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HAPPY HALF TERM FROM MRS JAGGARD 

It's been an unusual and exhilarating half term as we welcomed the whole school back and I started my Headship at Spring 
Grove. I was touched by the many messages of welcome I received in September and by the support I have received from 
the whole Spring Grove community as I took over from Mr Jones. We have seen occasional glimpses of Mr and Mrs Jones 
on Facebook enjoying their new life in the beautiful Scottish hills near Edinburgh, and it's lovely to see them looking so 
healthy and happy in retirement.  
  
The ongoing Covid-19 pandemic has not made life easy for staff, pupils or parents this half term and I would like to thank 
everyone for their forbearance, patience and understanding as we continue to grapple with the challenges thrown up by 
the current situation. We have spent this first half of term reinventing many events and features of our school calendar - 
Cafe de l'Ecole was turned into a live-streamed French assembly with croissants and pains au chocolat served in year group 
bubbles; our live-stream assemblies have moved from the hall to the Head's sofa in the study; our class Assembly 
presentations are now filmed as videos; our House Entertainments were reinvented as poetry performances live-streamed 
by our very own roving reporter, Mr Reed. The children's poetry performances were incredibly entertaining: my thanks to 
Laura Field, whose performance reviews were first-rate. 
  
In addition we held a very successful Eco Week, masterminded and organised by Mr Curnow, with litter sweeps, beach 
clean-ups, and a wide range of visiting speakers both live and virtual. It is lovely to see our brand new Eco Schools Green 
flag fluttering from the school flagpole - a great achievement for Spring Grove. 
  
The Covid situation has also meant that we have had to review and revise almost every aspect of our school life including 
drop-off and pick-up, lunch arrangements, playtime arrangements, and 
after-school care - again my thanks to go to all the staff at school who 
have adapted so readily over the past few weeks.  
  
We are sadly unable to host our Fireworks Evening festivities this year, 
but the SG PTA has challenged the children to make fireworks hats - and 
I am sure we can look forward to some amazingly creative 
millinery!  The children should bring their hats in on 5th November, 
when they will be worn and judged by our Head of Art, Miss Drury. 
  
I hope you have a restful and enjoyable half term and we look forward 
to seeing everyone back on Monday 2nd November.    
 
Mrs Therésa Jaggard 



 

 

PERFORMANCE POETRY 
 

We couldn’t do House Entertainments this year but we could do … Performance Poetry! The wonderful poems of 
Allan Ahlberg provided all of our classes with great entertainment for the last day of half term, and they then 
performed them on live TV to the rest of the school and the SG community. With Mrs Jaggard and Mrs Field 

watching and commenting from the Head’s sofa, Mrs Britton filming in the study, Mr Urand on production, and Mr 
Reed as our roving reporter, it all worked (almost) seamlessly… Thank you too to Thomas B who played and sang 

beautifully as an interlude in the middle of the live-stream. 



 

 

EVE’S BLUE PETER BADGE 
 
Huge congratulations to Eve H who has been awarded a 
Green Blue Peter Badge which is especially for Blue Peter 
viewers who care about the environment and nature. Eve 
sent in some fabulous work all about red kites—and she 
even made a red kite hand puppet (see below). Fantastic 
Eve—we are very proud of you! 
 
 
 

 
 

KENT U11 CRICKET 
 

Congratulations to Olivia D-M for her selection to 
play for Kent U11 Girls Cricket team. Olivia starts her 

full training in November. Good luck Olivia—
everyone at SG is very proud of you! 

Recycle your newspapers and 

plastic bottles! 

The Art Department is in desperate need of old 

newspapers and plastic bottles. Please send them 

in with your children—there will be a collection box 

in the entrance foyer. Thank you!! 



 

 

PREP 3 GRAPHIC SCORES 

In Music lessons Prep 3 have been using their composition (and artistic) skills to create their own graphic scores. 
Graphic scores use non-standard music notation to represent the composer's musical ideas. We studied various 
ways that composers have used this system of music notation and listened to performers’ interpretations of them. 
In groups, Prep 3 made use of different symbols, colours, shapes and textures to represent the instruments they 
chose for their composition. They then taught their piece to the rest of the class and had a go at performing them. 
It was great fun listening to how each group’s piece was interpreted - 

sometimes very different to 
what the composers 
originally intended! 
  

MRS LANGFORD’S ANSWER! 
Well done to Sophie O’G for identifying this 
beautiful caterpillar and replying to Mrs 
Langford:  
 
The caterpillar that you have spotted belongs to a 

Pale Tussock Moth. 

Mrs Desmet also identified the caterpillar 
and supplied some extra information: this 
caterpillar was once commonly found on 
hops growing in the south east of England 
where the pickers referred to the 
caterpillars as ‘Hop Dogs’.  Mrs Desmet 
placed our Hop Dog into the bug hotel 
where we hope it will thrive! 

NEWS FROM RECEPTION CLASS 

Reception class have been taking part in Halloween activities - 
learning about pumpkins, how they grow, the different types and 
colours and recipes to make such as pumpkin soup and pie. We 
also had a pumpkin hunt in the Eco garden which was great fun! 
This week we also wrote our own story - 
The Car Wash. And we have a new 
addition to our classroom, a fabulous 
willow reading den which is proving to be 
very popular! 

  



 

 

 

PREP 4: THINK PLASTIC! 
 

As part of our Eco Week earlier this term, Prep 4 were tasked to write letters to industry to ‘complain’ about the 
unnecessary use of plastic. After some research, the children brought in examples of excessive plastic that they’d 
found and then set about writing formal letters to different companies. These included many supermarkets, fast 
food restaurants and delivery companies. It was therefore a great delight to the children, when they started to 
receive some replies this week. Tesco and Sainsbury’s have been first off the mark with brilliant responses and 
pledges to reduce their plastic use.  



 

 

FOREST SCHOOL 
 

Prep 3 and 5 visited Forest School this week—the Prep 3 children began their session by helping to put the finishing 
touches to Year 1’s new bug hotel, ‘Mal-ory Towers’. With Halloween only a few days off, there was also time to 
make some spooky broomsticks, while Prep 5 carved pumpkins into all manner of different designs; some scary, 
some not so much…! 

 

 

 

 

Speech and Drama lessons 
help students to build self-
esteem, communication 
confidence and vocabulary, 
skills that filter into all 
aspects of school and home 
life. They are particularly 
useful for those who want to 
improve their speech clarity, 
positive body language, eye 
contact, public speaking and 
performance skills. 
 

At Spring Grove, we offer our 
students the opportunity to take Speech and Drama accredited 
examinations which give children the opportunity to develop a 
range of Communication and Performance skills. As children 
move up the grades, they build a portfolio of achievement, 
leading to UCAS points earned at grades 6,7 and 8  
 

Lessons are held weekly, currently with fixed times each week.  
Lessons are available from Year 2 upwards. 
Online lessons are available by arrangement with the teacher. 
 

About the Teacher: 
Laura Field, Spoken Words BA Hons. English, PGCE, P.Cert 
Teaching Shakespeare, MA Professional Voice Practice 

Laura is a qualified teacher with an MA in Professional Voice 
Practice, specialising in Communication Skills and Speech and 
Drama examinations.  She has examined and coached young 
people and adults across the globe, helping them to develop 
confidence, clear speech, vocal projection and expressive 
presentation. 
 

To contact Laura, please 
email laura@spokenwords.com or call 07793 812364  
 

mailto:laura@spokenwords.com


 

 

ARTSMARK NEWS 
 

Our friends at The Animates Arts Company have invited Spring Grove to work on a 
very special arts project this term, in collaboration with some other local schools. As 
part of the national Big Draw Festival which encourages artists —adults and children 
alike —to be creative, Animates Arts plan to create a music video of the Arctic 
continent, featuring Arctic terns (sea swallows) and fellow habitants, many of which 
are being seriously endangered by the melting ice-caps. The music for the video will be 
‘The Carol of the Bells’ . This is what Animates Arts say about this choice of music: 
 
‘The music was written in 1916 by Ukrainian composer Mykola Leontovich and titled 
‘Shchedryk’. It was originally a folk song telling the tale of a swallow flying into a household to 
proclaim the plentiful year that the family will have. The song's title is derived from the 
Ukrainian word ‘shchedryj’ which means ‘bountiful’. Given this year’s rollercoaster and the fact we will share this music at 
Christmas, we hope that the choice of this song will bring better days and happiness for families in the coming year.’ 
https://youtu.be/GM90s2W3bEg  

 
The Prep 3 and Prep 4 children have embarked on this adventure, working hard on their appointed activities.  

  
  

https://youtu.be/GM90s2W3bEg


 

 

ARTISTS OF THE WEEK 

 

Our artists of the 
week this week are 
Year 2 for their 
Giuseppe Arcimboldo- 
inspired vegetable 
face. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

TREE DRESSING  

 

A message from 
Miss Drury: ‘Tree 
Dressing is an 
exciting Art project 
for the first week 
of December—I 
will assign a tree 
on the front lawn 
to each year 
group. They will 
need to decide 
how to decorate it—in their bubble colour, 
predominantly.  
 
Over the next few weeks, it would be great if parents 
could send in (to form teachers): 
  
 Glass Jars and empty plastic milk bottles - for 

lantern making 
 Baubles 
 Ribbon 
 Anything else that could be recycled to look 

pretty! 
 
You can find out more about the Tree Dressing project 
at www.commonground.org.uk/tree-dressing-day/ 

https://www.commonground.org.uk/tree-dressing-day/


 

   

The next SG PTA virtual meeting  is Monday 2nd November 
at 9am – a Zoom link will be sent out next Friday via email 
from the school. Minutes from the last meeting on Tuesday 
13 October can be found here. 
 
PTA 2020-21 

Chair: Suzie Boyd chair@sgpta.co.uk 
Vice-chair: Alex Clarke  
Treasurer: Jim Pritchard treasurer@sgpta.co.uk  
Secretary: Lindsay Heasman-Hurst secretary@sgpta.co.uk 
2nd-hand uniform: Carine Borg; Philipa Ballerio; Anneli 
Woolls uniform@sgpta.co.uk 
School rep: Nicky Lee-Browne  
Teddies rep: Alex Clarke  
Giraffes rep: Alex Clarke  
Reception: Kerry Derrick, Kerry Wetherall  
Year 1 rep: Emma Paine 
Year 2 rep: Danielle Vernes & Chika Brown 
Prep 3 rep: Sophia Miller Jones 
Prep 4 rep: Nathalie Battershill 
Prep 5 rep: Alex Clarke & Melanie Savory 
Prep 6 rep: Carine Borg & Janette Makin 
 
If you would like to place an advert in the Messenger, please 
email chair@sgpta.co.uk for costs and terms & conditions. 
£10 per term; £5 for part of a term. 
 

SG PTA 
DIARY 

Monday 2—Friday 6 November 

Monday 2 
November 

Back to school 
SG PTA virtual meeting via Zoom 9am 
Forest School—Prep 4 

Tuesday 3 
November 

Forest School—Prep 6 
 

Thursday 5 
November 

BONFIRE NIGHT  
Fireworks Hats to come to school 

Friday 6 
November 

Prep 6 Remembrance Assembly live-
stream 9.15am 
Forest School—Year 2 

FLU IMMUNISATION 

 
The Immunisation team will be attending on 
27/11/2020 to give the FLU nasal sprays.  
The online consent portal is available online at https://
www.kentcht.nhs.uk/forms/imms-consent-
form/ until 24/11/2020. Don’t forget to record your 
consent or refusal for your child’s FLU vaccine.  
 
Please use the school URN number(118992) to access the 
form.  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KcJjtWNvA1TF28X5_C3iN5ynQqc6LRBfrkCqS2wkyJk/edit?ts=5f89a83d&pli=1
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