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NEXT WEEK IS BOOK WEEK!
Next week we are
celebrating World Book
Day on Thursday 4 March
by having a book-themed
week. Highlights will
include a virtual visit from
the popular children’s
writer Andrew Clover—
author of the fabulous
Rory Branagan books.
Andrew was an absolute
hit last time he came to
school
and we
can’t wait
to
welcome
him again!

www.springgroveschool.co.uk

RETURN TO SCHOOL—8 MARCH
We are really looking forward to welcoming
everyone back to school again on Monday 8 March—
it will be lovely to have a school full of children once
more! Emails have gone out to all parents regarding
the return to school.

VIRTUAL OPEN MORNING
We are holding a Virtual Open Morning on Saturday
6 March—if parents know anyone who might be
interested in joining us for a mixture of live and prerecorded events please ask them to register on the
school website www.springgroveschool.co.uk

SCHOLARSHIPS
A reminder that the deadline for scholarship
application for September 2021 is 10 March 2021.

On Friday 5 March we are having book themed
Dressing-Up Day.
Whether you’re learning at home or in school you are
invited to dress as your favourite book character. Don’t
forget to send in your pictures in to
HomeLearning@springgroveschool.co.uk

We are offering scholarships for children starting in
Years 3 , 4 and 5 in September 2021.
Further information and link to an online application
form can be found on the school website:
www.springgroveschool.co.uk

WORLD BOOK DAY
CHALLENGE
It’s not too late to take part in the World Book
Day challenge.
Children will be given 1 star for their house for
each successfully completed activity. You can
keep track of your completed challenges on
this website (www.worldbookday.com/
reading-stars/older-bookworms/) and print
out your certificate.

LOOK AT OUR FABULOUS RECEPTION GARDEN!
The Reception garden has had a make-over with a new canopy and grass so that it can be used in all weathers. We
can’t wait to have everyone back to play!

SHOWERBOX
On Tuesday 23rd February, we were very lucky to be joined by Sarah
Lamptey; model, DJ, TV presenter, journalist and founder/project leader of
the charity ShowerBox. ShowerBox provides shower facilities for homeless
people in London so that they can maintain their personal hygiene and
improve their mental and physical wellbeing.
Sarah told the inspiring story of how a brief conversation turned into a seed
of an idea that grew over two years into the impressive organisation it is
today. She also outlined how she overcame many of the administrative,
physical, financial and moral challenges that she faced in striving to reach
her goals. Her message of inspiration, initiative, persistence, hygiene and
looking after those less fortunate than ourselves was an important message
during these challenging times.
Sarah was very impressed with our children's questions and their
enthusiasm and ideas to make their own positive change in the world. We
will be continuing to collect toiletries and board games over the next few
weeks to help Showerbox in their commendable work. Mr Curnow is hoping to deliver all the donations in person
at some point in the near future so that he can help out and see the work of ShowerBox at first hand.

COMPOSER OF THE WEEK: SCOTT JOPLIN
BY OLIVER T
Scott Joplin was born in 1868 in Texas, and died in 1917. He started
music/piano at the early age of 7. The Joplins were poor and Scott’s
mother had to pay for music lessons with food. In Scott’s lessons
ragtime was not included. He developed an interest in the 1860’s music
and became famous for Ragtime.
Ragtime is a version of jazz, in a composed piano style that was derived
from brass-band music and European folk melodies. Rag was a new
type of composition to American music. This was one of Scott’s main
styles of music.
He taught piano, guitar and mandolin. His most famous pieces are
Maple leaf rag and The Entertainer. He struggled financially
throughout his life. Joplin’s first opera ‘A Guest of Honor’ was
confiscated due to lack of payment of
bills, and later destroyed.
Fun fact: Following the publication of
Maple leaf rag, Joplin became known
as ‘King of ragtime writers’, a title
used mainly by himself!
Recommended piece: Maple Leaf Rag. This piece is still well known today and
became a model for the development of classic ragtime music.

PTA FAMILY WALK
Thank you to all of our families who joined the PTA Family Walk over
half term. Between us we walked 2,489 miles - that’s over half way
to Petema, Sierra Leone, where Spring Grove has previously
supported a Toilet Twinning project.
Of particular note is the Harding family, who clocked up an amazing
125 miles! A more detailed breakdown of results will appear in next
week's Messenger.
Although the star collecting challenge has come to end. We would
love to encourage everyone to continue walking/running/cycling and
submitting their mileage (no screenshots needed) to their class reps we will let you know when we arrive in Petema!
Thank you so much to anyone who has donated already - this has
been safely received. If you would still like to donate, note that we
are using a new link: Just Giving - Spring Grove PTA Family Walk.
Funds raised will go towards the purchase of picnic benches for the
school grounds, for all children and staff to enjoy during the warmer
months, and to enable even more learning, meetings and lunches to
take place outdoors.
Happy walking!

DAYS OF THE WEEK
Well done to Jakey in Reception for making this
brilliant and colourful spinner to help him with his
days of the week and to recognise the words.

ART GALLERY
There has been some impressive art produced over half
term - Pia N, Eve H (cats),Sacrlett W-J (mosaic) and Eryn C
are our featured artists this week. We’d also like to say
congratulations to Eryn—her delicate watercolour of a
blue tit is going to
be exhibited
alongside other
young artists’ work
at the Sandwich
Bird Observatory.

Carlie Curnow - original artwork and limitededition prints. Full portfolio available on
Facebook. Studio visits by appointment.
07855108177
www.facebook.com/carliecurnowartist

ART IN NATURE
Our art project inspired by Andy Goldsworthy.

NEWS FROM GIRAFFES
This week in Giraffes we have been looking at People
Who Help Us and the children have been busy looking
after their friends and teachers in our hospital.
Following one of the children's interests, the children
also took part in a science experiment to show how
volcanos erupt!

Danks Teaching
and Coaching
Past Director of studies and
Head of maths at SG
11+ preparation
and booster
lessons for Year
3-6 upwards
40 minute Online lessons
Limited places available
£25.00 per session

Contact Mr D at pdanks@live.co.uk

Mobile 07590488322

NEWS FROM YEAR 1
This week Year 1 have been looking at reading and writing instructions, including recipes. We all had a go at
writing our own spells, Rosie even made and ate her potion after the lesson. She says that it was a
potion to make you smarter! Year 1 also independently read some instructions about making pirate
scrolls. Here you can see some of the finished creations.

PAPER BOWLS
Did you know you can make beautiful bowls out of
paper?

DAYNURSERIES
Thank you to all our Nursery parents
who have written reviews for the
DayNurseries website. We are
delighted to have kept our perfect
10/10 score. Spring Grove
has been a Top 20 Nursery in
the South East for both 2019
and 2020, fingers crossed for
2021!

CONGRATULATIONS
Head’s Stars
Conrad: Willa L, Eryn C, Alice P
Dickens:: Hugo G, Ellen P, Quinn C
Chaucer: Willow K, Myra T, Charlotte A
Bronze Citizenship Badge: Alice P, Myra T

https://
www.daynurseries.co.uk/
daynursery.cfm/
searchazref/50001050SPRE

Jelly the Giraffe
Winner
1. Chaucer 259
2. Dickens 245
3. Austen 224
4. Conrad 188
ITEMS TO
DONATE TO
SHOWERBOX
The ShowerBox initiative
runs a toiletries amnesty
to help to provide free
products for the people
they help. They need:























Eye Cream
Fabric Conditioner
Face Packs
First Aid
Flannels
Hair Gel
Hair Mousse
Hair Ties and Pins
Hairbrush/Comb
Hand Sanitiser
Soap Bars

Aftershave
Anti-Bacterial Gel
Baby Wipes
And board games!
Body Wash
Conditioner
Cosmetics
Cotton Buds
Cotton Wool Pads
Dental Floss
Deodorant (Aerosol
or Roll-On)

