mud Glorious Mud’ and ended with the whole 
school, soaked to the skin, covered in mud and smiling. What a fantastic day that 
was. I also remember the time when we chose to walk to school from Chilham Cas-
tle, Mr Jones led from the front, striding out for 10K with a stream of children, staff, 
parents and dogs trying to keep up. We have so many wonderful memories.  
 
Bill’s dedication to SG has been brilliantly illustrated over the past few months, as 
lockdown was imposed, he rose to the challenge to ensure that we all kept a sense 
of community and “Home but not 
alone” became his mantra. He kept the 
school going through this incredibly 
difficult time and he has never given 
up, I shall always remember the sight 
of him playing and singing along to the 
piano in the hall, even with a broken 
arm. He is a legend. 

 
In the past 12 years, Bill and Hilary have led the music at Spring Grove to 
great heights. They have encouraged everyone to sing and make music, they 
see it as an inclusive part of the curriculum and not just something for those 
with great talent. The sound of Bill’s trombone has resounded throughout the 
school and he has never passed up an opportunity to show off his immense talent, his love of jazz has been shared with us 
all and the day the trombone was stolen is one we shall never forget. The musical activities encouraged by Mr and Mrs 
Jones have been numerous and varied, including informal concerts, leaver’s shows, house entertainments, belting out 
Scottish rugby anthems, singing sweetly in Wye church, busking 
on the streets of Canterbury, performing opera, singing at 
Brambles Care Home, a visit from an Elvis impersonator - Oh 
yes, we have done it all! As a school we have all been roped in 
to sing a round, bang on a drum and stand up on the stage to 
perform. This has created a wonderful atmosphere, raised our 
spirits and given us a sense of achievement and belonging.  
 
Bill and Hilary, Thank you for everything you have done. We 
wish you health and happiness in your next adventure as you 
move up to Scotland. Keep in touch and know that you will al-
ways be welcome at Spring Grove and thank you for the mu-
sic!” 



 

 

 
At the start of the year we decided to draw together all the excellent 
Eco work that SG was already doing and endeavour to earn our Eco-
Schools Green Flag Award. The Eco-Schools programme is an ideal way 
for schools to embark on a meaningful path towards improving the en-
vironment in both the school and the local community while at the 
same time having a life-long positive impact on the lives of young peo-
ple and their families.  
 

We first formed an Eco Council with representatives from across the School before con-
ducting an Environmental Review around the School. We inspected the school site and in 
some cases interviewed members of staff in order to make our findings. The results were 
mixed - unsurprisingly, there are clearly a number of things that we are doing very well. 
SG is particularly strong on Global Citizenship, Marine and Global and School Grounds. 
However, there are also a number of areas that we could improve on.  
 
In time it may be possible to address all our weaknesses. However, the Eco Committee have decided they would 
like to concentrate on Energy, Litter and Biodiversity as the next stage of the Eco Schools project. We produced 
an Action Plan for the rest of the School Year which included litter sweeps, more recycling bins and creating a 
rewilded area to encourage wildlife. We are also investigating sustainable energy options.  
 

As well as the committee’s efforts, there have been some notable individual contri-
butions to the cause: Sophie O came up with the idea to swap the white socks we 
wear with the girl’s summer uniform for blue socks in order to save energy, deter-
gent and waste She made a presentation for the SMT and 
Governors laying out her logic and produced a video ex-
plaining her idea to the school. The change has been 
agreed and has been adopted for when the next time we 
wear summer uniform. In addition, Liberty W has acted 
as our Wye Ecological Liaison & Link Youth (WELLY) and 
represented us on the Wye Parish Council. She was in-
strumental in spearheading a Plastic Free Week in the 
village and is working on further initiatives for the future. 
 

Thankfully lockdown did not stop our eco drive with many things being made and 
recycled during the home learning period. It was wonderful when all our efforts 
so far, in and out of school, were recognised with the award of the Eco-Schools 
Bronze and Silver Awards before securing the much-prized Eco Schools Green 
Flag in June. It is a testament to the hard work of the Eco-Committee and all of 
SG that we have achieved all of this in one, rather challenging year. 

 



 

 

 
Last year, Spring Grove was very lucky to be awarded regional runner-
up in the Better Energy School Awards 2019. This year, we were deter-
mined to do one better. Consequently, we were delighted that Spring 
Grove School's entry, ’Spring Forward' was declared the 2020 Regional 
Winner of the Totally Active category for schools in central and south-
ern England.  As Regional Winner, the school will be receiving a 
cheque for £500 and a special certificate to mark our achievements. 

What’s more, ‘Rejoice, Reuse, Recycle’ was Runner Up in the Totally Creative category, meaning that the school 
will receive a further £250. Even with the lockdown in place, over 28,750 children got involved in submitting pro-
jects for the Awards.  With this in mind, to become a Regional Winner is a considerable achievement.   
 
The judges were delighted to see that last year’s prize money had been used for the shed to create the com-
posting toilet. They also loved the idea of ‘Finn’s 
Bin’, and he pizza oven, and thought it was great 
that children continued to work outdoors and in 
their gardens even after the lockdown.  
 
We were also lucky to be visited by Mike Webster 
and Trudy Field of WasteAid, a charity that share 
practical and low-cost waste management know-
how with communities in low-income countries. 
They conducted an assembly and some workshops 

and were very impressed how environ-
mentally aware SG’s children were. 
 
Recycling News 
SG has now sent three consignments 
of crisp packets to Terracycle and in 

doing so raised funds for SG’s eco initiatives and 
The Foundation for Environmental Education’s 
Global Forest Fund. 
Our Recycling Centre (next to Nursery)  is still col-
lecting: 

 Baby food pouches 

 Bread bags 
 Batteries 

 Crisp Packets 
 

Win for ‘Finn’s Bin’ 
During the Environmental Review, Finn C (5D) observed that 
there were no litter bins on the far side of the playing fields and 
suggested that we should place an additional bin in the top cor-
ner beside the ‘Holy Tree’. Thankfully, Premier Foods (owners 
of the nearby Batchelors Factory on Kennington Road) agreed 
to supply ‘Finn’s Bin’ as part of their own ‘Green Matters’ eco 
initiative. The bin is now in 
position and fully operation-
al in the far reaches of the 
field. 



 

 

 
Evie’s Epic Cycle 
During lock-down, Eco-Prefect Evie completed an epic 953-mile cycle 
challenge around Kent to cycle the distance from Ashford to Warsaw 
before she makes the trip for real after leaving us for more Eastern 
climes at the end of term. She was raising money for SG’s Eco-Council. 
Her original fundraising target was £500 - she zoomed past that and 
achieved her impressive revised target of £953 with two days to spare! 
  
At a final (socially distanced) meeting of the current Eco Council it was 
decided that we would pool the prize money from The Better Energy 
School Awards and the money Evie raised to work towards buying a Ri-
dan composter for the School which will allow us to recycle our waste 
food and turn it into valuable compost for use on school grounds and 
elsewhere. The total cost will be around £3,500 so there is a long way to 
go but with the current level of enthusiasm it won’t be long before our 
‘Ferti-Lisle-Zer’ will be up and running. 
 
 
It’s alright Evie, you can stop cycling now!! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One more trophy...  
Before leaving us to take up a new posting in Poland, The family of our first Eco-
Prefect and environmental warrior Evie, kindly endowed Spring Grove with a new 
trophy. ‘The Lisle Trophy for Environmental Endeavour’ will be awarded each year 
to the pupil who displays the greatest initiative and endeavour to the environmen-
tal cause. Congratulations to Liberty W for becoming the first recipient in recogni-
tion of her hard work and enterprise working with the Parish Council. 



 

 

FOREST SCHOOL REPORT 
 
As we end our 4th year of Forest School at Spring Grove and 2nd year at our site, there has been no let up in 
the fun, imagination and creativity being shown by all the children enjoying their freedom up in the woods.  
 
Whilst, Covid-19 restrictions prevented us from heading out into the woods for a significant proportion of the 
year, there was still time for lots of activities and fun. We have variously investigated snails, created art with 

clay, sticks and leaves, thrown conkers stones and arrows and crafted 
all manner of things from cricket bats and broomsticks to Autumn 
wreaths and Christmas decorations. There have been survival stories 
aplenty and we even found time to tidy up the military graves in Wye 
prior to Remembrance Sunday. We’ve also enjoyed taking the school 
dog, Acker, on many of our sessions. 
 
Culinary treats have included campfire doughnuts, toffee apples, 
‘campfire banana splits’ and seemingly endless schmores. Most classes 
were also introduced to the idiosyncratic but fun game of ‘Malted Milk 
Dunk Quick Draw’.   
 
The year did not begin 
well with the news that 
our planned exchange 
programme with Forest 
Schools in Turkey, Lithu-
ania and Poland had 

been suspended by the EU owing to lack of funds. Nevertheless, 
we remain in contact with the schools involved and regularly 
share our news and ideas. 
 
The main infrastructure project this year 
was the building of ‘Lou’s Loo’; a state of 
the art composting toilet built primarily 
from recycled materials scavenged and 
donated by the SG family. Resources 
upsourced included barrels from Coty, 
the Newman family’s old kitchen, an old 
farm container and roof joists from SG! 
The toilet has been twinned with a toilet 
in Malawi through toilettwinning.org and 
was opened to a great fanfare (literally!) 
on National Toilet Day. Our luxury bug 
hotel, ‘Sting Grove’ is open for business and expects to be fully booked by September. 

 



 

 

 
Once the toilet was up and ‘running’ our efforts 
switched to a new project, ‘Patel’s Pizzeria’. The eco
-friendly pizza oven has been constructed using eco 
bricks, wine bottles, waste flint from the playing 
fields and a chamber made from reclaimed clay 
waste. All year groups have been involved in build-
ing the oven and, restrictions permitting, test runs 
will begin in the summer so that we can take our 
first orders early in the Autumn term. 
 
Next year 
There are lots of exciting developments planned for the next year. The 
infrastructure plans include finishing the mud kitchen and beginning 
work on a pedal/child powered fire bellows, a wooden teepee and a 
‘Museum of Curiosity and Wonder’ to display all those things that the 
children find during their explorations.  
 
A grant from the Tesco Bags of Help Scheme will allow us to build a 
new container to store our growing inventory. That inventory will in-
clude some new equipment for the children to use (including two 
shave horses to create even more ambitious greenwood craft). 
 
Now that Mr McHugh is up and running in the School kitchen, we 
look forward to getting our own kitchen back in business and 
having a hot lunch around the campfire. 
 
The site has been regularly visited by representatives from many 

other schools and settings looking to learn from 
our experiences and share ideas. The most ex-
citing development is a partnership with Pil-
grims' Way Primary School in Canterbury which 
will provide the opportunity for them to access 
our facilities and potentially conduct joint sessions.  Our work together has been delayed but 

we look forward to meeting up with the Pilgrim School children and staff. 
 
As ever, Forest School could not happen without the army of volunteers who give up their time and energy to 
accompany us in all weathers to help out with builds, keeping the site tidy and assisting with the children. A 
huge thank you to them all for their efforts. I look forward to seeing them all, and some new recruits in Sep-
tember - have a wonderful summer!! 
 
Mr Curnow, Head of Forest 
School 
 
 



 

 

ART REPORT 
 

As the year heads towards its conclusion, we reflect back on what has 
been a great year for Art at Spring Grove. We are firmly committed to try-
ing to gain our first ArtsMark award, and have completed several projects 
this year in order to be recognised for what we do in promoting inclusive, 
stimulating, exciting arts learning and experiences throughout our school.  
 
With school closed for all but Keyworker Children through most of the 
Summer term, it seemed that lots of our planned events had to be can-
celled. Noye’s Fludde, the community opera we had been rehearsing for, 
which was to be performed in Wye Church, was sadly cancelled. However, 
arts and creativity was abundant during lockdown. Online learning, espe-
cially in the core academic subjects, sometimes seemed quite intense. 
Creating art was a welcome, and essential outlet at an uncertain time and 
the children responded to the art tasks set for them with some 
amazing work. I know that many children utilised their ‘personal 
pursuits’ time for artistic endeavors, and were proud to send in 
photographs of their creations to share with everyone.  
 
Summer term usually means ArtsWeek. The marquee is erected 
for the Summer Ball and we hold our Grandparents’ Concert. 
This is an exciting time for the children as we take the ArtsWeek 
theme and relax our usual timetable to incorporate more cross 
curricular work. Could we still hold an ArtsWeek during lock-
down? Well, this was Spring Grove...so of course we did!  
 
The idea came from the children, who had suggested ‘Superheroes’ some time ago 
via a School Council meeting. We have a number of comic book fans and budding 
cartoonists amongst the children. Looking for some inspiration, I was very fortu-
nate to come across Emily Fellah, a children’s book illustrator. She happily joined 
us in Week 10 of the summer term. Reception, Year 1 and Prep 6  had returned to 
school, everyone else was at home. Undeterred, Emily learnt how to use Google 
Meet and Google Classroom, and delivered two days of expert comic strip work-
shops to all of the children. The theme extended to many of the 
other subjects and was very well-received. 
 
 



 

 

 
In the midst of the Covid-19 pandemic, we were well aware that there were many ‘superheroes’ living and 
working among us, so we decided to support a few that we felt would benefit from some extra funds. On the 
Thursday of Arts Week, we asked the children to participate in their own ‘Heroic Challenge’. They chose their 
own activities and encouraged friends and families to donate to two charities - the NHS and APNI (the Associa-
tion for Post Natal Illness). To date, we have raised £330 for the NHS and £505 for APNI. Thank you to all who 
have donated. If you would still like to donate, the Justgiving links are as follows: 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/springgrove-heroicchallenge-NHS 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/springgrove-heroicchallenge-apni 

No term, or indeed ArtsWeek, would have been complete without a Dressing Up Day, and this was again, an-
other tradition that wouldn’t be beaten by lockdown. Superhero costumes were worn with pride, with Super-
men, Wonder Women, Batmen (and Robins!) and even Super Noodle making appearances. Well done every-
one! 
 

I would like to thank the children and parents 
for understanding the importance of continuing their art 
through the Home but Not Alone learning programme, for 
improvisation with resources when required and for pro-
ducing such a high standard of work. I am still planning on 
holding a ‘Lockdown Art Exhibition’ in September, when 
we return to school. I need more work in order to make 
this a success, so please look after your favourite pieces, 
and bring them in when we start the Autumn term! 
Enjoy the summer! 
Miss Drury  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/springgrove-heroicchallenge-NHS
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/springgrove-heroicchallenge-apni


 

 

MUSIC REPORT 
 
Throughout lockdown, children and music teachers have continued their online music lessons, showing deter-
mination and adapting to new restrictions. Mr Jones and I have been heartened by the singing and instrumen-
tal performances that the children have uploaded, and the skill shown by those playing as part of a virtual en-
semble. We pay special tribute to Eleanor Jones who gave her long-awaited recital on Piano and Cello as a live-
streamed broadcast and delighted us all.  
 
Prep 6 gave an excellent and heartfelt out-
door musical performance as their final as-
sembly, giving us a glimpse of their perform-
ing talents, which we hope they will develop 
and enjoy at their new 
schools. 
 
We wish Mrs Britton as 
incoming Director of 
Music every success and 
happiness with all the 
activities planned in our 
busy music room. 
 
Love and best wishes  
Mrs Jones 

‘Thank You for the Music’ Mrs Jones—you have been an inspiration to us all!  

Mrs Josefa Britton—our 
new Director of Music from 

September 2020 



 

 

SPORTS—SUMMER TERM 
 

Normally I would be reviewing this term’s sport—but what is ‘normal’? The summer term is usually a fun and 
busy term for all of our pupils. For the girls, it’s a term where they can showcase their talent on the cricket 
pitch, displaying some great all-round play. Our younger yeargroups can look forward to next season but sadly 
our Prep 6 girls will not have another opportunity to represent Spring Grove. I would like to praise each and 
every girl—led by Evie D and Isabella L they have achieved so much, no matter what level they have played at 
for the school. We have been fortunate that throughout the year, along with the Prep 5 girls, the school has 
been able to field three strong teams.  
 
I wish all of the Prep 6 girls good luck and hope they continue to play sports in their new schools. I know every-
one will be a great asset to the sports’ teams. Thank you for being so fantastic, the whole school will miss each 
and everyone of you. 
 
HOUSE ATHLETICS  
Everyone looks forward to Sports Day. It is the finale of the school year where the children, teachers and par-
ents all come together to enjoy a morning of fun and an opportunity to celebrate the children's achievements 
through Prize Giving. Sadly, again it was not to be. We did, however, manage to arrange a sprint race and 
House relays. Mr Butcher kindly marked out four extra-wide running tracks, one for each House group, to al-
low for social distancing. It was quite a challenge for the teacher who also had to keep the children in their 
‘Bubbles’ especially when they competed in the relay! Three school records were 
broken over the 70m sprints. The first new record went to Dan B followed by Ame-
lia G and Millie D. Overall the event was very successful. Well done to the staff and 
children for being such good sports and adapting so well.  
 
I hope you all have a safe and happy summer. I very much look forward to seeing 
you all back in September. Take care. 
Mrs Langford 



 

 

OUR TERM—TEDDIES 
 
The final term is always busy in Teddies, it has 

been especially busy after coming back from lock-

down. I am so proud of how well our Teddies chil-

dren have come back and how excited they were to 

see their friends. 
 

Our topics this term have been Summer where the 

children have made some "super cool" sunshines 

and numbers where the children have been making 

ladybirds and learning to count their spots.The 

children have also been learning to recognise their 

names and some are even able to write their names 

on their own! 
 

Although we are unable to do our sports day the 

children have been keeping up with their physical 

development by running around in the garden, 

climbing on the climbing frames and playing whole 

class games of hide and seek. 
 

This term the children have also enjoyed having 

dressing up days starting with our superhero day 

where the children looked fantastic and absolutely 

loved making their own masks! This week we also 

had a messy day where the children where the 

children were able to explore different textures 

(in a Covid safe way) and playing in the bubbly wa-

ter. 
 

I know that these last couple of months have been 

really hard on everyone and I would just like to say 

thank you all so much for your continued support. We will 

all miss the children so much and look forward to seeing 

them on their next adventure whether they are in Teddies 

or Giraffes. 
 

Have a great summer! 
 

Love from 

 

Miss Fisher, Mrs Cox, Mrs Mac and 

Mrs Bissonnette 

 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 

OUR TERM—GIRAFFES 
 

Another year draws to a close for the children in the Giraffe Class and the time has come for them to 

move onto the Reception Class or their new school.   It seems no time since they arrived in the Giraffe 

Class and they have all made huge progress over the year.   This term has been a very strange experience 

for everyone.  Initially we all hoped we would return to the Nursery after an extended Easter holiday but 

this was not to be the case.  The children were all sent home with an activity pack and daily stories and 

challenges led to some wonderful photos being shared showing the children making excellent progress at 

home. 
 
 

 

 

After half term some of the children returned to the Giraffe Class and we all quickly settled down to the 

new norm of frequent handwashing and practising our social distancing skills.  The children enjoyed several 

dressing up days and we made the most of the hot weather with several days of waterplay using the hose-

pipe and water guns.  The children continued to practise their writing, numeracy and literacy skills and we 

have spent large amounts of time in 

our garden playing in the mud kitch-

en and on the climbing frames but 

unfortunately not in the sandpit.   
 

In these uncertain times it has been 

a pleasure to be involved in the chil-

dren’s development over the last 

weeks and to see how well they have 

adapted to the changes. I am sure 

that all of the children will make the 

transition to their new Reception Class, be it at Spring Grove or one of the 

local Primary Schools, with ease and we wish you all the best for Septem-

ber.   
 

 

Mrs Clarke, Mrs Upchurch, Miss Rall xxx 



 

 

OUR TERM—RECEPTION 
 

What a busy year we have had in Reception! The Summer term can only be described as a rather strange 

story of two halves.  Both parents and children should be congratulated on their amazing dedication to 

our Home Learning programme.  We were lucky to be one of the first year groups to be invited back into 

the school on 1st June and it was as if we had never been away.  Those that returned were full of enthu-

siasm and quickly settled back into our new rou-

tine. 
 

The children have immersed themselves fully into 

all areas of the curriculum and it has been wonder-

ful to see how they have progressed and achieved 

so many of their Early Learning goals.   
 

In Maths we have been looking at a wide variety of 

skills, numbers before and after, 2D and 3D 

shapes, problem solving, addition and subtraction 

and number formation. 
 

In Literacy we have written postcards, become fa-

miliar with our first 100 high frequency words and 

started writing full sentences independent-

ly.  Their imagination and story writing is develop-

ing well. 
 

Our topics this term have proved very success-

ful.  Under the sea produced some amazing crea-

tions from home and the children have really been 

able to show off their knowledge.  We have been looking at 

minibeasts and growth for the later half of the term and we have 

gone on hunts both at home and at school to see how many differ-

ent species we can find.   
 

Mrs Lucy and Mrs Wells would like to thank you all for the sup-

port you have given them throughout this unusual term.  Mrs Lucy 

will really miss all the children at SG, it has been a big part of her 

life for the last few years and she is looking forward to new be-

ginnings and a new career after 25 years in teaching! 
 

We wish you a restful summer holiday and 

best wishes for Year One.  Mrs Newman is re-

ally looking forward to seeing you all again in 

September. 
 

We all wish Mr and Mrs Jones a happy and 

healthy retirement. 

 

Mrs Lucy and Mrs Wells 



 

 

YEAR 1: OUR SUMMER TERM  
 

We have come to the end of a somewhat bizarre and different term.  Lockdown started before the last term 
ended and we were plunged into Home Learning.  After a few teething problems and adjusting to a new way 
of learning the children completed the work set with enthusiasm and patience. 
 
We studied how plants grew and measured 
the sunflowers we were growing as a class, 
but at home. Mine are still growing, but no 
flowers yet! The ones Mrs de Giles grew 
were sadly eaten by slugs... 
 
We looked at different artists and their 
styles and the work produced was great! 
We learnt about Florence Nightingale and 
the important work she did for nurs-
ing.  Before Easter, we also investigated 
Mary Anning, who became famous for fos-
sil hunting. 
 
We have studied the seaside and enjoyed 
watching Magic Grandad go back to the 
Victorian times to visit a beach.  We have 
also begun to think about animals and their 
lives.  A highlight was pond-dipping in the 
school stream for those at school - those at 
home went minibeast spotting in their gar-
dens.  We concluded animals of all kinds 
are around us. 
 
In Maths we learnt about time, money, re-
inforced our number knowledge up to 100, 
place value and practised simple calcula-
tions.  In English we have been building on 
our reading skills with weekly comprehen-
sion tasks, and daily reading.  Our sentence 
structure has improved with reinforcement 
of the rules - do you remember what they 
are? We have also worked hard on our 
handwriting throughout the year. 
 
It has been a great year with your children 
and we have loved watching them all de-
velop individually and together as a 
group.  We were sorry to say goodbye to 
Beau Keeley and Benny Pielow-Spratt, we 
will miss them but they will hopefully come 
back and visit us, and we wish them both 
good luck at their new schools.  
Have a lovely summer! 
Mrs Newman, Mrs de Giles, Mrs William-
son and Miss Giles 



 

 

YEAR 2: OUR SUMMER TERM  
 
Well, what a term it has been? We will never forget the Summer term of 2020 and the Home Learning pro-
gramme ... The children impressed me with their resilience and determination 
through this tricky time. They have definitely grown in confidence, independ-
ence and ICT skills!  

They enjoyed topic work about Rainforests, 
Animal Habitats and the Ancient Egyptians 
and were enthusiastic about the creative 
pieces they made.  We even managed to 
make our very own Tutankhamun Death 
Masks when we finally got back to school! I 
saved this messy papier maché activity for 
school rather than home!  

 On our return to school it was fantastic to 
see the smiles from the children and I was 
astonished at how much they had grown! 
They have worked hard this year and partic-
ularly during the constraints  of lockdown, 
so it was lovely to see so many of them back 
with their friends, playing and feeling re-
laxed. 

Thank you for the support this year and par-
ticularly this term. We got through it togeth-
er! I hope you all enjoy a lovely summer 
break and a well earned rest and I wish you 
all the best for Year 3. 

Mrs Brogan-Jones and Mr Mal 



 

 

SUMMER TERM REPORT—PREP 3 

 
We have been reflecting on the home learning experience … 
This has been a strange term! Throughout the disruption and transition to Home 
Learning,  Prep 3 have been a delight to teach and interact with. I have enjoyed 
getting a glimpse into their home lives, meeting their pets and it has been won-
derful to witness the positivity and enthusiasm of the group during lockdown. 
They are a great team who have responded extremely well to home learning and 
taken this new experience in their stride. Quickly they engaged with the lessons, 
asked for support if required and expertly navigated the IT required to interact 
with the remote classes. The children have contributed enthusiastically to form 
times and had fun chatting and sharing videos with their friends. I have been im-
pressed by their positive  and cheerful attitudes and was particularly pleased with 
the quizzes set up by various members of the class. We have had a fun time, but 
all the children have missed their friends, teachers and all the extra activities on 
offer at school such as sport, singing, performing, Forest School and playtimes. 
Mrs Saxby 
 
“It was fun to have a change with Home Learning but it was a lot harder and soon 
after I missed my friends and the teachers and all the other people at Spring 
Grove and all the normal lessons. I look forward to going back to school.” Henry 
 
“Home Learning - so far so good but we never know what’s going to happen 
next. I’m looking forward to year 4 because I can’t wait to see my friends.” An-
drew 
 
“My Home Learning experience has been hard and I know everyone is work-
ing hard and doing well. I love seeing everyone on the Meets as well as my teachers. I think I should give home 
learning a 8/10!  I am looking forward to getting to know Miss Drury and exploring the new classroom and maybe 
meeting some new people as well.” Tamsin 
 
“My Home Learning experience has had its pluses and minuses, for example the plus of home learning is that I 
don’t have to rush everyday to get to school. I am looking forward to many things in year four but one in particu-
lar is finding out all the new things that they do!” Sophie 
 
“My Home Learning is okay. I feel like I am learning more at home and being pushed harder. On a score of 0 to 10 
I would say 8/10. I am looking forward to going back to school and playing with my friends. I think I could im-
prove my French. I’m only saying because I always forget what we learn and then turn out to be not good at 
it.  Hopefully it will still be cricket season when we're back. In Prep 4 I can’t wait to draw what's inside my head 
and colour it in to show my skill of art.” Sanjay 
 
“My Home Learning experience has been good because I enjoy spending more time with my family.  Also I have 

enjoyed the timetable of lessons which has been fun. It has made 
me sad that I could not see my friends and learn to play cricket.” 
Frank 
 
“I loved home learning.  It was amazing. I've improved so much. 
Probably because there are no distractions. I have missed my 
friends. I wish Home Learning was the same but I can see my 
friends at break time not in lessons, maybe Mrs Saxby could put me 
in a cupboard until break time. Prep 4 - I am not sure? I don't know 
what it will be like. I like Prep 3 a lot and Clem's leaving school and I 
will have to solve mysteries on my own.”   Anya 



 

 

 
We also discussed our other memories of life in Prep 3 - It has been a great year! 
 
“I have such a lot of lovely memories of Prep 3 it is so difficult 
to chose a favourite but my music lessons with Mrs Jones 
have been the best thing of the last year.” Ophelia 
 
“I loved having to do the Assembly about Wangari Maathai 
on a green screen because we weren’t allowed to do it in the 
hall because of Covid-19.” Rufus 
 
“My highlight of the year was being able to the drums out-
side the school with Hector.” Frank 
 
“The Prep 3 and 4 production, “A Tale of 3 Trees” was my 
highlight. It was fun getting dressed up.” Tamsin 
 
“It was right at the start but I loved going to the beach and making Celtic sling-
shots. We pretended the Romans were invading and pelted the sea with 
stones.” Andrew 
 
“I enjoyed the Roman Museum. It was underground like a hidden base and it 
was cool dressing up like a legionnaire.” Sanjay 
 
“I loved the ‘Blue for the Loo’ Day. It was great to wear our clothes and do some 
good for people less fortunate than us.”  Clemmie 
 
“Superhero Day...obviously!” Hamish 
 
Whilst it has been a challenging year we were very happy to re-
turn for the last two weeks, see our friends and give a proper send 
off to all the leavers. We are particularly sad to say goodbye to our 
very own Clemmie at the end of term and wish her all the best at 
her new school. 
 
Have a safe and happy summer holiday from Team 3SC! 
 
Mrs Saxby, Mr Curnow and Mrs Langford 

 

 
 



 

 

SUMMER TERM REPORT—PREP 4 

 
What an extraordinary term we’ve had in Prep 4. With the call for lockdown made in the week before the East-
er Holidays, we swiftly made plans for some home and online learning. Books were taken home, alongside 
Chromebooks, and we quickly tested out GoogleMeet, which was to be our main form of communication for 
learning over the coming weeks.  
 
The children in Prep 4 took all of this in their stride and parted with a socially distanced promise of being back 
in the classroom together ‘soon’. In truth, we had no idea how long we would be apart. 
 
Over the holidays, Mr Smith, Mr Reed and Mr Urand got to work in creating the ‘Home But Not Alone’ website, 
which was something of a miracle considering the time restraints they were under, but it was up and running, 
ready for the children to access at the start of the Summer term. The website gave a firm direction to learning, 
guiding the children to their lessons via GoogleClassroom. It was a new and exciting platform, and it was a very 
steep learning curve to master the skills needed to succeed with online learning. 
 
Over the course of the next few weeks, we got to grips with this new system. It was weird not being in our usu-
al classroom and seeing one another, but interesting to greet each 
other (and many of our pets - who were obviously very keen to get 
involved!) in our new ‘Form Room’ in the mornings. The children 
adapted quickly, registering themselves and they were able to ex-
press any worries via the ‘Wellbeing Form’ which was filled in every 
day. There were some, but not many, wobbles. We loved the free-
dom of being at home, wearing no uniform, and having breaks and 
snacks (in my case the fridge became a very good friend!) whenev-
er we fancied. We enjoyed Mr Jones’ daily assemblies which kept 
the community of Spring Grove alive and all featured in at least 
one assembly. Families came together to work on projects and par-
ents were able to work alongside their children. I am forever in-
debted to the lovely parents of the children in 4D who helped and 
encouraged their children at just the right moments.  
 
As time moved on, and still in lockdown, the children were produc-
ing an excellent standard of work. In English, we finished our class 
reader ‘The Spiderwick Chronicles’ and moved on to our poetry 
unit, both of which inspired some fabulous creative writing. We 
continued with our grammar, spelling, handwriting and comprehension programmes of work. In Maths, we 
completed units on Data Handling, Metric Units of Measurement, Position and Co-ordinates, Money and Ta-
bles and Statistics. We also continued our multiplication tables revision and our mental maths tasks. With less 
classroom distraction and the pressure of ‘turning in’ work to a deadline, the children developed greater skills 
in self organisation.  
 
Then just as being in lockdown started to feel almost ‘normal,’ we got the go-ahead to return to school. The 
final two weeks at school in our special 4D green bubble were a treat, and whilst not everyone made it back, 
those that did were grateful to be with their friends. It was so nice to chat normally again, without someone 
telling you to ‘put your microphone on!’ We were able to get outside together in our beautiful school grounds 
and play on the new astroturf. Thank you to Mrs Langford for orchestrating our afternoon fun and games. We 
were able to say our goodbyes to Prep 6 and to Mr and Mrs Jones, who embark on their new journeys. Good 
luck to them all.  
 
We wish everyone a happy and safe summer holiday, September seems a long way off right now, but we’ll be 
ready to return. Covid-19 has made us stronger, more resilient and more reflective. We are ready for Prep 5, 
watch out, Mrs Stone!!! 



 

 

SUMMER TERM REPORT—PREP 5 
 

In the wise words of Osten Fox-Percy, this has been ‘a very, very weird term’. Working from home has present-
ed many new challenges and Prep 5 should be very proud of all they have achieved over the past few months. I 
have been astounded by the independence, resilience and the way in which the children have adapted so quick-
ly and positively whilst learning online. As a result of the children’s hard work, teacher direction and considera-
ble support from parents, good progress has been maintained across all subject areas putting pupils in good 
stead for Prep 6. Despite this difficult time, Prep 5 maintained a positive attitude towards their learning and I 
was particularly moved by the kindness and manners displayed across the year group making them, as always, a 
lovely class to teach!  
 
Returning to school for the last few weeks was a main highlight of the year. The children (and staff) were de-
lighted to see so many members of the SG community again. Much importance was placed upon teamwork, 
communication and sports - areas that many children expressed a longing for over the lockdown period. This 
has also been a key time for learning and preparing the children for the demands of Prep 6 and has given valua-
ble opportunities for spending time with friends.   
 
Roles and responsibilities were an-
nounced this term and all children 
should be congratulated on their new 
positions for Prep 6, in particular, our 
new school captains, Rafael Borga and 
Isabelle Dawson. I am positive that all 
captains, prefects and those involved in 
leadership teams will strive to be suc-
cessful and play a key role in moving the 
school forward over the next academic 
year.  
 
Emotions ran high on Friday as we said 
goodbye to Mr and Mrs Jones, Prep 6 
and also to a very important member of 
the Prep 5 team - Mr Knowles. We 
thank you for always being so kind, positive and 
supportive to children and staff alike, we wish you 
all the best as you begin the next chapter! The chil-
dren will miss you terribly.  

 
On a personal note, 
this has been a very 
special year for me. 
The welcoming na-
ture of the children, 
parents and staff has 
made this one of my 
favourite teaching 
years to date - Spring Grove really is the place to be!  
 
I would like to wish you all a relaxing, enjoyable and well-deserved break. I look 
forward to seeing you again in September.  
 
Mrs Stone 



 

 

SUMMER TERM REPORT—PREP 6 

 
What an incredible year it has been for Prep 6, we had all of the usual bits and pieces running up to Christmas, 
we carried on as normal up until half term, the weeks were flying by and we were all starting to gear up to-
wards the normal post-Easter visits to new senior schools, and then......BOOM! One week before the Easter 
holiday it all came to a grinding halt!  
 
First estimates were that we would likely be back after Easter and we would only miss an actual week of 
school... that soon turned into definitely half term we'll be back, and then it was decided that things would not 
return to normal this academic year! What did that mean for us in Prep 
6? Well, take all of those final things that we have all been looking for-
ward to, and throw them out of the window. Madame Leavey was fur-
loughed and was really sad that she couldn't be with the children. I was 
working from home and although I saw the majority of the children each 
day, it’s not quite the same interacting with two-inch squares that move 
and talk on a screen!  
 
Every single child in our Prep 6 was completely amazing whilst we were 
in lockdown. They all showed resilience, courage and self-belief, and all 
of them tried their very best to give Home Learning their best shot. As I 
sit writing this now, I can picture their faces on screen, and I have to say 
that it does leave a very sad tinge that we weren't able to give them the 
end of year ‘treats’ that they deserved and worked for over the past 
years.  
 
However, there have been so many positives that have come out of this 
pandemic for the children of Prep 6, and it is always good to find the 
positives in those tough times. A couple that spring to mind are the in-
creased ability to cope with unusual situations and be far more self-
reliant than probably any other Prep 6 that has left SG, or at least cer-
tainly in my time. Their improved ability to communicate accurately and 
successfully across the internet will stand them in good stead in a global 
workplace which is becoming ever more reliant on the web, and they also now have an acute understanding 
that they can stay in touch with their friends who may be going to different schools, should they wish to, by 
using their rather annoying internet chat skills!!!  
 
We were obviously disappointed that Tewkesbury didn't go ahead, but with the help of the parents of Prep 6 
children we have been able to enjoy a few days of fun on the lake at Lydd, much like we did last year. This par-
ticular group of children have been really outstanding this year, and although Madame Leavey and I are com-
pletely and unashamedly biased, we think they have genuinely set the very best example of how to be a Prep 6 
prefect at Spring Grove School, from day one, 
right through to now. We will be very sad to 
see them go, but also extremely excited for 
the new challenges that lie ahead for each of 
them.  
 
We wish them all the very best of luck in their 
new schools, and we hope, like every year, 
that perhaps they pop in at some point to let 
us know how it is all going! 
 
Mr Smith and Mme Leavey 



 

 

PRIZE-GIVING JULY 2020 

 
Year 1  
Form Prizes: Sebastian S, Willow K,  
Effort Prizes: Willa L, Nico K-G 
 
Year 2  
Form Prize & Pre-Prep Sports Cup : Rosalind J 
Effort Prize: Lexi M 
Art Prizes: Beau H, Eryn C 
Hollins Pre-Prep Courtesy Cup : Teddy D 
Pre-Prep Languages Shield : Bella W 
Worrow All Rounder Cup: Emily P 
 
Prep 3  
Form Prize: Ophelia B 
Effort Prize: Tamsin L 
Art Prizes: Rory B, Anya O 
Handwriting Prize: Clemmie A 
Spelling Prize: Sophie O’G 
Times table Prize: Arthur A 
 
Prep 4 
Form Prize: Shaysha A 
Effort Prize: Isabella S 
Art Prize & Middle School Music Shield : May C 
Creative Writing Prize & Lisle Ecological Endeavour Trophy: 
Liberty W 
Handwriting Prize: Toby D 
HM Middle School Award: Lucas K, Harry O-R 
Middle School Languages Shield: Poppy B 
Middle School Progress Shield : Pranav B 
Middle School Sports Cup & Spelling Prize:Isobel J 
Middle School Sports Star: Freddie L 
Patel Overall Contribution Shield: Lily E 
Stretton Middle School Courtesy Cup: Charlotte E 
Sweetland Middle School Drama Shield: ZacharyM, Anna-
belle D 
Times Table Prize: Ferdie C 
 
 
Prep 5 
Form Prizes: Amelia G, Chester L 
Effort Prizes: Thomas E, William R, Daniel B, Sophia B 
Art Prizes: Felipe T, Scarlett W-J, Olivia D-M 
Creative Writing Prizes: James D, Aeva P 
Handwriting Prizes: Finn C, Richard H 
Forest School Martin Trophy: Aeva P 
Junior Singing Cup: Thomas B 
Langford Cross Country Trophy for determination and 
effort: Daniel B 
Paul Nolan Most Improved Footballer: Alfie A 
Spelling Prizes: Thomas B, Oliver T, Olivia D-M 
Thomas Cup for IT: Isla K 
Times table Prizes: Isabelle D 
 
 
 

Prep 6 
Form Prize: Eleanor J 
Effort Prizes: Svamin S, Charlie Y 
Art Prizes: Annabelle W, Eleanor M 

Arnold Overall Sports Cup: William D 
Baxter Kindness Cups: Millie D, William D 
Brett History Cup: Evie D 
Burden Cross Country Cup: Angel N 
Camilla Harris Cup for Academic Achievement: Eleanor J 
Chess Cup: Issah K-G 
Christopher Scrivens Maths Cup: William L 
Christopherson Cup: Isabella L 
Citizenship Shield: Evie L 
Creative Writing Prize: Roan E, Zara P 
Endeavour Cup: George B 
Furnival Sports Cup: Evie D 
Handwriting: Dennis B 
HM Award: Alexander S 
HM Award for Endeavour : Lily-Mai H 
HM Award for Exceptional Remote Learning: Arun Juan 
Hockey Cup: Millie D 
Kincaid Music Salver: Eleanor J 
Knights-Toomer Football Shield: Angel N 
Languages Shield: Faith B, Georgie L 
Leonnie Jones Cup for Overall Contribution: Hector H 
Martyn Singing Cup: Annabelle W 
Netball Cup: Evie D 
Read Reading Cup: Pollyanna D 
Science Prize: Charlie Y 
Sophie Miles Dramatic Arts: Flossie A 
Special HM Award for a single personal achievement: Evie L 
Spelling Prizes: Issah K-G 
Spring Grove Football Shield: William D 
Spring Grove Rugby Award: Hector H 
Technology Shield: Edward C-S 
Terence Tickridge Cross-Country Cup: Oliver B 
Times Table prize: Svamin S 
Washington-Jones 
Computer Cup: 
Jack E 

 



 

 

Danks Teaching and 
Coaching 

 

11+ preparation and booster lessons for 

Year 3-6 upwards 

40 minute Online lessons  

Limited places available 

£25.00 per session 

 

 

 Past Director of studies and Head of 

maths at SG 

Contact Mr D at pdanks@live.co.uk 

Mobile 07590488322 

 
 
 
 

PREFECTS 2020-21 

 

School Captains: Isabelle D & Rafael B 
School Vice-Captains: Chester L & Amelia G 
Sports Captains: Alfie A & Olivia D-M 
Sports Leadership Team:  Thomas E, Chester L, 
Daniel B, Amelia G, Pia R-N, Isla K 
 
House Captains:  
Chaucer Thomas E, Sophie B-S, William R 
Austen Richard H, Finn C, Sophia B 
Dickens Aeva P, Dexter W, James B 
Conrad Daniel B, Sam M, Kirtan P 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Music Prefects: Thomas B, Oliver T 
Drama Prefect: Finn C 
Art Prefects: Felipe T, Scarlett W-J 
Eco-Prefect: Osten F-P 
Science Prefect: James Dod 
Technical Prefect: Tom M 
Forest School Prefects: Aeva P, Sophia B 
Charities Prefects: Isla K, Osten F-P 
Languages Prefect: Sophie B-S 
IT Prefects: Wilfie E, Leo B-M 
Library Prefects: Aeva P, Wilfie E, James D, So-
phie B-S, Tom M, Osten F-P, Scarett W-J, Sam M, 
Thomas B 
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CONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONS   
   

Headmaster’s Stars 

Austen: Evie D, Leo BM, Isabelle D, Olivia W  
Chaucer: Chester L, Charlotte E, Tamsin L, Henry G  
Conrad: Edward CS, Isla K, Daniel B, Isobel J, Sanjay P, 
Rosalind J  
Dickens: Angel N, Olivia DM, Clemency A, Oliver MJ  
 

Citizenship Badges 
Bronze Awards: Isla K, Rosalind J, Chester L 

Gold Award:  Olivia D-M 
Supreme Award: Evie D 

 

   

JJJeeelllllly y y ttthhheee   GGGiiirrraaaffffffe e e    
   
   

Congratulations to ChaucerCongratulations to ChaucerCongratulations to Chaucer   

for winning Jellyfor winning Jellyfor winning Jelly   
   

1.1.1.   Chaucer (7712 Stars)Chaucer (7712 Stars)Chaucer (7712 Stars)   

2.2.2.   Austen (6764) Austen (6764) Austen (6764)    

3. Conrad (63723. Conrad (63723. Conrad (6372   

4.  Dickens (6327)4.  Dickens (6327)4.  Dickens (6327)   

BACK PAGE NOTES FROM MR FITZ 

 
What a crazy year it’s been for everyone… I have no re-
grets with regard to this year and the choices I’ve had to 
make. Amazingly, I consider myself extremely lucky to 
have been through what I’ve been through, and to have 
been in this place during these tough times. I’ve been so 
well supported by all the staff and the children, even 
though the pupils might not have known it. I will always 
enjoy the children’s eagerness and joy they have when in 
school. “A great place to grow” and “always do your best” 
have really  rung true with me this year. Those mottos 
aren’t just for the children and I think that’s why there is 
such an amazing sense of community in this school, with 
the staff, children and parents. A lot of that is of course 
due to Bill and Hilary. A lot of the person I am to become I 
owe to them and their kindness and care. I’ve reflected a 
lot this year and I know that I probably wouldn’t have 
made it through a lot of problems without knowing how 
much I could rely on them. Spring Grove will benefit from 
the legacy Bill and Hilary have left for years to come, as will 
everyone who has ever crossed paths with them. I wish 
you all the best in your future endeavours. Thank you 
Spring Grove, have a fantastic summer break and I cannot 
wait to see you next term for another exciting part of the 
year.  Mr Fitzgerald 


