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SG ECO WEEK
This week we have had a fantastic range of activities and visiting
speakers as part of the SG Eco Week. The aims of Eco Week were to
increase ecological awareness at SG, to empower the children to
affect change, to achieve our Surfers Against Sewage ’Plastic Free
School’ statue, to stengthen community links and—very importantly—
to celebrate the award of the Eco-Schools Green Flag which is now
flying proudly from the flagpole outside my study window.
Being awarded Green Flag status last year, in the midst of lockdown,
was a huge achievement and I am very grateful to the SG Eco
Committee and Mr Curnow for all their hard work to get to this stage.
I would also like to thank Mr Curnow for putting together the Eco
Week programme which has kept all of the children occupied,
entertained and informed throughout the week. There’s lots
more about Eco Week in this edition of the Messenger—so
enjoy reading! Mrs Therésa Jaggard

www.springgroveschool.co.uk

DO YOU WANT TO LEARN THE JSAX?
We have an exciting opportunity for Prep 3 and 4 pupils to join
small junior saxophone ensembles in school led by our
enthusiastic woodwind teacher, Peter Cook.
Children will learn the JSax - a mini saxophone that offers a great
starting point for anyone who would eventually like to play a
woodwind instrument, as the fingering is the same as the
recorder, saxophone, flute and clarinet. The Jsax can create a
really good sound, and is very light and small for little fingers. The
skills learned are easily transferable to other instruments and it's
great fun!
The children will be given opportunities to perform throughout
the year, explore different styles of music associated with saxophone groups and
work towards ABRSM Jazz exams. There is a limit of 4 pupils for this ensemble, and
children would need to demonstrate a commitment to attend during one lunchtime
per week.
As we begin to restart this important aspect of music - ensemble music making - we
are paying very close attention to all current government and DfE guidelines
surrounding groups within schools. Here is how we are making music together safely:





Ensembles will take place outside or in the main Music Room where there is space for children and adults to
be socially distanced.
Instruments will be sanitised before and after each child uses them.
Ensembles will only be formed of students within the same bubble.
Pupils will be facing forward and the use of face coverings/visors/perspex screens will be encouraged.

If you have any questions relating to the safety measures we have in place, please do get in contact with Mrs
Britton (jbritton@springgroveschool.co.uk). If your child is interested in the above ensemble, please contact Peter
Cook directly: thepeterplace@me.com

SPORT NEWS
George R played his first ever football match at the weekend for Wye
Juniors. Wye won 5-4 against
Bromley Green! Well done George and keep practicing those ball skills!
Also last weekend Isobel J and Olivia
D-M attended the first round of U11
Kent Cricket trials—both girls did
really well and are through to the
next round, together with Isobel’s
big sister Eleanor (who was in the
squad last year).

DISPLAY OF THE WEEK
Our display of the week this week is Perfect Penguins from Reception class.

What a great week!
We were delighted to be able to welcome an array
of people to work with the children, both in school
and virtually. Thank you to all our guest speakers
for giving their time and their expertise to help us
understand more about the challenges we face as
we all try to find better ways to ‘save the planet’.
The week kicked off with Lorna Doyle who came
into our Monday
Assembly and showed us
how she transforms old
wetsuits into beautiful
bags -she even donated a
bag to SG which will be
used to raise money
towards the Eco fund.
Thank you Lorna!
On Tuesday Tina Degner from Sea
Shepherd UK gave a brilliant virtual
presentation and workshop on
marine pollution and conservation to
all year groups from Reception to
Prep 6, and then on Wednesday
Jenny Bailey - author of and founder
of Tales from Mother Earth came into
school with composer Chris Symons
(see next page).
Mr Eule (Lily’s dad) is a Recycling Engineer and he came
into school to talk to the older year groups about
recycling—what exactly happens to the stuff that goes
in the bin… Then our final virtual visiting speaker was
Ellie Patterson who took time out of her honeymoon to
talk virtually to the children about her Michael Recycle
books, and to judge the dressing-up costumes—
although Ellie was so impressed by the quality and
creativity of the children’s costumes that she felt she
couldn’t decide on a winner—so everyone was a
winner!

TALES FROM MOTHER EARTH
One of our many visitors this week was the team from Tales from Mother Earth who
conducted workshops and activities based on their first book 'Phoebe the Bee'. Local
Ashford author and co-founder, Jenny Bailey was joined by her composer Chris Symons
for a morning of informative games and craft based around conservation and the
plight of the bee.

Current restrictions prevented Jenny
from selling her books at school but
they are available at the link below:
https://talesfrommotherearth.co.uk/
shop/

Speech, Drama and Communication
Qualifications at Spring Grove
Speech and Drama lessons help students to build self-esteem,
communication confidence and vocabulary, skills that filter into all
aspects of school and home life. They are particularly useful for those
who want to improve their speech clarity, positive body language, eye
contact, public speaking and performance skills.
At Spring Grove, we offer our students the opportunity to take Speech
and Drama accredited examinations which give children the opportunity
to develop a range of Communication and Performance skills. As
children move up the grades, they build a portfolio of achievement,
leading to UCAS points earned at grades 6,7 and 8
Lessons are held weekly, currently with fixed times each week.
Lessons are available from Year 2 upwards.
Online lessons are available by arrangement with the teacher.
About the Teacher:
Laura Field, Spoken Words
BA Hons. English, PGCE, P.Cert Teaching Shakespeare, MA Professional
Voice Practice
Laura is a qualified teacher
with an MA in Professional
Voice Practice, specialising in
Communication Skills and
Speech and Drama
examinations. She has
examined and coached young
people and adults across the
globe, helping them to
develop confidence, clear
speech, vocal projection and
expressive presentation.
Spoken Words
Voice and Communication
laura@spokenwords.net
www.spokenwords.net
+44 (0)7793 812364

SPINE GROVE
This week saw the grand opening of our new hedgehog
house—Spine Grove. Also this week Year 1 found a young
hedgehog in the school garden who was clearly weak and
needed some help. Mrs Cracknell called the Cinque Port
Vets in Wye who very kindly agreed to take in the hedgehog
make him stable before passing him onto someone else who
will fatten him up to hopefully release him. We would like to
say a big thank you to Cinque Port Vets for their help!

BEACH CLEAN UP
Prep 3 went to Folkestone and Prep 5 to Reculver to do their beach cleans this week.

DRESSING-UP DAY
Inspired by Michael Recycle, the challenge for our ingenious children (and parents and staff) was to come into
school dressed as a superhero with a costume made entirely of recycled materials.

SG PTA
Committee:
Chair - Suzie Boyd (chair@sgpta.co.uk)
Treasurer - Vicky Jones (treasurer@sgpta.co.uk)
2nd Hand Uniform - Carine Borg (contact via
office@springgroveschool.co.uk)

PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE
the SG PTA AGM will be a virtual meeting on
Tuesday 13 October at 9.00am
ALL WELCOME
If you would like to place an advert in the Messenger, please
email chair@sgpta.co.uk for costs and terms & conditions.
£10 per term; £5 for part of a term.

DIARY
Monday 28—Friday 2 October
Monday 28
Sept

Forest School—Prep 4

Tuesday 29
Sept

Forest School—Prep 6
Parent Consultations Reception—Prep 6
(phone or Google Meet) 5-8pm

Thursday 1
Oct

Parent Consultations Reception—Prep 6
(phone or Google Meet) 5-8pm

Friday 2 Oct

9.15am Friday Yr2 Harvest Assembly
Individual photographs
Forest School—Reception

Jelly the Giraffe
Winner
1. Dickens 438
2. Chaucer 425
3. Conrad 401
4. Austen 326
FAMILIES EAST KENT
CONGRATULATIONS
Head’s Stars
Austen: Liberty W, Sophia B
Dickens: Osten F-P, Rory B ,Lily E, Oliver T, Scarlett W-J
Conrad: Alice P, Amelia G
Chaucer: Myra T, Thomas E
Bronze Citizenship badge
Frank W, Elis F-P
Gold Citizenship Badge
Sam M, Olivia D-M

Families East Kent provides endless ideas, help and advice for
families trying to successfully navigate through the autumn term
including:
* Learning resources for school catch up;
* Must Do's when choosing a school;
* Homework tips;
* Supporting a Dyslexic Child;
* 18 Best New Children's Books for autumn;
* A-Z of Early Years Activities;
* Childcare post lockdown;
* Autumn Outdoor Activities;
* Autumn Crafts;
* Brilliant Halloween recipes;
* Family Halloween games;
* Best board games for rainy days.
The link to the Sept/Oct edition is here.

CREDITS
We are making a change to the way credits are
recognised in Prep 5 and Prep 6 - the form teachers
will now sign the credit table in the back of your
child’s Planner and add these to the whole school
record. We look forward to handing out plenty of
certificates soon!

