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WELCOME BACK FROM MRS JAGGARD 

Happy New Year!  I hope you have all enjoyed a happy and safe 
Christmas; thank you so much for the kind gifts and messages, 
they were very much appreciated.   
 
It’s been a busy few days and everyone has been working really 
hard either online, at home, or as part of Key Worker School. As I 
write this, I can hear Mrs de Giles chatting virtually with the Year 2 
children at home, who are sharing news with the Year 2 Key 
Worker children. They sound really buoyant, enjoying a virtual 
catch-up.  It has been a really positive start to the new term; the 
children, whether online or in school have been enthusiastic  
about their learning.  
 
Al Sylvester, inspirational speaker, Antarctic Explorer, Mountain 
Rescue Leader and all-round incredibly brave man, was a total 
hit—he is clearly someone who is used to conquering adversity, 
and the Prep 6 children told me how inspirational they found 
him.  My thanks to Mr Curnow for organising such an amazing 
event—perfect for the beginning of a new term, where we find 
ourselves, yet again, in slightly unusual circumstances: facing 
them with a sense of 
humour, in true Spring  
Grove spirit.  
 
Finally I’d like welcome Mrs 
Shauna Hodgetts who is 
currently supporting Key 
Worker School for Prep 3. 
Welcome to SG! 
 
Mrs Jaggard 



 

 

YEAR 2—THE MAGIC PAINTBRUSH 

Year 2’s new topic for the term is China, so In their first Art lesson we 
looked at the Chinese Folktale 'The Magic Paintbrush’. The children 
had to create their own magic paintbrush using recyclables, glitter, 
tinsel and whatever else they could find. The results were sparkly! In 
school the Key Worker children made Chinese drums. 



 

 

NEWS FROM GIRAFFES 
 
Giraffes have been learning about Winter this week. 
They painted pictures of snowmen, investigated the 

properties of ice and 
wrapped up warm to 
play in the garden.   

 
 

HEDGEHOG HOME 

Jenson made a hegehog house this week from old 
bits of wood—let’s hope the house has some new 
inhabitants this Spring! 



 

 

MUSIC REPORT FROM MRS BRITTON 

 
We have had a fantastic start to Music this term. It is lovely to be able to make music together even if we can't always hear 
each other play. It's great to hear so many children wanting to share their music with their friends. Moving around to music 
or joining in with a musical game is wonderful for raising the spirits, and seeing the other faces on the screen responding to 
the music is a really uplifting experience for all!  
  
Reception have been set a dance challenge, where they need to find an adult, say 
"dance" to them, and then dance with them for 10 seconds! We will be focusing 
on using our voices and noisy items to create character voices and sound effects 
for story books this term and I can't wait to hear what they will come up with!  
  
Form 1 practised some rhythms, sol-fa and a call-and-response song that they 
remembered from last term. We discovered how tricky a call-and-response song 
could be on Google Meet! They showed me how well they could respond to music 
using dance and movement and I saw some wonderful, groovy moves! 
  
Form 2 began with some familiar warm-ups and rhythm games, and they learned a new 
song, ‘High, Low, Piccolo’. We will use this song and others to explore high and low pitch. 
They created some artwork in response to contrasting orchestral music with great results, 

and we even managed to squeeze in a game of ‘Don't Clap That 
One Back’. 
  
Prep 3 began their module on the Instruments of the orchestra, 
focusing on the string section this week. We watched a large group 
of string players showing off their instruments and I showed them 

up close how my violin creates sound and the different ways it can be played. They had a go at 
creating their own short piece for strings in Music Labs with great results. By the end of the 
term we will have studied all sections of the orchestra and find out how they are put together 
cleverly in pieces such as Prokofiev's ‘Peter and the Wolf’. 
  
Prep 4 began working on a 
composition they will create using 
Song Maker. They began by inputting 
and editing their melody and rhythm 
tracks, creating an 8-second clip of 
music. Over the next few weeks they 
will learn their short composition 

either on their instrument or voice to be recorded and assembled 
into one piece. It will have its premiere at the informal concert in Week 6! 

  
Prep 5 also began working on pieces for the informal concert, one of which is 
Pharrell Williams' song ‘Happy’. They will learn their own part on their 
instrument and also learn the Makaton signs for this song. As it is the first 
concert of the year and also near to Chinese New Year, we will be performing 
an instrumental version of a New Year Carol also. 
  
Prep 6 have started on the topic of Film and Game music, looking at how 
composers change the music we hear to reflect and enhance the action on the 
screen. We will look at 

how the music changes the atmosphere of a scene, and they will 
create their own audio track to a chosen clip of game or film footage. 
We will also look at the practical applications of these skills in career 
pathways such as media production and app development. 
  
Well done to everyone for engaging so well with online Music so far. 
Looking forward to the coming weeks of almost-ensemble music-
making ahead! 
Mrs Britton 



 

 

HOME LEARNING 

We are always delighted to get your Home Learning pictures—please keep 
sending them to HomeLearning@springgroveschool.co.uk 

Danks 
Teaching and 

Coaching 

 

11+ preparation and booster lessons for Year 

3-6 upwards 

40 minute Online lessons  

Limited places available 

£25.00 per session 

 

 Past Director of studies and Head of 

maths at SG 

Contact Mr D at pdanks@live.co.uk 

mailto:pdanks@live.co.uk


 

 

KEY WORKER SCHOOL 
 

It’s been lovely to have our Key Worker children in 
school this week. Prep 6 helped Mrs Jaggard present our 
Friday Assembly. Meanwhile in the Reception classroom 
the Year 1 children are enjoying being back in their old 
room and have had a great time building towers 
together when having a break from their online 
learning. The Reception and Year 1 children are also 
enjoying coming together to watch assembly and they 
loved listening to our visiting speaker, Al Sylvester—the 
children had some fantastic questions! 

 

Carlie Curnow - original artwork and limited-
edition prints. Full portfolio available on 
Facebook. Studio visits by appointment. 

 

07855108177 

www.facebook.com/carliecurnowartist 



 

 

 
Speech and Drama lessons help students to build self-esteem, communication 
confidence and vocabulary, skills that filter into all aspects of school and home 
life. They are particularly useful for those who want to improve their speech 
clarity, positive body language, eye contact, public speaking and performance 
skills. 
 

At Spring Grove, we offer our students the opportunity to take Speech and Drama accredited examinations which give children the opportunity to 
develop a range of Communication and Performance skills. As children move up the grades, they build a portfolio of achievement, leading to UCAS 
points earned at grades 6,7 and 8  
 

Lessons are held weekly, currently with fixed times each week.  Lessons are available from Year 2 upwards. 
Online lessons are available by arrangement with the teacher. 
 

About the Teacher: 
Laura Field, Spoken Words BA Hons. English, PGCE, P.Cert Teaching Shakespeare, MA Professional Voice Practice 

Laura is a qualified teacher with an MA in Professional Voice Practice, specialising in Communication Skills and Speech and 
Drama examinations.  She has examined and coached young people and adults across the globe, helping them to develop 
confidence, clear speech, vocal projection and expressive presentation. 
 

To contact Laura, please email  laura@spokenwords.net or call 07793 812364  

ALGORITHMS 

 

Well done to Arthur for completing this 
Maths Camp—impressive! 

mailto:laura@spokenwords.net

