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HAPPY HALF TERM! 

It’s been a busy half term and I can’t believe how fast the time is now going as we head towards the end of the 
Summer term. It’s been an absolute delight finally to be able to invite parents into school for Head’s ‘coffee and 
breakfast’, and I have really enjoyed meeting parents from Early Years and Key Stage 1 over the past two weeks. 
Invitations will be going out to parents with children in Prep 3 to 6 for Thursday 10 June, and if we have too many 
people to accommodate in one morning we will add another date on the following Wednesday (16 June). Mr 
McHugh’s breakfast spread is definitely worth a visit! 

Another date for your diary is our upcoming school concert—the SG Prom. This is currently in the diary for 10 
June but with the hope that lockdown relaxes on 21 June we have decided to move this event to Thursday 24 
June to (hopefully) allow more parents to attend. More details will follow after half term. 

There have been some fantastic Assembly presentations this term in which we have learned all about LionAid, 
taken a trip to the Amazon Rainforest, been intrigued by the mystery of the disappearing Jelly, experienced all six 
of Henry VIII’s weddings and visited Ancient Greece and swum with dolphins! Thank you to all of the children and 
the staff who have taken considerable time to put these videos together—they are always a highlight of the 
week. 

This week we recorded our Informal Concerts—I am delighted that 
so many children took part and we will be releasing the videos after 
half term. Last weekend also saw our first residential trip, with Prep 
6 staying locally at the Kingswood Centre. There is a full report in 
this Messenger and it is clear they had a very busy and exciting 
time! A big thank you to Mr Smith and Mme Leavey for leading this 
trip and to all the admin staff at school who helped to make it 
happen. Hopefully it’s the first of quite a few more trips this term. 

All that remains is for me to wish you all a very happy half term holiday, and we look forward to seeing everyone 
back in school on Monday 7 June. 
Mrs Jaggard 



 

 

PREP 6 RESIDENTIAL TRIP 
 
Prep 6 were in the fortunate position to be able to embark 
upon a shortened, but no less exciting trip to the Kingswood 
Centre, Grosvenor House. Usually we travel a little further 
afield, but the centre, based here in Ashford was available 
to book whereas Tewkesbury, our usual haunt, was not. 
 
The children arrived Sunday afternoon and were from that 
moment onwards on their feet unless they were asleep! Each day was divided into three main sections 
punctuated by an enormous meal! 
 
The activities were mostly brand new as there had been a 
serious revamp during the down period caused by COVID. 
This worked to our advantage as we had first use of much of 
the new equipment. 
 
There were so many activities crammed into the time that 
we had there, that the children were utterly exhausted after 
just three days. An abridged list of activities is climbing, 
scrapheap challenge, raft building, 3G swing, leap of faith, 
Jacob’s ladder, canoeing, archery, camp fire, mini olympics, 
team tech, nightline, initiative exercises, team building 
exercises with games of frisbee and rounders added in for 
good measure. 
 
During all of the activities, the core skills of teamwork, 
communication, and resilience were explicitly targeted, and 
the children all had to dig deep to overcome fears that many 
have just below the surface. 
 
The children had a fabulous time and many will remember 
the trip for years to come. Madame Leavey and I also 
enjoyed getting to know an additional side to the 
children that we don’t see in a normal school 
environment! 
 
We’d like to thank everyone who worked so hard to 
pull the trip together at such short notice, and extend 
our gratitude to the Kingswood staff who made the 
trip very enjoyable indeed! 
Mr Smith and Mme Leavey 



 

 

GARDENING CLUB 

 
The children in Gardening Club have planted several beans and seeds over the past few weeks, including chives, 
swiss chard, radishes and cucumber, and this week we decided to 
make bird feeders. We used pipe cleaners and cheerios!   

 
 

 

 

ERYN TAKES FIRST PRIZE 

Congratulations to Eryn C whose delicate watercolour of a bluetit was a winner at the Sandwich Bay Bird 
Observatory Trust art and photography competition.  Eryn’s piece was selected as one of three winners from a 
hundred entries.  Richard Taylor-Jones, BBC wildlife photographer and film maker from Spring Watch, the One 
Show and Countryfile was the judge and said: “Eryn’s use of watercolour was incredibly sophisticated and her 
work stood out against many of 
the older children’s work.” 
Richard awarded Eryn with her 
certificate and prizes and took a 
little time to help the winners 
spot some of the birds from the 
hide.  The exhibition will run for 
about a month.    



 

 

CODE CLUB 

 
We’ve had a fun start to the new Code Club at Spring Grove.  The club is part of the Raspberry Pi Foundation, 
which provides projects with step-by-step instructions for any level of student.  The children are working their way 
through the first Scratch module, making interactive games and even a chatbot friend.  Creativity has been as big a 
part of the club as coding, with pizza 
planets and Spiderman astronauts and 
some scary ghosts in the Ghostbusters 
game.  There have also been a few noisy 
sessions with music being made. 
  
We looked at physical coding and the 
approach to the trial and error nature of 
coding using the Big Track vehicle 
challenge. One team programmed the 
iconic Big Track vehicle to make their 
way through a maze that was set up by 
the other team in the school hall. The 
children learned to take things step-by-
step, divide up the work, save their work 
regularly and to test before moving 
forward. Building resilience through trial 
and error is a key life skill and a core 
value of the club and I’m amazed at how 
quickly the children have built the 
confidence to answer their own 
questions and to start something new 
with an open mind. We finished the 
term with the children’s very first 
hackathon, where members were able 
to make a Home Power Hero game, 
thanks to Code Club Australia (you can 
play the game yourself here: https://
scratch.mit.edu/projects/473116991/    

To find out more about Code Club, and 
to try some of the project yourself, 
visit codeclub.org 

Mrs Rawlinson 

 
 

https://scratch.mit.edu/projects/473116991/
https://scratch.mit.edu/projects/473116991/
http://codeclub.org/


 

 

NEWS FROM TEDDIES 

 
This week the Teddies children were very excited to find a bird’s nest in the garden! We spoke about how birds 
build a nest for their babies and how the chicks come out of the eggs. We also made some chickens for our farm 
topic! Today we have found a newt in the garden and loved watching it explore! 

 

 
 

 
 

 

OUTDOOR LEARNING 

 
 The outdoor learning activity for Prep 5 this week was called Hapa Zome - the Japanese art of beating up leaves 
with natural hammers, pounding pigment into cloth. It was developed and named by India Flint who is a colour 
artist although she suggests that people having probably been pounding colours into cloth for centuries. Prep 5 
collected leaves, flower petals and other natural materials placed them on cotton and bashed them using natural 

'hammers' to create images. They all had a wonderful afternoon in the great 
outdoors! 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

FAIRY CLUB 

 

The Fairy Club children had a wonderful surprise this 
week when they found a whole fairy world awaiting 
them in the Eco Garden—all thanks to Mrs Desmet’s 
magical fairy fingers!  
 

 



 

 

SIMMONDS NEW SHOP 
 

Simmonds are 
delighted to 

announce the 
opening of their 

brand new shop at 
Newnham Court 

Shopping Village in 
Maidstone 



 

 

OTTO’S ERDBEERTURM 
 

Whilst checking ‘Ferdie’s Framboiserie’ in the Eco Garden, Otto C (Giraffes) spotted a rogue strawberry plant 
nestled amongst the raspberry canes. At Spring Grove we like to embrace diversity and ingenuity so ‘Otto’s 
Erdbeerturm’ was swiftly created to ensure our fruity interloper had its own ‘great place to grow’.  Big thanks 
must go to the Makins for providing the quality cedar cladding and the Clarkes for donating extra strawberry 

plants to ensure our fragarian usurper doesn’t get lonely. Roll 
on Wimbledon!  
 
 



 

 

SPORT 
 
U11A v Russell House (H) - match report by Olivia D-M 
On Wednesday the 26th May, U11 played Russell House at home. 
Thomas E was captain, and we lost the toss so we batted first. Chester 
and Shaysha batted first and started off with a good over of batting. 
Everyone batted well, with Thomas and Rafa getting four 4’s in their 
over. Everyone bowled well when it was our turn, with Thomas once 
again shining through and getting 2 wickets and Rafa bowled 
someone out as well. When Thomas was bowling, the person batting 
clipped the ball and Alfie caught it. Well played to everyone in the 
match, the end score was 239-246 to them. Better luck next time SG.  
 
U11B v Russell House (H) - match report by Tom M 
Prep 6 returned [from the trip] just in time to play a fixture. We still 
had a good game. We were against Russell House, and we tried 
our best even though we had no sleep because we were so 
excited. When we started the game Kirtan won the toss, so 
he  decided to bat first. Then Richard and Charlotte opened the 
batting with a smasher of a run. Then it was me and Charlotte’s 
turn followed by Osten and Tom, Dexter and Isabelle, and Finn 
with Lily. 
 
We did our best, and got 253 runs. Then it was time to field. We 
had some great  balling and fielding. Mrs Langford was very 
impressed then somebody did it smashing the ball but Isabelle 
caught it, we were so happy for her then we found out the score from the game, it was to Russell House 263 and SG 253. We 
were all very disappointed, but Mrs Langford told us to keep our heads high, and it wasn't a big defeat. We had a lovely 
match tea of Kit Kats and water. The player of the match appointed by Russell House was  Richard. Mrs Langford’s player of 
the match was Isabel D  That's it folks, see you next time! 
  
 U9 v Russell House (A) - match report by Mr Smith 
This week two teams from the U9's went to Russell House to represent Spring Grove in cricket fixtures. After what is the 
longest journey in the SG fixture list we finally arrived!  Our bowling was good and it shows that we have worked on that this 
half term, but we missed some opportunities with the bat in both of the teams and unfortunately we lost both matches. It 
was great fun going to another school and representing SG, and of course, we all did our best! Better luck next time SG!!! 

LETTER FROM ROSIE DUFFIELD 

Aarav in Prep 3 wrote to both our local MPs recently to tell them all 
about the fundraising he has been doing for LionAid. He was very 

excited to get this personal reply 
from Canterbury MP, Rosie Duffield. 
Even more impressive—it was 
written on a lion-themed card! 



 

 

PREP 3S ASSEMBLY 
 
Prep 3S took us off to Greece in their wonderful assembly, with a tale of Arian and the dolphins. Thank you to Mr Jaggard for 
the wonderfully inventive video editing—the dolphin sequence in the school swimming pool was a highlight!  

 
 
 



 

 

Danks Teaching and 
Coaching 

 

11+ preparation and booster lessons for 

Year 3-6 upwards 

40 minute Online lessons  

Limited places available 

£25.00 per session 

 

 Past Director of studies and 

Head of maths at SG 

Contact Mr D at pdanks@live.co.uk 

NEWS FROM GIRAFFES 

  

This week we released our butterflies. The children were very excited to see them flying off to their new home 
and we were all very impressed that they could recall our caterpillars' life cycle. Don't forget to water your Grass 
Heads over the half term, you could even upload a photo to Tapestry! 
  
We would also like to say a big thank you to everyone who has donated hats, scarves and bags for our role play 
area in the garden. The children in Giraffes and Teddies have very much enjoyed dressing up and putting on 
shows. Any more donations would be appreciated. Wishing you all a restful half term! 

mailto:pdanks@live.co.uk


 

 



 

 CONGRATULATIONS  
Head’s Stars 

Conrad: Monty D 
Dickens:: Ellen P, Rory B, May C 
Austen: Rosanna M, Remy B 
 
 
 

 

   

JJJeeelllllly y y ttthhheee   GGGiiirrraaaffffffe e e    
   
   

WinnerWinnerWinner   

1. Chaucer 4011. Chaucer 4011. Chaucer 401   
2. Dickens 3722. Dickens 3722. Dickens 372   
3. Conrad 2723. Conrad 2723. Conrad 272   
4. Austen 2544. Austen 2544. Austen 254   

  
PTA 2020-21 

Chair: Suzie Boyd chair@sgpta.co.uk 
Vice-chair: Alex Clarke vicechair@sgpta.co.uk 
Treasurer: Jim Pritchard treasurer@sgpta.co.uk  
Secretary: Lindsay Heasman-Hurst secretary@sgpta.co.uk 
2nd-hand uniform: Carine Borg; Philipa Ballerio; Anneli 
Woolls uniform@sgpta.co.uk 
School rep: Nicky Lee-Browne  
Teddies rep: Alex Clarke  
Giraffes rep: Alex Clarke  
Reception: Kerry Derrick, Kerry Wetherall  
Year 1 rep: Emma Paine 
Year 2 rep: Danielle Vernes & Chika Brown 
Prep 3 rep: Sophia Miller Jones 
Prep 4 rep: Nathalie Battershill 
Prep 5 rep: Alex Clarke & Melanie Savory 
Prep 6 rep: Carine Borg & Janette Makin 
 
If you would like to place an advert in the Messenger, please 
email chair@sgpta.co.uk for costs and terms & conditions. 
£10 per term; £5 for part of a term. 

SG PTA 

DIARY 
Monday 7 - Friday 11 June - Week 2 

Monday 7 
June 

LAMDA Speech & Language Exams in the 
Music Room  
Forest School Inspired Learning  (Prep 4)  

Tuesday 8 
June 

Forest School Inspired Learning (Prep 6) 

Wednesday 9 
June 

Girls’ cricket U11 v St Edmund’s (A) 
Boys’ Hardball U11 v Northbourne Park (A) 
 

Thursday 10 
June 

8:30am Head’s Coffee Morning - KS2 (outside) 
9:30am Reception Trip to Brogdale  
Girls’ Cricket U9 v Kent College (H) 
Please note: Summer Prom date has been 
moved to Thursday 24 June  

Friday 11 June Prep 6 HatWalk CatWalk Assembly 9.15am 
Forest School (Year 1) 

MAY HALF TERM 
PLANS? 

 
Stuck for ideas for the 
May half term? Muddy 
Stilettos has you covered 
with the best family-
friendly things to do—
check out the May half 
term guide   
 

mailto:chair@sgpta.co.uk
mailto:vicechair@sgpta.co.uk
mailto:treasurer@sgpta.co.uk
mailto:secretary@sgpta.co.uk
mailto:uniform@sgpta.co.uk
mailto:chair@sgpta.co.uk
https://kent.muddystilettos.co.uk/things-to-do/may-half-term-guide-2021/
https://kent.muddystilettos.co.uk/things-to-do/may-half-term-guide-2021/


 

 


