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EASTER EDITIONEASTER EDITIONEASTER EDITION   

 HAPPY EASTER FROM MRS JAGGARD 
 

It has been wonderful to have all the children and staff back at Spring Grove over the past three weeks. The school has 
been buzzing with the sound of rehearsals for Preps 3 and 4’s performance of ’Jonah—A Fishy Tail’,  lifting all our 
spirits.  Thank you very much to all those involved in putting this production together - your commitment and hard work 
is very much appreciated and highly valued. 
 
I would like to thank everyone in the Spring Grove community for their determination and resilience over the past 
term. The children have enjoyed inspirational online lessons, aspirational guest speakers and have continued to follow a 
high-quality virtual timetable. Our team has been adaptable, innovative and has remained buoyant through the 
challenges faced.  
 
Looking forward, the Summer term will be an opportunity to enjoy more of the extra-curricular activities held so dear to 
Spring Grove. I know that scripts have been handed out for the Preps 5 and 6 production of ‘Peter Pan’ and children are 
reading through them, and considering parts they would like to play. We are also looking forward to inviting parents into 
school once more (guidelines permitting) for coffee mornings, concerts and hopefully Sports’ Day and Prize Giving.  More 
information will follow about each event nearer the time.   
 
I would like to say a big thank you to the SG PTA who have provided the school with 
fabulous new picnic tables. They make a fantastic addition to our outdoor space in front 
of the Sports Pavilion, and I am quite certain will be well used by all of the SG community.  
 
This term we say a fond farewell to Georgia Lord who has been at the school since 2017, 
and was an SG parent before then. Georgia is leaving to pursue her studies at the 
Tavistock and Portman NHS Trust as part of her training to become a child adolescent 
psychotherapist. We shall miss her and wish her all the very best.  
 
In our final assembly of the term, we celebrated Freddie L and Rufus H gaining their Half Colours in football and rugby.  A 
wonderful achievement! We wish them both well as they continue their educational journey at Wellesley House School 
and look forward to hearing about what they are getting up to.  
 
We were so lucky to have such super weather for the last two days of term: I enjoyed my regular cricket training, led by 
Year 2, in the sunshine. I am told my bowling skills have improved… a little! 
Wishing you all a very Happy Easter and a restful holiday.  Mrs Jaggard  



 

 

JONAH—A VERY FISHY TAIL!! 
 

This modern musical adaptation of Jonah and the Whale contained an exhilarating mix of sea-themed songs 
featuring sun, waves and a bunch of very scurvy pirates! It also included a whole host of new characters, 
including a beautiful señorita, an irritating crab and Peg It and Leg It, the nasty Ninevites. Prep 3 and 4 coped 
admirably with the demands of staying in separate bubbles while recording the whole show in short clips for the 
upcoming video. A warning to anyone who watches the video… the songs are real ear-worms! 
 
 
 
 



 

 

RECEPTION
FAIRY CLUB 
 

In the summer 
term Mrs 
Newman and Mrs 
Williamson are 
going to be 
running a magical 
fairy club.  If 
anyone is willing 
to pass on any 
small fairy toys 
no longer used at 
home we would 
be very grateful.  
 

WHAT’S ON? 
 Check out this great guide 
to what’s on in the Easter 

holidays—the best of 
what’s on offer across 

Kent  
kent.muddystilettos.co.uk

/kids/activities/easter-
holidays-guide-2021/ 

PREMIER FOOTBALL SCHOOL 
Registered office:  62, Sutton Road.  Maidstone. 

Kent.  ME15 9AL.    Telephone: 07821 573837 
 

Get them active this Easter with Premier 
Football School! 

 
Premier Football School are delighted to 
announce they are running a kids football 
school in Ashford this Easter at The North 

School from Wednesday 7th – Friday 9th April for 
boys and girls aged 4 - 12 of all abilities. 
Parents simply drop-off at 10.00am and pick up 
at 3.30pm. The fee is just £13 per day and all 

children who attend receive a trophy! 
Activities include a kids World Cup tournament 
and a penalty shootout competition with prizes! 

Children will play in year-group bubbles 
according to their age group in line with Covid 
regulations. Should you wish to book, please 
visit www.premierfootballschool.co.uk or 

call 07821573837. 
 

 
Website: www.premierfootballschool.co.uk      

Bookings email:  premierfootballschool@gmail.com 

 

https://kent.muddystilettos.co.uk/kids/activities/easter-holidays-guide-2021/
https://kent.muddystilettos.co.uk/kids/activities/easter-holidays-guide-2021/
https://kent.muddystilettos.co.uk/kids/activities/easter-holidays-guide-2021/
http://www.premierfootballschool.co.uk/
http://www.premierfootballschool.co.uk/
mailto:premierfootballschool@googlemail.com


 

 

DISPLAY OF THE WEEK 
 

Display of the Week is 1M’s ‘not going to’ display. Let’s 
find out exactly what some of the 1M children are 
definitely not going to do... 

 
 
 



 

 

CLOTHING BANK AT SG 

 
In conjunction with AllRecycle Ltd, SG has taken delivery of a brand new Clothing 
Bank. The bank is located in the Recycling Centre and accepts all types of clothes, 
paired shoes, blankets, handbags, belts, towels, cds, DVDs, video games and bric-a-
brac. 
 
The money raised will be split between The Rocking Horse Children’s Charity, The 
Lord Whiskey Animal Sanctuary and SG’s own Eco Fund.  
 
If you still have things lying around after your lockdown clearout, please donate 
now! 

RECYCLING AT SG 

 
Our Recycling Centre (next to 
Giraffes)  is still collecting: 
 Baby food pouches 
 Bread bags 
 Batteries 
 Crisp Packets 



 

 

 
The ‘Ferti-Lisle-Zer’ is up and 
running! 
In January, as part of our ‘New 
Year’s Resolution’ Recycling Focus 
Week, we were able to open our 
‘Ferti-Lisle-Zer’. Inspired by last 
year’s Eco Prefect, Evie Lisle’s epic 
fundraising cycle ride during the first 

lockdown and generously funded by the money Evie and dress-up day raised, The PTA, 
School and the prize money from our success in last year’s Better Energy Awards, Our 
‘Ferti-Lisle-Zer’ uses natural ingredients and processes to create a warm environment in 
which food waste (nitrogen) and wood (carbon) can mix with air and water. All this 
happens without the need for electricity, making it easy to use and eco friendly. By 
recycling all the waste food from the Dining Hall we can: 
 Reduce our carbon footprint by minimising methane emissions from waste food. 
 Increase environmental awareness among children and staff. 

 Decrease waste collection and disposal costs. 
 Produce natural, nutritious compost for School and the local 
community. 
 
‘New Year’s Re-Solution’ 18-22 January 2021 

Following on from our successful Eco Week in September, we 
focused on recycling for a week at the start of the year as part of 
our ‘New Year’s Re-Solution’ initiative. As part of a recent review 

of the School’s recycling, we identified that we have all the 
resources and expertise plus no end of enthusiasm but our 
procedures could be improved. We 
rolled out new bins, the ‘Ferti-Lisle-Zer’, 
and reminded children(and staff!) the 
best way to recycle as much as we can 
both at school and at 
home. 
 

After a suggestion from the Eco Council a 
recycling unit has been created to allow the 
children to recycle plastic bottles and waste food 
whilst on the field. 
 
The children also rose to the challenge of 
creating recycled birdfeeders from rubbish. 



 

 

 
‘Conserv-Tree’ Greenhouse project 
Thanks to everyone who has donated 2 litre plastic bottles for the ‘Conserv-
Tree’ Greenhouse project. We have begged, borrowed and foraged the timber 
and construction has begun on the back wall. We have a long way to go but it 
won’t be long before we can start growing trees, plants and vegetables (using 
our own compost!). 
 
Ferdie’s Framboiserie 

Thanks to a kind donation of raspberry canes from The Clarke 
Family and some rapid carpentry in the Curnow ‘workshop’, SG’s 
Eco Garden now has a new raspberry planter. When required, 

‘Ferdie’s Framboiserie’ will be topped up with our 
very own compost. We look forward to seeing the 
literal fruits of our labours in the summer. 
 

ShowerBox 
The ShowerBox initiative 
runs a toiletries amnesty 
to help to provide free 

products for the people they help. Many of you have been donating unwanted toiletries to pass on to Sarah’s 
great charity. Special mention must go to Eryn, Theia and Tamsin who took it upon themselves to collect items 
from their friends and neighbours. The items will be delivered to ShowerBox as soon as it is safe to do so. 

Spring Grove accepts Invitation to become  
UK TREE GUARDIANS  

Spring Grove has been invited to be a leading school within of the growing community of ‘Tree Guardian’ micro-
nurseries coordinated by the organisation ‘The Fellowship of the Trees’. All children from Reception to Year 3 
(and many of the staff) will be challenged to tend, nurture and nourish native tree seeds into saplings at home 
whilst sharing their experience and taking photos. The project has numerous cross-curricular links and will use 
recycled containers and our own compost! Once grown, the saplings will be donated to a community planting 

project to ensure local habitat and species are maintained.  

The first seeds will be planted in the Spring during Forest School 
sessions. And as we know SG is ‘A great place to grow!’ 

 

Unite - Create - Regenerate 

https://www.toiletriesamnesty.org


 

 

COPING WITH WORRIES - HOW CAN I HELP MY 
ANXIOUS CHILD? 

 
Remain calm 
Be calm and reassuring and limit the amount of exposure children have to news bulletins 
and daily updates, try to highlight good news stories. The news can be scary and unsettling. 
 
Stick to a routine - even in the holidays 
Your children will be calmer and sleep better if the family has a good routine and structure 

to their day and everyone gets time to complete the things they need to do. Lying in bed or sitting in front of a screen all 
day is not good for wellbeing.  
 
Social contact 
It is important for children to stay in touch with friends and family by email, Google Meet, letter, Facetime and through 
online communication tools. 
 
Stories dealing with worries 

 ‘The Huge Bag of Worries’ by Virginia Ironside - Anxiety 
 ‘Silly Billy’ by Anthony Browne - Worries 
 ‘All Birds Have Anxiety’ by Kathy Hoopman - Anxiety 

 
Communicate with school 
Keep in touch with school and talk through any concerns with the teachers. We are here to help.  
 
Keep a journal or diary 
Keep a  journal and encourage children to write down and talk about their concerns and worries. Some children may prefer 
to draw pictures and cartoons.  It is also important to try to look for positives in each day as well. Happy Self Journal is a 
published resource created by a former SG parent that could be helpful to support anxious children. 
 
Be creative 
Have some fun cooking, painting, drawing, making lego models and engaging in activities that occupy the child and allow 
them to be immersed in a meaningful project that appeals to them. 
 
Yoga and mindfulness 
There are some good online resources to help children follow simple yoga and mindfulness routines. These are known to 
help wellbeing. Cosmic Kids Yoga 
 
Exercise and play 
It is really important that children stay active and spend lots of time outside to maintain physical and mental fitness. Forest 
School in the garden, nature walks etc. 
 
Limit screen time 
Switch off the computer at least an hour before bed. Stay kind online and always be aware of the websites and games your 
child is playing on. NSPCC - Net Aware website has good advice and support for parents and gives information about 
different sites and games. 
 
Reading together  
Read and listen to stories together as a family and encourage your children to get lost in a book and  involved in another 
world. This will calm children down before bed and give them a well needed break from screen time. If you're looking to 
relax and listen to a story, Audible have released hundreds of children’s books to listen to free of charge. There’s no need to 
sign-up or subscribe - just click on the link https://stories.audible.com/start-listen 
 
Worry dolls 
Encourage younger children to tell their worries to a worry doll and put it under their pillow before they go to sleep. These 
are mentioned in the story ‘Silly Billy’ by Anthony Browne. 
 
Keep safe and share any good  ideas with us,  
Happy Easter from Mrs Saxby 

https://happyselfjournal.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/CosmicKidsYoga
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/
https://stories.audible.com/start-listen


 

 



 

 

MUSIC REPORT 
 

This term there has been a great mix of Music lessons for children from Reception to Prep 6, combining Home 
Learning and Key Worker school with lessons in the classroom when we finally returned to school. The children 
adapted fantastically to these changes and had fun exploring the different media they could use to create their 
music. 
 
Reception explored three different types of instruments - percussion, wind and string. We made our own 
instruments from recycled materials to help us remember the difference between instruments we bang or shake 
to make a sound and instruments we pluck or blow. We listened to lots of examples, and danced along to some 
of them too!  
 
In Year 1 we focused on improving our rhythm and (quiet!) singing skills through learning musical games from 
different parts of the world. Our favourite one was a pebble passing game from Ghana called ‘Mal Mal Mal’. One 
guess as to which member of staff the children dedicated that song! 
 
Year 2’s main focus this term was learning the recorder. We began online, which was difficult as we couldn’t hear 
each other playing. We did our best though, and when we came back into school, we played our music to the 
daffodils and periwinkle in the garden outside the music room. It was an interesting experience, though a bit 
chilly for our fingers. We hope to learn more pieces of music outside as the weather improves next term. 
 
Prep 3 & 4’s project for this term was the staging 
of the musical, ‘Jonah- A Fishy Tail’. We did very 
well to learn the songs remotely during the 
school closure, and with a huge effort we pulled 
the performance together in the last three 
weeks of term in school. Recording the show was 
a new experience for the children and they 
coped very well with sound-checks, retakes and 
technical hiccups. It was lovely to hear the great 
cheer that went up as Ms Drury called, “Cut! 
That’s a wrap!” 
 
During the first half of this term, Prep 5 began looking at Renaissance Music and how harmonies and instruments 
developed through this period. Itching to play our instruments, next we played some structured improvisations 
together. We learned about chord progressions and how these can help create a good group improvisation. (We 
tried it first without following the chord structure - it did not sound good!)  
 
Prep 6 enjoyed their Film and Game Music module, looking at how composers try to manipulate the audience’s 
feelings for greater impact in a scene. We used computer programmes and live instruments to create our own 
film music and learned about the work of the leading composers in the field. 
 
We are looking forward to lots of music-making opportunities next term, with the Prep 5 & 6 show and the 
Summer Concert promising to be highlights. Thank you to all 
the children who showed such enthusiasm for music learning 
online and who showed patience when the technology didn’t 
always cooperate. We used it to our advantage in the 
Mother’s Day Music Assembly and the recording of the Prep 3 
& 4 show, and we will make use of it again to continue to 
share the children’s performances to the wider school 
community. Here’s to a much more settled and ‘normal’ term 
of music-making ahead! 
Mrs Britton 



 

 

FOREST SCHOOL REPORT 
 
After another enforced break, it was wonderful to have children 
back in the woods once more. This brief term has not been about 
incredible activities and crafts. Instead it has been more about 
the children reconnecting with nature, reintegrating with their 
friends and enjoying the unique freedom that Forest School 
gives. Lockdown will have had a serious influence on the 
children’s social development and time in the woods will have 
gone a long way to start rebuilding independence, resilience and 
social skills. 
 
Whilst lockdown also delayed our site development plans, the Forest School team have not been completely idle. 
The ‘Tesco ‘Store’ has now been insulated and fitted out with storage and an island unit and the roof has been 

raised on the pizza oven. We await a further 
lifting of restrictions before we can officially 
open the oven and start taking orders. A new 
beetle bucket, ‘Ringo 5 Starr’ was installed on 
‘National Beetle Day’ to provide 
accommodation for our friends from the order 
Coleoptera. 
 
As ever, Forest School could not happen 
without the army of volunteers who give up 
their time and energy to accompany us in all 

weathers to help out with builds, keeping the site tidy and assisting with 
the children. A huge thank you to them all for their efforts, especially 
during these challenging times. 
 
Next term, we will be joined by a new trainee Forest School Leader, 
Sophie Wynne, the Arts Learning Officer at Chatham Historic 
Dockyard.  Aden Jaques will also be returning to run some more sessions 
with Prep 5 as he completes his portfolio to achieve his Level 3, Forest 
School Leader qualification. 
 

Mr Curnow, Head of Forest School 



 

 

FRENCH REPORT 
 

Much fun has been had in French lessons this trem, both in school and online and I have been genuinely impressed with 
the hard work and dedication with which all children tackled their French Home Learning, often producing some 
outstanding  pieces of work. 

 

Prep 6 started the term by creating their own celebrity ‘Guess Who’ game, which they were able to play virtually. After 
reading a French short story - ‘La Sorcière du Placard aux Balais’ (‘The Witch in the Broom Cupboard’) by Pierre Gripari - 
to conclude the first half of the term, they learnt to name countries and tell what nationality people are. 

 

Prep 5 have written outstanding paragraphs and created fabulous posters describing their town 
to start with, they then learnt about directions. They enjoyed dancing to a direction song and 
have created fantastic treasure maps, giving instructions in French. 

In Prep 4, the children have learnt to say where they live and they have created wonderful 
paragraphs describing their houses, which they then turned into lovely posters.They also learnt 
the song and recorded the song ‘Dans ma maison il y a…’ to be 
featured in our next French assembly. In the latter part of the 
term, the children learnt to name pieces of furniture and were 
able to describe what is, or isn’t, in their bedroom. 

 

In Prep 3, the children started by describing outfits, learning to use adjectives 
accurately in French. Then in keeping with the Arctic theme, the children learnt to 

build an igloo following French instructions. We then moved on to a Forest School theme and 
named various animals and plants, learning grammar points about the gender of words and their 
plural along the way. The children also enjoyed singing ‘Dans sa Maison un Grand Cerf’, a little 
French song about a stag saving a bunny rabbit from the hunters. 

 

Year 2 have had fun learning the days of the week. They also revised numbers up to 20, and 
were able to identify the written words. They then learnt to introduce their family members and 
give their names, creating impressively accurate written work. 

In Year 1, we have carried on greeting each other and counting 
French the start of every lesson. We used the book ‘La Chenille 

qui fait des Trous’ to learn about days of the week and various fruits. We also read, 
watched and named the Character of ‘Le Petit Chaperon Rouge’. 

Reception have learnt about farm animals  and family members this term. They have 
particularly impressed me with the way they have been greeting each other in French. 
They have enjoyed watching episodes of ‘Petit Ours Brun’ going to the farm and 
meeting different animals. 

Finally, I was really pleased to be able to teach the Nursery children again and have been genuinely impressed with how 
much they remembered after such a long break. It was also a pleasure to welcome new faces to our weekly session. 
Everyone has now learnt to count to 10 and can name some colours with ease!  

I would also like to thank you for supporting our virtual Café de l’école, which helps 
raise money towards our Prep 5 trip to France, which we are hoping to run again next 
Summer. This term, 6L are to be praised for a fun and lively way in which they 
introduced famous French characters to the rest of the school in the latest French 
assembly. Many thanks also to the kitchen staff without whose help these events could 
not take place. 

With best wishes, 

Joyeuses Pâques—Madame Leavey 

 
 



 

 

 

OUR TERM 

TEDDIES 
 

This term in Teddies 

we welcomed 10 new 

children! For our topic 

we have been looking at 

under the sea and all 

of the creatures that 

live in the sea. The 

children enjoyed 

making jellyfish, starfish and fish with bubblewrap patterns for scales. 

 

We also looked at the seasons, starting with Winter when we were 

really lucky and had some snow! We then moved into Spring and 

have been planting sunflower seeds and talking about how things 

grow. The children have also been learning their shapes and 

especially enjoyed singing their shape songs. 

 

These past couple of weeks have been really busy for the Teddies 

children as we started looking at Easter. The children have been 

decorating Easter baskets, had an Easter bonnet competition and 

an Easter egg hunt—for which I would like to thank the SG PTA 

who provided the chocolate eggs. 

 

I would also like to thank all of the Teddies parents for their 

continued support and for all the lovely reviews they have put on 

the Day Nurseries website. We really appreciate them! 

 

We hope you all have a lovely Easter! 

 

Miss Fisher, Mrs Cox, 
Miss Mealham, Mrs Mac 
and Mrs Bissonnette 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

OUR TERM—GIRAFFES 
 

This term has in some ways been rather 

unusual.  The beginning of the term saw 

most of the children return to the Nursery, while the 

remainder remained at home during lockdown. Both the 

children in school and those at home spent time reinforcing 

their number recognition and counting. 

We learned all about space and the 

children helped to make the planets, 

noting their different sizes and colour. 

As usual the snow proved to be very 

popular and we enjoyed making a 

snowman and throwing snowballs at the 

teachers. The children took it in turns 

to pull each other around on the sledge showing excellent 

communication and social skills. 

 

After half term all of the children returned and we learned about 

people who help us and our doctor's surgery proved very popular. The 

children all dressed up for Book Character Day with ‘Toy Story’ 

proving a very popular  choice.  The end of term brought some lovely 

warm and dry weather just in time for us to take part in an Easter 

egg hunt in the garden, make Easter baskets (which the Easter bunny 

kindly filled) and have an Easter bonnet competition judged by Mrs 

Jaggard—who was very impressed with all of the hats. We have had 

lots of fun in the garden building obstacle courses, balancing on the 

beams, making mud pies and playing ‘What's the Time Mr Wolf’. 

 

We wish you all a lovely Easter and look forward to seeing you back for the summer term. 

 

With love from Mrs Clarke, Mrs 
Upchurch and Miss Rall 
 

 
 



 

 

OUR TERM—RECEPTION 
 

We have come to the end of another term in Reception.  We started the term online and the 

children both at home and in Key Worker school worked hard and were always cheery when I met 

them on screen!  We continued with our phonics learning and practised our reading skills with 

sentences, yes/no questions and words using the weekly blends. The class practised their writing 

and we included writing numbers. The number work has covered numbers, 3D shapes and patterns. 

 

We returned to school to find our garden had been improved a great deal with a covered area and 

astroturf. This means we can use our inside and outside areas in any weather to enhance our 

learning. The class also loved the new equipment - the climbing A-frame and monkey bars! 

 

We have also looked at the signs of Spring around us and it was lovely to get to go to Forest 

School again. 

 

The term concluded with our assembly which we 

all enjoyed doing and we are very proud of all the 

children for taking part in it! 

 

Have a lovely Easter and a good rest before we 

return to school next term. 
 

Mrs Newman 
and Mrs Wells 

 
 



 

 

YEAR 1: OUR SPRING TERM  
 

Year 1 have been absolute champions this term. From soldiering through the home learning and 

trying their very best, to returning to school with excitement and wonderful attitudes. We have 

felt so proud of you all.  

 

Some highlights since returning to school have been 

learning about extreme weather conditions and how 

to stay safe in them, cooking lessons making 

cornflake Easter cakes, making 3D carrots and filling 

them with paper eggs and some super fun phonic 

lessons involving games and even hopscotch. We also 

had an extremely fun Forest School session where we 

hunted for Easter eggs and decorated wooden eggs 

on top of all our usual exploring and interaction with 

the woodland.  

 

Ask Year 1 to show you some of the actions we came 

up with for our version of the 

Michael Rosen poem ‘Chocolate Cake’, 

the children loved it and even 

celebrated with some actual 

chocolate cake afterwards!  

 

Happy Easter from Mrs Cracknell, 
Mr Mal and Miss Terry 



 

 

YEAR 2: OUR SPRING TERM  
 

Despite the unavoidable change of setting and classroom environment for all, this term has seen many 

smiles, laughs and a lot of hard work. We are all very proud of the progress each child has made and we 

hope they are too.  
 

It has been a pleasure to see the Home Learners and the Key Worker children join forces again, rekindle 

friendships and slot smoothly back into ‘normal’ school life.  
 

There have been many enjoyable experiences, from 

exciting and creative assembly videos to inspired life 

drawings - Year 2 has been the place to be this term! 

The children couldn’t wait to re-visit Forest School, 

relax and play with their friends and enjoy some 

delicious s’mores!  
 

We would like to mention how impressed we were with 

our assembly videos from both from home and school—

as teachers it is lovely to see the creative thoughts of 

each pupil and some excellent ICT skills! Thank you to 

every parent, family member and au pair who has 

embraced the eclectic learning ideas of the Year 2 

team and helped make the lockdown-learning experience 

enjoyable for all involved, we salute you!  

 

We look forward to the Summer term when we can 

expect even more fun and creativity, we hope you are 

looking forward to it as much as we are! 
 

Best wishes, have a lovely Easter! 
 

Mrs de Giles, Mr Brunetti and Mrs Williamson   



 

 

SPRING TERM REPORT—PREP 3 

 
Unexpectedly the term started with another spell of Home Learning as a national lockdown was announced. 
The school reacted quickly, produced work, sent the Chromebooks home and the children resumed work 
online, we enjoyed a full and varied curriculum and it was fun for the children to find new ways to connect with 
their friends and have the chance to see each other’s houses and pets. The Key Worker children were 
supported by Miss Hodgetts (who we welcomed at the start of term) and Mrs Williamson who kept spirits up 
and joined us online from school.  
 
As lockdown put paid to the original plans for Recycling Focus Week, 3C took the rapid re-plan in their stride 
and, as well as creating some wonderful recycled bird feeders, stepped up to film themselves for the end of 
week Assembly. There were all manner of varied locations, costumes and artistic interpretations on show as the 
children sang up and reminded us to always ‘Reduce, Reuse and Recycle’. 

 
Like most of the school, Prep 3 have enjoyed getting back out in 
the woods at Forest School and, despite some extreme weather 
variations, have relished getting back into nature to experience the 
fresh air and freedom to interact with their friends and classmates 
once more. The culinary highlight had to be ‘Ultimate S’mores’ 
made with marshmallows and a Creme Egg! 
 
On Friday 5th February for Children’s Mental Health Week, 3S class 
assembly was on the theme ‘Express Yourself.’ We highlighted the 
work of the children's mental health charity  Place2be and 
supported them with a fundraising dress-up day. Expressing 

yourself is about finding ways to share feelings, thoughts, or ideas, through creativity. It is about finding a way 
to show who you are, and how you see the world, 
that can help you feel good about yourself. A big 
thank you to all the parents who sent in video clips 
of the children expressing themselves and showing 
ways we can unwind and get creative.  
 
The children were delighted to rehearse and 
perform (to the camera) an uplifting musical version 
of ‘Jonah and the Whale’. Prep 3 had fun supporting 
the stars of Prep 4 and sang and danced with enthusiasm and energy. ‘Sunbathing’ and ‘Belly of a Whale’ were 
the two scenes where we took the lead. Despite the lack of a live audience it was a wonderful experience to 
learn the songs, choreograph the dances, dress up in costumes and perform together.  It was wonderful to see 
the children working together to 
put on a splendid show. We will 
share the finished film once the 
editors have worked their magic!  
 
We wish you all a very Happy 
Easter and hope you enjoy a 
relaxing break. 
 
Mrs Saxby, Mr Curnow, Mrs 
Hughes and Miss Hodgetts 
 
 
 



 

 

SPRING TERM REPORT—PREP 4 

 
Well, the Spring term has been rather unusual this year! We spent the first eight weeks at home, following all of 
our lessons online, with the exception of those at Key Worker school who were ably assisted by Mrs Langford. It 
was great to see everyone on their screens and high praise is due to everyone in 4D for logging on everyday, for 
sticking to their timetable and producing a fine standard of work. We also welcomed Enoch to our class. 
 
The curriculum was pretty much unchanged, even though we were online: with all of the teachers delivering 
their normal lessons. In English, we continued with our class reader ‘The Indian in the Cupboard’ which was very 
much enjoyed and included weekly Google Forms quizzes. We worked on gripping spy stories in creative writing, 
which were developed over several weeks with some twists and turns thrown in along the way. In Maths, our 
main focus was time. We learnt how to tell the time on anologue and digital clocks and solved lots of time 
related problems. We started using IXL maths, a new platform for Spring Grove, which proved invaluable as the 
children received instant feedback after answering each question, and could be seen in the ‘live’ classroom as 
they progressed. To date the children in Prep 4 have answered 42,492 questions and mastered 1,138 maths 
skills. Wow!  
 
During our time online, 
we also started work 
on ‘Jonah-a Fishy Tail’. 
The script was studied 
and songs learnt with a 
view that if we 
returned to school, we 
would be able to 
perform a show. 
When, indeed, we did 
return, we put all our 
energies into 
rehearsing and 
preparing for this. 
Lines, lyrics and 
melodies were learnt, costumes were created (thank you, parents!), props were made (including a giant whale), 
posters and backdrops were designed, dances were choreographed and lots of fun was had during the final few 
weeks of term.  
 
It was great to be back at school amongst friends again with the shared purpose of putting on a drama 
spectacular. This year, though, things would have to be a little different… as we were not allowed to invite a live 
audience into school. Undeterred, we performed to cameras (thank you Mr Urand and Mrs Lee-Browne) and, 
scene by scene, acted, danced and sang our way through. We were supported, at a socal distance, by the 
amazing Prep 3s, who performed two of the songs within the show. We were also joined by a newly formed 
band - Mr and Mrs Jaggard, Ophelia, Sophie, Quinn and Frank (dressed as a crab!), on assorted instruments - 
who lifted the music to new heights. The footage and recording of all the music is now with I.T. extraordinaire, 
Mr Curnow, who has the unenviable job of putting it all together over Easter. It will be coming to a screen near 
you, soon! Thank you everyone for all your input, but especially to Mrs Britton, for all her help and expertise in 
getting ‘Jonah’ together, in such a short space of time. 
 
Finally, we say a fond farewell to Rufus, who sadly leaves Spring Grove for pastures new at Wellesley House at 
the end of term. Rufus has been a total delight, a force to be reckoned with on the sports’ field (especially in 
rugby) and a kind and considerate friend to all in 4D. We wish him every success and happiness. 
 
Have a wonderful Easter break, everyone! See you next term!  
Miss Drury 
 



 

 

SPRING TERM REPORT—PREP 5 
 

Congratulations to Prep 5 on overcoming many challenges over the 
course of this very unusual term. I have been so impressed with 
the maturity, resilience and patience demonstrated across the year 
group. Despite weeks of online learning, all children have made 
good progress due to their hard work, enthusiasm and  dedication. 
It really has highlighted how incredible these children really 
are. We were also delighted to welcome Josie W into Prep 5 in the 
course of the term. 

A particular highlight of this term has been the work based around 
our class novel, ‘Who Let the Gods Out?’. The children thoroughly 
enjoyed the text, asking several times a day to listen to the next 
chapter and showing a true appreciation for the intended humour 
depicted throughout this brilliant text.  The writing produced 
during these lessons was extremely high-quality work, especially 
our most recent work on using suspense for writing battle scenes. 
Peer-assessment has been a valuable strategy and the 
children have become very confident at providing 
clear and constructive feedback to move others’ 
learning forward. 

Sadly, we bid farewell to Freddie L as he embarks on 
his new journey at Wellesley House. Freddie has been 
a popular, valued member of our class for many years 
and represented the school several times in various 
sporting events. On a personal note, Freddie has been 
a true pleasure to teach and I am confident that he 
will have a successful future at both Wellesley and 
beyond.  

This next term is important both academically and 
socially for the class. As we move closer to senior entrance tests 
and the Kent Test the children should continue to develop their 
reflective approach to education and ‘Always do your best’. There 
will be plenty of opportunities for additional Brain Gym and striking 
the balance between targeted revision and enjoyment.   

Thank you for the support this year and particularly this term. I 
hope you all enjoy a lovely Easter break and a well-deserved rest.  

Mrs Stone  

 



 

 

SPRING TERM REPORT—PREP 6 

 
Once again and for the second time in the last 12 months, Prep 6 have impressed us with the way they 
adapted to Home Learning. Whether at home or within the Key Worker school, they showed resilience and an 
ability to embrace change that not only was quite remarkable but that also set them in good stead for their 
move to secondary school. 

 
Albeit online, this term also saw Prep 6 playing a 
more prominent role in leading some of the school 
assemblies. Not only did they often competently 
assist Mrs Jaggard and Mr Reed, both classes also 
produced very different but equally memorable 
assemblies. On all occasions, the growing confidence 
and maturity of the children was noticeable. 
 
Whilst all children deserve to be praised for their 
effort this term, and in particular their growing ability 

to transition from Home Learning back to in school learning, there have been 
some notable personal achievements which deserve to be highlighted. 
 
Wilfie E deserves praise for walking 100km over the month of February, raising 
over £700 for the charity Young Minds. 
 
Oliver T achieved distinction in both his flute and music exams, which is a 
fantastic achievement and rare to achieve such consistently high levels. He has 
also been contributing regularly to the Messenger with his ‘Composer of the 
Week’ feature. 
 
William R has been busy learning to programme video games and also 
undertaking impressive science experiments in his free time. 
 
There have of course been many other achievements in lots of different fields 
such as music or LAMDA and we are aware that the children will have also 
done lots of things outside school that we may not be aware of. 
 
Once again, this term seems to have whizzed by and we can’t quite believe that 

next term will already bring the children’s 
Primary journey to an end. As always we 
will endeavour to make their last few 
weeks at Spring Grove memorable and 
have already started to plan ahead to that 
effect. 
 
We would like to end by thanking you for 
your ongoing support. 
 
Happy Easter, 
Mr Smith and Mme Leavey 



 

 
 

PTA 2020-21 
Chair: Suzie Boyd chair@sgpta.co.uk 
Vice-chair: Alex Clarke vicechair@sgpta.co.uk 
Treasurer: Jim Pritchard treasurer@sgpta.co.uk  
Secretary: Lindsay Heasman-Hurst 
secretary@sgpta.co.uk 
2nd-hand uniform: Carine Borg; Philipa Ballerio; Anneli 
Woolls uniform@sgpta.co.uk 
School rep: Nicky Lee-Browne  
Teddies rep: Alex Clarke  
Giraffes rep: Alex Clarke  
Reception: Kerry Derrick, Kerry Wetherall  
Year 1 rep: Emma Paine 
Year 2 rep: Danielle Vernes & Chika Brown 
Prep 3 rep: Sophia Miller Jones 
Prep 4 rep: Nathalie Battershill 
Prep 5 rep: Alex Clarke & Melanie Savory 
Prep 6 rep: Carine Borg & Janette Makin 
 
If you would like to place an advert in the Messenger, 
please email chair@sgpta.co.uk for costs and terms & 
conditions. £10 per term; £5 for part of a term. 

Au pair looking for work: Mrs Boulden has asked us to publicise 

this from Jade, the sister of her previous French au pair: If anyone 
needs an au pair over the Summer and is interested please contact the 
School Office.   
“Hi! I hope you are ok! I wanted to thank you for letting me tell you 
these informations. I'm 23 years old. I'd be able to come on july and 
august. I could look after two kids, 7 to 15 years old if it's possible. 
Concerning my experiences, I watched over my little cousine and last 
summer, people came in vacations in a location and i looked after 5 
kids in a week and 7 the week after. They were to 2 years old to 11. 
I really like kids and i trully hope i'll can help.” 

PTA  

EASTER EGGS 
 

Thank you to the SG PTA for organising the Easter eggs 
for this year’s rather different Easter egg hunts in 

bubbles.  The children (and staff) thoroughly enjoyed 
their chocolate treats! Thank you too to the Easter 

Bunny who did a great job this year of dashing from 
one hunt to the next..! 

NEW PICNIC TABLES 
 

We love our new picnic tables! Thank you SG PTA for 
purchasing these. We can’t wait to use them for lots 

of different events in the Summer term. 

mailto:chair@sgpta.co.uk
mailto:vicechair@sgpta.co.uk
mailto:treasurer@sgpta.co.uk
mailto:secretary@sgpta.co.uk
mailto:uniform@sgpta.co.uk
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CONGRATULATIONS!CONGRATULATIONS!CONGRATULATIONS!   
   

Head’s Stars 
Austen: Isabelle P, Isabelle D 
Chaucer: Jeremy O, Willow A, Jenson B, Eve H, Frank W, Alfie 
A, Rafael B 
Conrad:  Aarav S, Sanjay P, Daniel B 
Dickens: Beau H, Charlie A, Quinn C, Elis F-P, Osten F-P, 
Olivia D-M 
 
 

   

JJJeeelllllly y y ttthhheee   GGGiiirrraaaffffffe e e    
   
   

Congratulations to DickensCongratulations to DickensCongratulations to Dickens   

for winning Jellyfor winning Jellyfor winning Jelly   
   

1.1.1.   Dickens (5006 Stars)Dickens (5006 Stars)Dickens (5006 Stars)   

2.2.2.   Chaucer (4909) Chaucer (4909) Chaucer (4909)    

3. Austen (4194)3. Austen (4194)3. Austen (4194)   

4.  Conrad (3826)4.  Conrad (3826)4.  Conrad (3826)   

Danks Teaching and 
Coaching 

 

11+ preparation and booster lessons for 

Year 3-6 upwards 

40 minute Online lessons  

Limited places available 

£25.00 per session 

 

 

 Past Director of studies and 

Head of maths at SG 

Contact Mr D at pdanks@live.co.uk 

Mobile 07590488322 

SG SAILING—SUMMER TERM 

 
Anyone interested in sailing during the Summer term 

please contact Helen on conningbrooksailing@gmail.com    
 

Cost is £96 per person per each half of the term and 
includes any certificates gained.  

mailto:pdanks@live.co.uk
mailto:conningbrooksailing@gmail.com

