
 

 

 

 

 
SG MESSENGER: 16 October 2020, No. 7 www.springgroveschool.co.uk 

THANK YOU TO MR DESMET 

 
As part of our PSHE lessons Mrs Desmet has been reading from her book 'My Dad is Different' to help the 

children think about and celebrate difference. The children had so many questions that Mr Desmet very kindly 
agreed to come into school to talk to them - and to help raise awareness and appreciation of the differences in 
everyone. A huge thank you to Mr Desmet - the children were fascinated by your amazing car and your visit has 

sparked a whole lot more questions and discussion for our PSHE lessons!  

 

Spring Grove School 

Harville Road 

Wye, TN25 5EZ 

 
Dear Mr Desmet, 

 
Thank you very much for com

ing into 

school and giving us a talk about your 

disability. It was interesting to see 

what life is 
like in a wheelchair. We 

all think your car is cool 
and your 

gadgets are epic! 

 
We all lov

e the way your ramp moves 

up and down from your car. It was 

interesting to hear all the answers to 

our questions. 

 
We enjoyed to listen

 to the story about 

when you fell off your wheelchair and 

Mrs Desmet laughed! 

 
Good luck! 

Love from all of Prep 3 
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RECEPTION VISIT TO JULIE ROSE 
 
Reception went for a trip to the Julie Rose Stadium on Monday to do lots of running, jumping and throwing. They 
had great fun! Thank you to Mrs Langford and Miss Rimmer for organising all the activities. 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY MRS JAGGARD! 
A big HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Mrs Jaggard for this weekend! We 
sang Happy Birthday with Mrs Britton and Alfie on trumpet in 

Assembly, and then the Teddies children also went on a special 
visit to the Head’s study to sing their own Happy Birthday. We 

hope you have a lovely day tomorrow Mrs Jaggard! 
  

MRS LANGFORD’S 
CHALLENGE 

Mrs Langford has set a challenge for all of our 
nature-lovers: can you identify this beautiful 
caterpillar? 
 
Year 2 spotted it just as they were about to start 
their PE lesson this week.  

 
Mrs Langford think she knows what species it 
is—can you identify it?  
(Answer in the next Messenger!)  

DOT AND DASH 
We have two new members of the Spring Grove family 
happily installed on our nice full pond—Dot and Dash 

were rescued by Mrs de Giles and brought into school to 
make their home here. 

  

A BUSY WEEK IN RECEPTION 

As well as our fabulous trip to the Julie Rose on Monday, the 
children in Reception have also been looking at repeating 
patterns and learning about the letter ‘g’. Hello from all the 
Gruffalos in Reception!  



 

 

 

DISPLAY OF THE WEEK 
 

Display of the Week this week is Year 1’s colourful rainbow display 

DONATIONS REQUEST 
FROM RECEPTION 

 

Reception class would be very 
grateful for any donations of 

kitchen utensils, wooden spoons or 
spatulas and terracotta plant pots 

for the Reception garden.   
 

Thank you! 

BONFIRE NIGHT 
 

Sadly we have had to cancel 
our usual Bonfire Night 

celebrations 
this year.  

 
We will be 

back in 
2021! 



 

 

TEDDIES OUT AND ABOUT 
 

This week the Teddies have been exploring the school field and loved playing on the zip wire and climbing frame!  

OPEN MORNING ART 
 

Thank you to all the Prep 5 volunteers who came into school on Saturday to help 
with our Open Morning. It was a great success with lots of visitors going on 

socially distanced tours. Mrs Desmet ran an art activity for the morning and our 
talented artists produced some lovely work. 



 

 

MAY’S AMAZING FIND 
 

May C brought this into school last week, and we featured it in our Assembly of 9 October 2020, 179 years after it 
was published. It was found in a wall in May’s house during some renovations—it is a very old house! May told us: 

“This is a 179-year-old newspaper. It is The Times on Saturday, October the 9th, 1841, four years after Queen 
Victoria was crowned.”  Thank you for sharing your amazing find with us May. 

 

 

 

 

Speech and Drama lessons 
help students to build self-
esteem, communication 
confidence and vocabulary, 
skills that filter into all 
aspects of school and home 
life. They are particularly 
useful for those who want to 
improve their speech clarity, 
positive body language, eye 
contact, public speaking and 
performance skills. 
 

At Spring Grove, we offer our 
students the opportunity to take Speech and Drama accredited 
examinations which give children the opportunity to develop a 
range of Communication and Performance skills. As children 
move up the grades, they build a portfolio of achievement, 
leading to UCAS points earned at grades 6,7 and 8  
 

Lessons are held weekly, currently with fixed times each week.  
Lessons are available from Year 2 upwards. 
Online lessons are available by arrangement with the teacher. 
 

About the Teacher: 
Laura Field, Spoken Words BA Hons. English, PGCE, P.Cert 
Teaching Shakespeare, MA Professional Voice Practice 

Laura is a qualified teacher with an MA in Professional Voice 
Practice, specialising in Communication Skills and Speech and 
Drama examinations.  She has examined and coached young 
people and adults across the globe, helping them to develop 
confidence, clear speech, vocal projection and expressive 
presentation. 
 

To contact Laura, please 
email laura@spokenwords.com or call 07793 812364  
 

mailto:laura@spokenwords.com


 

 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 
 

The new School Council is as follows: 
 

Year 1—Cecily B & Remy B 
Year 2—Willow K, Miller P, Willa L & Lily W 

Prep 3—Bella W & Ella B-M 
Prep 4—Elis FP & Rufus H 

Prep 5—Charlotte E & Pranav B 
Prep 6—Isla K, Richard H, Chester L & Finn C 

FOREST SCHOOL 
 

With Halloween approaching, Prep 4 learned essential knife skills (with potato peeler!) to make magic wands. Year 
1, meanwhile, helped to build the latest Forest School addition, a bug hotel named Mal-lory Towers…  

PREP 3 ASSEMBLY 
 

Our Friday Assembly this week was led by members of 
our new School Council from Prep 6, and we also 

celebrated Mrs Jaggard’s special birthday. It featured 
a short video from Wilfie E—thanks, Wilfie your poem 

was brilliant! —and a presentation from Prep 3 that 
told us how our country has been shaped over history 
by invasion and the threat of invasion. Well done to 

all of Prep 3, Mr Curnow and Mrs Saxby it was 
fantastic! 



 

 

WELCOME, MRS BRITTON! 

 
We were delighted to welcome Mrs Britton, our new Director 
of Music, at the start of term. Here’s a brief glimpse into Mrs 
Britton’s likes and dislikes in the SG Quiz: 
 
Seaside or woodland? Woodland. Seaweed freaks me out! 
 
Dining out or dinner at home? Dinner at home  
 
Favourite colour? Blue  
 
Dog or cat? Cat. Dog. Cat. Dog.  I can’t choose! 
 
Summer or winter? Winter - at least you can wrap up when 
it’s cold 
 
Staycation or vacation? 
Vacation  
 
Book or film? Book  
 
Library or museum? Museum  
 
Singing or dancing? Singing 
every time. Do not ask me to 
dance! 
 
Early Bird or Night Owl? Night Owl (it’s 23:55 as I write this!) 
 

Where is the most interesting place you’ve been? A church 
in Montecatini Alto in Italy. It was filled with beautiful old 
music manuscripts complete with choir members’ doodles! 
 
What are your initial impressions of Spring Grove? A happy 
place where lots of fun things are happening all the time 
 
Who is your favourite author? Roald Dahl. I have loved all of 
his books 
 
What job would you be terrible at?  Anything that involves 
proximity to spiders. Keeper of Arachnids at the zoo would 
be the death of me 
 

What are you absolutely determined to do? To be the best 
mum I can be 
 

What fad or trend do you hope comes back? Renaissance 
madrigals. I’m not sure you can call it a fad, but they are 
groovy and should make a come-back. : ) 
 

What city would you most like to live in? Canterbury! 
 

When was the last time you climbed a tree?  About 2 
weeks ago 
 

What fictional place would you most like to visit? Willy 
Wonka’s Chocolate Factory 
 

What’s the best single day on the calendar? Christmas Eve 



 

   

The SG PTA virtual AGM was held on Tuesday 13 October 
and it was lovely to see so many new faces appearing on the 
Zoom meeting! Click here to read the minutes of the 
meeting. 
 

PTA positions have now been filled for 2020-21 

Chair: Suzie Boyd re-appointed  
Vice-chair: Alex Clarke  
Treasurer: Jim Pritchard appointed, Vicky Jones resigned  
Secretary: Lindsay Heasman-Hurst appointed  
2nd-hand uniform: Carine Borg; Philipa Ballerio; Anneli 
Woolls 
School rep: Nicky Lee-Browne 
Teddies rep: Alex Clarke  
Giraffes rep: Alex Clarke  
Reception: Kerry Derrick, Kerry Wetherall  
Year 1 rep: Emma Paine 
Year 2 rep: Danielle Vernes & Chika Brown 
Prep 3 rep: Sophia Miller Jones 
Prep 4 rep: Nathalie Battershill 
Prep 5 rep: Alex Clarke & Melanie Savory 
Prep 6 rep: Carine Borg & Janette Makin 
 
 
If you would like to place an advert in the Messenger, please 
email chair@sgpta.co.uk for costs and terms & conditions. 
£10 per term; £5 for part of a term. 

SG PTA 
DIARY 

Monday 19—Friday 23 October 

Monday 19 
Oct 

Forest School—Prep 3 

Tuesday 18 
Oct 

Forest School—Prep 5 
 

Wednesday 
19 Oct 

Festival of Performance Poetry 
 

Thursday 20 
Oct 

 HALF TERM 
 

CONGRATULATIONS  
Head’s Stars 

Austen: Emilia H-H, Lexi M, Mariella C  
Dickens: Sebastian S, Charlie A, Harry O-R  
Conrad: Edward G, Aarav S, Freddie L 
Chaucer: Grace A, Arthur A, Sophie O’G, Pranav B, 
Charlotte E 
 
Silver Challenge Award 
Isabelle D 

JJJeeelllllly y y ttthhheee   GGGiiirrraaaffffffe e e    
   
   

   

WinnerWinnerWinner   

1. Dickens 5501. Dickens 5501. Dickens 550   
2. Chaucer 4732. Chaucer 4732. Chaucer 473   
3. Conrad 3983. Conrad 3983. Conrad 398   
4. Austen 3774. Austen 3774. Austen 377   

                  

FLU IMMUNISATION 

 

The Immunisation team will be attending 
on 27/11/2020 to give the FLU nasal sprays.  
The online consent portal is available online 
at https://www.kentcht.nhs.uk/forms/imms
-consent-form/ until 24/11/2020. Don’t 
forget to record your consent or refusal for 
your child’s FLU vaccine.  
 
Please use the school URN number(118992) 
to access the form.  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KcJjtWNvA1TF28X5_C3iN5ynQqc6LRBfrkCqS2wkyJk/edit?ts=5f89a83d
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KcJjtWNvA1TF28X5_C3iN5ynQqc6LRBfrkCqS2wkyJk/edit?ts=5f89a83d
mailto:chair@sgpta.co.uk
https://www.kentcht.nhs.uk/forms/imms-consent-form/
https://www.kentcht.nhs.uk/forms/imms-consent-form/


 

 


