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TRIP TO HAWTHORNE TRENCH 

This week Prep 6 visited Hawthorne Trench—a recreation of a World War 1 trench system that has been dug into 
the Kent landscape near Elham. The trench has been designed and constructed from historical images and military 
order books. The children were able to visit an officers' dugout and a further two dugouts for NCOs and storage, as 
well as a German trench with a dugout and machine gun position. Thanks to Mr Curnow for organising this hands-

on history trip! 



 

 

HARVEST ASSEMBLY 
Thank you to Year 2 for their lovely Harvest Assembly which we presented in our live-stream assembly  with Rev’d Holy today. 
And a big thank you to everyone who has brought in food for our Harvest collection, which will be distributed to the local 
Food Bank. There is still time to bring Harvest donations in on Monday morning if you would like to contribute.  
  



 

 

DISPLAY OF THE WEEK 
 

Our display of the week this week is the 
Fantastically flamboyant, fancy and 

fascinating flamingoes from Year 2DG! 

 

 

 

 

 
Speech and Drama lessons help students to build self-esteem, 
communication confidence and vocabulary, skills that filter into all aspects 
of school and home life. They are particularly useful for those who want to 
improve their speech clarity, positive body language, eye contact, public 
speaking and performance skills. 
 

At Spring Grove, we offer our students 
the opportunity to take Speech and 
Drama accredited examinations which 
give children the opportunity to 
develop a range of Communication and 
Performance skills. As children move up 
the grades, they build a portfolio of 
achievement, leading to UCAS points 
earned at grades 6,7 and 8  
 

Lessons are held weekly, currently with 
fixed times each week.  
Lessons are available from Year 2 
upwards. 
Online lessons are available by 
arrangement with the teacher. 
 

About the Teacher: 
Laura Field, Spoken Words BA Hons. English, PGCE, P.Cert Teaching 
Shakespeare, MA Professional Voice Practice 

Laura is a qualified teacher with an MA in Professional Voice Practice, 
specialising in Communication Skills and Speech and Drama 
examinations.  She has examined and coached young people and adults 
across the globe, helping them to develop confidence, clear speech, vocal 
projection and expressive presentation. 
 

To contact Laura, please email laura@spokenwords.com or call 
07793 812364  

mailto:laura@spokenwords.com


 

 

YEAR 1’S AUTUMN WALK 
 
Year 1 went on an autumn walk on Thursday around 
the school field. This was for our science lesson 
topic -seasonal changes. We looked for all the things 
that you might see during Autumn (conkers, conker 
husks, pinecones, falling leaves etc), and we 
managed to find everything on our list—except for 
blackberries. 
  
 
 
 

 

 FAMILIES EAST KENT 

Families East Kent provides endless 
ideas, help and advice for families 
trying to successfully navigate through 
the autumn term including: 
* Learning resources for school catch 
up; 
* Must Do's when choosing a school; 
* Homework tips; 
* Supporting a Dyslexic Child; 
* 18 Best New Children's Books for 
autumn; 
* A-Z of Early Years Activities; 
* Childcare post lockdown; 
* Autumn Outdoor Activities; 
* Autumn Crafts; 
* Brilliant Halloween recipes; 
* Family Halloween games; 
* Best board games for rainy days. 
 
The link to the Sept/Oct edition is 
here. 

https://issuu.com/familiesonline/docs/east_kent_36dbf31efd8c81?fr=sZTE0NTE5MTMyNTg&utm_source=BenchmarkEmail&utm_campaign=Distribution_Points_Mag_Link_Sep%2fOct_Issue_Unengaged&utm_medium=email
https://issuu.com/familiesonline/docs/east_kent_36dbf31efd8c81?fr=sZTE0NTE5MTMyNTg&utm_source=BenchmarkEmail&utm_campaign=Distribution_Points_Mag_Link_Sep%2fOct_Issue_Unengaged&utm_medium=email


 

 

FOREST SCHOOL 

 

In Forest School on Monday Prep 4 tried their hand at knots and lashings, learning to tie 
clove hitches, square lashings and how to make a tripod. After a bit of trial and error, all 
manner of weird and wonderful constructions emerged from the woods. The campfire 
snack involved a culinary experiment 
with marshmallows and rice crispies!  
 

 



 

 

HELLO TO OUR GAP STUDENTS 
 

We’ve been delighted to welcome our two new Gap students 
—Miss Rimmer and Mr Fenwick this term, and of course it’s 
Mr Fitzgerald’s last term with us, having survived an epic and 
unusual year of pandemic and lockdown. Well done Mr Fitz!  
We asked all three of our Gaps to give us an insight into their 
likes and dislikes... 
 

Seaside or 
woodland?  
Miss Rimmer: Seaside 
Mr Fitz: Seaside, with 
a mountain in walking 
distance :)  Mr 
Fenwick: Seaside  
 
Dining out or dinner 
at home?  
Miss Rimmer: Dining 
out  Mr Fitz: Dining at 
home, I’ve become a 
GREAT cook  Mr 
Fenwick: At home  
 
Favourite colour?  
Miss Rimmer: Blue  
Mr Fitz: Blue (but still 
go Conrad)  Mr 
Fenwick: Green  
 

Dog or cat?  
Miss Rimmer: Dog  Mr Fitz:  Dog  Mr Fenwick: Dog 
 
Summer or winter?  
Miss Rimmer: Summer  Mr Fitz:  Summer (South African)  Mr 
Fenwick: Summer  
 
Staycation or vacation?  
Miss Rimmer: Vacation   Mr Fitz:  Vacation (lockdown was 
tough)   Mr Fenwick: Staycation (Cornwall!!)  
 
Book or film?  
Miss Rimmer:  Book   Mr Fitz:  Film (It’s a combination of 
script, music and drama!)  Mr Fenwick: Film  
 
Library or museum?  
Miss Rimmer:  Museum  Mr Fitz:  Museum because you don’t 
have to read everything  Mr Fenwick: Museum  
 
Singing or dancing?  
Miss Rimmer:  Singing   Mr Fitz: Singing, I can’t dance  Mr 
Fenwick: Dancing  
 
Early Bird or Night Owl?  
Miss Rimmer:  Early bird   Mr Fitz: Neither, I like my sleep…
Mr Fenwick: Night owl  
 
Where is the most interesting place you’ve been?  

Miss Rimmer:  Paxos (Greece)   Mr Fitz: Cape Town    
Mr Fenwick: Vietnam  
 
What are your initial impressions of Spring Grove?  
Miss Rimmer:  A happy and supportive place always  Mr 
Fitz:  It is amazingly supportive of everyone   Mr Fenwick: A 
great place to grow  
 
Who is your favourite author?  
Miss Rimmer:  Kristin Hannah   Mr Fitz: Craig Higginson  Mr 
Fenwick: Terry Hayes  
 
What job would you be terrible at?  
Miss Rimmer:  Anything sat down at a desk   Mr 
Fitz:  Accountant   Mr Fenwick: University professor  
 
What are you absolutely determined to do?  
Miss Rimmer:  Travel the world   Mr Fitz:  Always make an 
impression  Mr Fenwick: Become a single figure handicap in 
golf  
 
What fad or trend do you hope comes back?  
Miss Rimmer:  Leg warmers   Mr Fitz:  Flower power   Mr 
Fenwick: Crocs  
 
What city would you most like to live in?  
Miss Rimmer:  Sydney  Mr Fitz: Brisbane, or Vancouver   Mr 
Fenwick: London  
 
When was the last time you climbed a tree?  
Miss Rimmer:  Probably 2 weeks ago  Mr Fitz: A long time 
ago :(   Mr Fenwick: 3 months ago  
 
What fictional place would you most like to visit?  
Miss Rimmer:  Bilbo Baggins’ house  Mr Fitz: Hogwarts  Mr 
Fenwick: Hogwarts  
 
What’s the best single day on the calendar?  
Miss Rimmer:  Pancake day  Mr Fitz: Christmas Eve  Mr 
Fenwick: Christmas Day  



 

 

GIRAFFES NEWS 

This week in the Giraffe Class we went on a walk around the School grounds looking for signs of Autumn. The 
children found lots of leaves, conkers and chestnuts and there was lots of talk about the changing colour of the 
leaves and the different sizes of the conkers. 
  
We have also been practising our listening skills and made shakers which the children used to make quiet and loud 
noises - you can guess which sound they preferred! 

SPACE HOPPERS! 

Year 2 have enjoyed playtime with some new bouncy 
equipment this week! 



 

   

In preparation for our first remote AGM on Tuesday 13 
October (Zoom link will be sent out) please see below the 
list of committee positions along with any parents who have 
expressed interest in a particular role. 
 

Chair: Vacant position 

Treasurer: Vacant position 

Secretary: Vacant position 

School rep: Nicky Lee-Browne 

Teddies rep: Alex Lawton-Bryant 
Giraffes rep: Alex Lawton-Bryant 
Reception: Kerry Derrick 

Year 1 rep: Emma Paine 

Year 2 rep: Danielle Vernes & Chika Brown 

Prep 3 rep: Sophia Miller Jones 

Prep 4 rep: Nathalie Battershill 
Prep 5 rep: Alex Lawton-Bryant & Melanie Savory 

Prep 6 rep: Carine Borg & Janette Makin 
 
If any new parents would like to get involved, additional 
class reps would be especially welcome to support those 
who have kindly offered to take on the positions this year. 
All names put forward will be proposed and seconded 
during the meeting. If anyone is interested in any of the 
roles or would like to discuss anything please get in touch 
with the current Chair Suzie Boyd - 07767 666284 or 
chair@sgpta.co.uk. 
 
If you would like to place an advert in the Messenger, please 
email chair@sgpta.co.uk for costs and terms & conditions. 
£10 per term; £5 for part of a term. 

SG PTA 
DIARY 

Monday 5—Friday 9 October 

Monday 5 Oct Parent Consultations Week— Nursery 
Forest School—Prep 3 

Tuesday 6 Oct Forest School—Prep 5 
 

Thursday 8 
Oct 

Year 1 trip to Museum of Kent Life 

Friday 9 Oct  9.15am Friday Assembly Year 1  
 

CONGRATULATIONS  
Head’s Stars 

Austen: Isabelle D  
Dickens: Edward B, Quinn C, Ferdie C, Thomas B, Aeva P  
Conrad: James B, Mollie S. Sanjay P. Isobel J. Thomas M, 
Kirtan P  
Chaucer: Thomas CH, Lily W, Isabella W, Frank W,  
Rafael B  
 
Gold Citizenship Badge                  
Scarlett W-J 

JJJeeelllllly y y ttthhheee   GGGiiirrraaaffffffe e e    
   
   

   

WinnerWinnerWinner   

1. Chaucer 5321. Chaucer 5321. Chaucer 532   
2. Dickens 4742. Dickens 4742. Dickens 474   
3. Conrad 4023. Conrad 4023. Conrad 402   
4. Austen 3484. Austen 3484. Austen 348   

                  

CANTERBURY SENIOR SCHOOL 
OPEN MORNINGS 

 

St Edmund’s, Kent College and King’s Canterbury all 
have virtual Open Mornings tomorrow (3 October) - 
you can still register via these links below: 
 
https://www.stedmunds.org.uk/admissions/open-
events/  
 
https://visit.kentcollege.com/ 
 
www.kings-school.co.uk  

mailto:chair@sgpta.co.uk
mailto:chair@sgpta.co.uk
https://www.stedmunds.org.uk/admissions/open-events/
https://www.stedmunds.org.uk/admissions/open-events/
https://visit.kentcollege.com/
http://www.kings-school.co.uk/


 

 


