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FAREWELL... 
 

As the year draws to an end we are sadly saying goodbye to several members of staff. 
 
Julie Williamson is retiring after 40 years at 
Spring Grove. What can we say… Mrs Williamson 
is SG through and through and we can’t really 
imagine school life without her! Julie has worked 
in all parts of the school, setting up Teddies in 
Nursery as well as supporting the KS1 teachers as 
a TA. She has always had a very special rapport 
with the children and has been a wonderful 
colleague to have around. We will sadly miss her 
expertise and cheerfulness, as well as her cutting 
out, laminating and display skills. She is also a 
champion knitter—all those lovely SG bobble hats 
came from Julie’s nimble fingers!  
 
Mrs Williamson is leaving us to spend more very 
well-deserved time with her family, and we wish 
her all the very best for the future. Come back 
and see us soon Julie! 
 
Hannah Terry has been at SG for four years, working both in the Nursery with Mrs Clarke and in KS1. At the same time she 
has also completed her degree and her teaching qualification. She officially qualified as a teacher two days before the end 
of term—huge congratulations to Miss Terry as we know how much hard work she has put in. In the meantime she also 
had her first baby, and a desire for a part-time post has taken her to a new job in another school. We shall miss you 
Hannah—keep in touch and all the very best for your new post. 
 
Katie Mealham joined us this year as an apprentice in Nursery. She immediately slotted in and has been a wonderful 
addition to the Teddies’ team. She is leaving us to resume her studies at university - all the very best Katie! 
 
Gap students Will Fenwick and Millie Rimmer are both leaving after their year with us—Will for a job in London and Millie 
to go to university. They have both been brilliant assets throughout the year, during normal times and helping to run 
Keyworker School in lockdown. Thank you to both of you for your enthusiasm and hard work and all the best for the future. 
We’re sure it will be fun! 



 

 

BRAVE THE SHAVE 
 

 
She did it! We think you’re a very brave lady Miss Rall!  And we love the new look… 
 

https://bravetheshave.macmillan.org.uk/shavers/kathryn-rall  
 
Message from Miss Rall: “Thank you all so much for the kind donations! I have raised over £1000 for Macmillan 
and I'm loving my new hairstyle! Wishing you all a lovely Summer Break!” 

https://bravetheshave.macmillan.org.uk/shavers/kathryn-rall


 

 

FAREWELL TO PREP 6! 
 
Prep 6 had a Spring Grove send-off at the end of term, with a Memories Assembly followed by a fun trip to a climbing centre 
and a water park, a last visit to Forest School to open the new pizza oven, a spectacular arrival on a vintage bus on the last 
day and an open-air Final Assembly on the front lawn. Good luck in your new schools and please come back to see us soon! 



 

 

 
 
 
 

PREFECTS 2021-22 
 

 

School Captains: Isabella S & Shaysha A 
School Vice-Captains: Isobel J & Ferdie C 
Sports Captains: Lily E & Lucas K 
Vice Sports Captains:  Charlotte E & Harry O-R 
 
 
 
House Captains:  
Chaucer Isabella P-K & Pranav B 
Austen Marcus B, Charlotte E & Zach M 
Dickens Lily E, Ferdie C & Harry O-R 
Conrad Lucas K, Josie W & Isobel J 
 
 
 
Art Prefects: Liberty W & May C 
Charity Prefects: Poppy B, Isabella P-K & Yasar Z 
Drama Prefects: Annabelle D & Josie W 
Eco Prefect: Liberty W 
Forest School Prefect: Poppy B 
Languages Prefect: Annabelle D  
Music Prefects: May C & Yasar Z 
Technology Prefects: Marcus B, Zach M & 
Pranav B 
 



 

 

TOP 20 AGAIN!! 
 

The daynurseries.co.uk Top 20 Nursery Awards 
2021 highlight the most recommended day 
nurseries in each region of the UK. The awards 
are based on over 22,000 reviews received 
between 1st March 2014 to 1st March 2021 
from parents, relatives and guardians of 

children who attend the nurseries. We’re delighted to announce that for 
the 3rd year running we have been awarded Top 20 in the South East of 
England for 2021. 
Congratulations to all of our amazing Nursery team! 



 

 

CROSS-CHANNEL SWIM 
 

Huge congratulations to Roz South and her team for completing 
their cross-Channel swim in 16 hours and 45 minutes - what an 
amazing achievement, and all to raise awareness for bowel 
cancer in memory of Roz’s husband, Alex. https://
www.swimforalex.com/ 
 
 
 
 

 
 

FROM MISS RIMMER 

 
“I have had the best year at SG! I never 
thought I’d be saying I’m leaving SG for the 
second time but here I am. I am going to 
miss the parents, the staff and all the 
children so much. Thank you, thank you, 
thank you to every smiley face. I am off to 
uni in September but don’t worry I will be 
back to see everyone !! I hope everyone 
has an amazing summer holidays and I will 
see you all soon!!” Love Miss Rimmer xx 

https://www.swimforalex.com/
https://www.swimforalex.com/


 

 

HISTIO UK AND THE 
PADUA WARD 

 

Our Health and Wellbeing Week 
held for the first time this year 
was a huge success, and had many 
highlights, including the magic 
fingers of Theo Mal who came into 
school to entrance the children 
with his skills. The serious side to 
the week was our fund raising 
efforts for Histio UK and the Padua 
Ward. To date we have raised 
over £4000—double our original 
target. Thank you to everyone 
who has donated so generously. 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/springgrove-histiopadua 
 

SPORTS DAY 
 

It was very wet! But we managed to run races for every yeargroup and complete the famous Bannister Mile. Well 
done to all the children for competing cheerfully in the rain, and to our parents for all your support. 

 
 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/springgrove-histiopadua


 

 

 
Despite a challenging year we 
have had a very successful 12 
months ecologically, building 
upon the award of our Green 
Flag in the Summer. We held 
our inaugural Eco Week in 
September with many visiting 
speakers, initiatives, linked 

lessons, clean ups and an inevitable dress up day! That week allowed us to complete 
the requirements to achieve ‘Plastic Free School’ Status and led on to our “New Year’s 
Re-Solution” Recycling Focus Week in January. After a suggestion from the Eco Council 
a recycling unit has been created to allow the children to recycle plastic bottles and 
waste food whilst on the field. 
 

For the 3rd year running, our green efforts have been recognised by the Better Energy School 
Awards. Spring Grove’s project, “Spring On!” was chosen as a Runner Up in the Totally Active 
category for schools for our region. We look forward to utilising the £250 prize money for a 
new initiative in September. 
 
The ‘Ferti-Lisle-Zer’ is up and running! 
In January, as part of our ‘New Year’s Resolution’ Recycling Focus Week, we were able to open our ‘Ferti-Lisle-
Zer’. Inspired by last year’s Eco Prefect, Evie Lisle’s epic fundraising cycle ride during the first lockdown and 
generously funded by the money Evie and dress-up day raised, The PTA, School and the prize money from our 
success in last year’s Better Energy Awards, Our ‘Ferti-Lisle-Zer’ uses natural ingredients and processes to create 
a warm environment in which food waste (nitrogen) and wood (carbon) can mix with air and water. All this 
happens without the need for electricity, making it easy to use and eco friendly. By recycling all the waste food 
from the Dining Hall we can: 
 Reduce our carbon footprint by minimising methane emissions from waste food. 
 Increase environmental awareness among children and staff. 
 Decrease waste collection and disposal costs. 
 Produce natural, nutritious compost for School and the local community. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Clothing Bank 
In conjunction with AllRecycle Ltd, SG has taken delivery of a brand new Clothing Bank. The 
bank is located in the Recycling Centre and accepts all types of clothes, paired shoes, 
blankets, handbags, belts, towels, cds, DVDs, video games and bric-a-brac. 
 
The money raised will be split between The Rocking Horse Children’s Charity, The Lord 
Whiskey Animal Sanctuary and SG’s own Eco Fund. If you still have things lying around after 
your lockdown clearout, please donate now! 
 

 
Conserv-Tree’ Greenhouse  
Thanks to everyone who has donated 2 litre plastic 
bottles for the ‘Conserv-Tree’ Greenhouse project. 
We have begged, borrowed and foraged the timber 
and we have completed construction of both the 
front and back walls. We still have a long way to go 
but we hope we can start growing trees, plants and 
vegetables (using our own compost!) by next spring. 
 
 

‘Ferdie’s Framboiserie’ and ‘Otto’s Erdbeerturm’  
Thanks to a kind donation of raspberry canes and a stray strawberry plant 
from The Clarke Family along with some rapid carpentry in the Curnow 
‘workshop’, SG’s Eco Garden now has both a raspberry planter and a 
strawberry tower. When required, ‘Ferdie’s Framboiserie’ and ‘Otto’s 
Erdbeerturm’ will be topped up with our very own compost. We look 
forward to seeing the literal fruits of our labours in the summer holiday. 

Recycling News 
Our Recycling Centre (next to Giraffes) is still collecting: 

 Baby food pouches 

 Bread bags 
 Batteries 

 Crisp Packets 



 

 

 
ShowerBox 
As part of the continuing  “SG Lockdown Lecture Series” we are delighted to welcome the inspirational Sarah 
Lamptey on the morning of Tuesday 23rd February. Sarah is a freelance TV and radio presenter, model, writer and 
the founder/project leader of ShowerBox, a charity that provides homeless people in London access to showers, 
hot drinks, snacks, toiletries, and more. Her story of inspiration, initiative, persistence, hygiene and looking after 
those less fortunate than ourselves hit a chord during these challenging times.  
 
The ShowerBox initiative runs a toiletries amnesty to help to provide free products for the people they help. 
Many of you have been donating unwanted toiletries to pass on to Sarah’s great charity. Special mention must go 
to Eryn, Theia and Tamsin who took it upon themselves to collect items from their friends and neighbours. 
Tamsin accompanied Mr Curnow to deliver the items to ShowerBox at their site in London in April. 

 

Spring Grove accepts invitation to 
become UK TREE GUARDIANS  
Spring Grove has been invited to be a leading school within of the growing community of ‘Tree Guardian’ micro-
nurseries coordinated by the organisation ‘The Fellowship of the Trees’. All children from Reception to Year 3 
(and many of the staff) will be challenged to tend, nurture and nourish native tree seeds into saplings at home 
whilst sharing their experience and taking photos. The project has numerous cross-curricular links and will use 
recycled containers and our own compost! Once grown, the saplings will be donated to a community planting 
project to ensure local habitat and species are maintained.  

The first seeds will be planted in during Forest School sessions. SG remains ‘A great place to grow!’ 

Mr Curnow 

 

Unite - Create - Regenerate 

 
 

https://honestly-good.lt.acemlnc.com/Prod/link-tracker?redirectUrl=aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZzaG93ZXJib3gub3JnJTJGJTNGdXRtX3NvdXJjZSUzREFjdGl2ZUNhbXBhaWduJTI2dXRtX21lZGl1bSUzRGVtYWlsJTI2dXRtX2NvbnRlbnQlM0RIZWFsdGh5JTJCUmVjaXBlcyUyNTJDJTJCSW5zcGlyaW5nJTJCUGVvcGxlJTJC
https://www.toiletriesamnesty.org


 

 

FOREST SCHOOL REPORT 
 
The Forest School year has not run to plan for so many reasons but 
nevertheless it has provided many opportunities for the children to 
cope better with another challenging year living with the Covid-19 
pandemic. 
 
The sessions have not been about incredible activities and crafts 
(though there have been many of them!). Instead it has been more 
about the children reconnecting with nature and the outdoors, 

reintegrating with their friends and enjoying the unique freedom that Forest School gives. Lockdown will have 
had a serious influence on the children’s social development and time in the woods will have gone a long way 
to start rebuilding independence, resilience and social skills. 

 
Whilst lockdown also delayed our site development plans, 
the Forest School team have not been completely idle. 
The ‘Tesco ‘Store’ has now been insulated and fitted out 
with storage. Most excitingly, our new pizza oven, ‘Patel’s 
Pizzeria’ has now been completed and was officially 
opened (and road-tested) by Aeva, Sophia and Prep 6 
prior to their final departure. All restaurant reviews 
received so far have been very positive. 
 
Never wanting to sit still, next term, we have some 

exciting developments. Mrs Cracknell and Mr Mal have begun their own Forest School training journey and Mr 
Curnow will be mentoring them to reach Level 3  Forest School Leader status. After an enforced delay, we will 
finally be joined by a new trainee Forest School Leader, Sophie Wynne, the Arts Learning Officer at Chatham 
Historic Dockyard. Aden Jaques will also be returning to run some more sessions 
with Prep 6 as he completes his portfolio to achieve his Level 3 qualification. 
 
Up at the site, expansion/improvement plans continue apace. We plan to utilise 
the newly commissioned pizza oven for all manner of culinary treats from 
around the world. We aim to encourage and develop gross motor skills through 
new tractor tyre obstacles, stepping stones and a swing! There will also be a 
new wooden wigwam shelter, log splitter and the much-delayed ‘cycle bellows.’ 
 
As ever, Forest School could not happen without the army of volunteers who 
give up their time and energy to accompany us in all weathers to help out with 
builds, keeping the site tidy and assisting with the children. A huge thank you to 
them all for their flexibility, enthusiasm and efforts, especially during these 
challenging times. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

MUSIC REPORT 
 
The Music department has become more and more active over the last term or so, first with tentative steps 
towards performing with an audience in our informal concerts. So many children were keen to take part, and it 
was lovely to hear such supportive applause from our audience of friends. 
 
Prep 3 had lots of fun exploring the violin and progressed very well both in their ability to play the strings 
individually (harder than it sounds!) and reading the music. We focused on playing on the beat so we sounded 
great as an ensemble. We are looking forward to having Mrs Jarman, the violin teacher, doing a module of 
violin playing in September. 
 
Prep 4’s focus was Tudor Music this term, and we got into groups and learned Greensleeves on instruments 
and Tudor maypole dances. We are looking forward to travelling to the village of Maypole, performing our 
maypole dance, and having maypole syrup on Tudor waffles (that’s right) as a picnic treat afterwards! 
 
Rehearsals got underway early for the Prep 5 & 6 production of ‘Peter Pan’. With 10 songs to learn and several 
pirate fight scenes to choreograph, it was a good thing we started early! Immense fun was had as the 

characters and story unfolded throughout rehearsals, with 
students often suggesting witty one-line additions to the 
script. All the hard work paid off with a successful dress 
rehearsal for children and two fantastic performances for 
parents. 
 
It was lovely to be able to form ensembles this term, with 
string ensemble, choir, quartet, guitar ensemble and djembe 
group getting underway. We are looking forward to starting 
up wind ensembles again when covid restrictions on 

woodwind and brass performing are finally lifted. It is a great 
way to improve sight-reading and those involved had to learn 
notes and rhythms that they hadn’t come across in instrumental 
lessons before - a great way to boost skill levels. 
 
The Summer Prom generated much interest with many children 
putting their name forward to perform solos. We also had the 
first stage outing of music ensembles this year, with impressive 
performances considering the amount of rehearsal time we had. 
Classes performed songs and dances that they learned during 
lessons, Prep 3 & 4 revisited ‘Jonah’, and Prep 6 showed off their 
fabulous hats (and some groovy dance moves!) 
 
Thank you for all the support you have shown the Music 
department at SG this year. Looking forward to a busy schedule 
next year! 

 
Mrs Britton 



 

 

SPORTS—SUMMER TERM 
 

What a relief to get back to some competitive sport this term. It was lovely to see the children engaged in the 
fixtures and even lovelier to see Prep 3 on their first away fixtures! There were some issues early on with the type 
of match teas that other schools may or may not provide, but after the initial shock of a reduced calorie match tea 
of, in most cases, water... the children settled back into fixtures very well. 
  
It was fantastic as well this year to see an almost entirely mixed cricket season, with only a couple of single sex 
fixtures. Cricket lends itself to mixing the boys and girls, and consequently everyone was able to play a fixture at 

the level that suited them. There were some great hardball fixtures and some 
equally great Kwik cricket fixtures, and everyone seemed to enjoy them 
immensely. 
  
It was also really good to see the children developing their swimming with 
much more consistency than in years gone by. Everyone in KS2 had one 
lesson per week as a minimum, and it is clear that their skills have really 
come on. A further review of swimming will hopefully mean this more 
consistent approach which will serve everybody well. 
  
Time for a well earned rest now though for the children. They’ll have to dust 
off their boots come September and we can get into some of the winter 
sports once again. 
  
Have a great summer and see you soon.  
Mr Smith 

PREMIER FOOTBALL SCHOOL 
 

Summer school holiday fun for 4 – 12-year-olds! 

Premier Football School are delighted to announce they are running a kid’s football school in Ashford this summer at The 

North School from Wednesday 18th – Friday 20th August for boys and girls aged 4 - 12 of all abilities. Parents simply drop-off 

at 10.00am and pick up at 3.30pm. The fee is just £13 per day and all children who attend receive a trophy! Activities include 

a kids World Cup tournament and a penalty shootout competition with prizes! Children will play in group-bubbles according 

to their age in line with the government’s health & safety regulations. Should you wish to book, please visit 

www.premierfootballschool.co.uk or call 07821573837. 

-- 

PREMIER FOOTBALL SCHOOL 

Registered office:  62, Sutton Road.  Maidstone. Kent.  ME15 9AL. Telephone: 07821 573837 

Website: www.premierfootballschool.co.uk      

Bookings email:  premierfootballschool@gmail.com 

http://www.premierfootballschool.co.uk/
http://www.premierfootballschool.co.uk/


 

 

OUR TERM—TEDDIES 
 
What a busy term we have had in Teddies! The 

children have enjoyed many new experiences during 

the last term in Teddies and impressed us all with 

their running races. We are extremely proud of all 

of our Teddies children for how far they have come 

since starting with us! 
  

This term our topics have been summer where the 

children have enjoyed making some bees, ladybirds 

and butterflies for our summer garden display. They 

also explored our farm topic and the children made 

some amazing farm animals such as wooly sheep, 

some adorable chicks and some cows made from our 

footprints! 
  

The children have also been learning how to count 

through learning different number songs. The 

children have loved learning '5 currant buns' and 

loved it when they were chosen to buy a bun. They 

have also been practising their gross motor skills 

when playing parachute games and completing our 

obstacle course.  
  

We have also had a very busy time with our Teddy Bear picnic and messy 

day. The children had a great time exploring the paint and the porridge, 

especially when they realised they could get their 

teachers messy! After all that fun they enjoyed a picnic 

with their teddies and a chance to go on the slip and 

slide.  
  

We were also lucky enough to hold a sports day which 

parents were able to attend. I think we can all agree 

that the children did amazing in their running races! 
  

I want to take this opportunity to thank all of our 

parents for their continued support throughout the 

year, we really appreciate it. We also need to say a 

goodbye to Miss Mealham who is leaving to study Primary Education 

at university. We will miss her lots but we wish her all the best.  
  

We wish all our children the best, whether they are staying in 

Teddies, moving to Giraffes, or going elsewhere.  
  

Have a lovely summer! 
  

Miss Fisher, Mrs Cox, Miss Mealham, Mrs B and Mrs Mac 

 

 
 



 

 

OUR TERM—GIRAFFES 
 

What a busy term we have had! We returned after Easter to 

some glorious weather and enjoyed using our newly renovated 

outdoor area with its canopy and artificial grass. As well as 

giving us protection from the sun it also afforded us shelter 

from the sudden downpours enabling the children to collect the 

hailstones as they stood under the canopy. For our topic on 

Life Cycles we planted runner beans, both inside and outside, 

grew butterflies and had a visit from Theodore’s goslings.  
 

Our Messy Day and Pirates & Princess Day 

were a huge success.  The children and staff 

got very messy with the paint, gloop, clean 

mud! and ice and then had a great time on 

the water slide later in the day. The Pirates 

and Princesses walked the plank, made 

telescopes, hats, decorated cake boats and 

made maps to follow in the garden. 
 

Our Sports Day (unlike the main school 

Sports Day!) was blessed with glorious 

sunshine - the children were amazing in their 

races and it was lovely to see the many 

smiles from the children (and parents) alike. 

The children have all been busy this term 

with their number work counting, adding and 

writing numbers to 10. We have also been 

playing I Spy and What’s In the Bag practising 

listening to sounds and attempting to blend 

those sounds together to find objects. The 

children tried really hard and joined in 

enthusiastically. 
 

This year has been a different year to previous 

ones but I hope that we have managed to keep 

things as near to normal for the children as we 

could. I know the children are all looking 

forward to either moving to the Reception class here or to 

their new schools to join older siblings and friends and we wish 

all of the children all the best as they 

make their move to ‘big school’. 
 

Finally I would like to thank all of the 

parents for their support over the year - 

you have all been fantastic.  
 

Have a relaxing summer holiday and we 

look forward to seeing some of you back 

for Reception in September. 

Mrs Clarke, Miss Rall & Mrs Upchurch 



 

 

OUR TERM—RECEPTION 
 

We have had a lovely term with lots of different activities and adventures!  During the first half of 

term, we settled back into the school routine in our bubble.  We continued to learn our phonics using 

Monster Phonics and this helped develop our reading and writing skills.  In Maths we studied shapes, 

time, spatial awareness, numbers and simple calculations.  Popular activities were Mrs Wells’ Bingo 

sessions and playing board games.  We also learnt about life cycles from the seasons throughout the year 

to animals and plants. 

 

After half term we went to Brogdale Farm, which was great fun.  We enjoyed the Aqualab session which 

helped us go pond dipping in the school pond!  We couldn’t believe the creatures we found in it - it was 

very exciting. 

 

We had lots of fun recording our Assembly - 

‘The Big Carrot’ - especially when the carrot 

became stuck in the tree!  I can still hear the 

shrieks of laughter that were caught on 

camera! 

 

We started swimming this term which was 

lovely.  All the class have developed their 

confidence in the pool which was highlighted in 

the wellbeing week swimming competition.   

 

Last week was great fun with the wellbeing 

week and we loved all the different sessions we 

joined to help us keep positive, look after 

ourselves and be healthy.   

 

The class has bonded well over the year and 

both Mrs Wells and I have really enjoyed 

seeing the children grow and learn 

together.  Good friendships are being formed 

and the group look out for each other.  Sadly, 

we say goodbye to Dia who is moving back to 

London and leaving SG.  We wish him all the 

best. 

 

Have a lovely summer and we look forward to hearing 

about your children as they move into Year 1. 

 

Mrs Newman and Mrs Wells 



 

 

YEAR 1: OUR SUMMER TERM  
 

Year 1 have had a busy last term of school, they’ve absolutely loved it.  
 

We’ve had a visit from a parent who taught us all about Hinduism, we even 
tried clothes on and tried some food. We’ve also been on a school trip to 
Howletts and filmed footage for our assembly whilst Mr Mal shared his 
animal collective noun knowledge with everyone and Miss Rimmer 
interviewed the children.  
 
Year 1 did some pond dipping at school, did you know that there are 
freshwater shrimps in our pond?  
 
At Forest School we made clay creatures, paper plate masks, bird feeders, 
dens and whipped up some imaginary culinary delights in Carine’s Cafe, 
Lily’s soup made from her Mummy’s recipe was a big hit.  
  
We have worked really hard in class, learning about reading the time, 
scientists and inventors, our school area and some wellbeing superheroes.  

 
As a year group we have made amazing progress 
with our writing skills. We have really focused on 
adding punctuation to our sentences and to apply 
all the phonic sounds that we have learnt over 
the year to our spellings.  
  
Health and Wellbeing week was a massive 
success for Year 1, we came together as a school 
for the 10k walk, made our own healthy lunches, 
listened to some inspirational and thought 
provoking speakers and also took part in lots of 
new physical exercises. Mrs Cracknell and Miss 
Terry joined in with all the physical activities but 
found that some of the year group were just too 

fast for us to keep up with.  
  
Let’s hear from the children themselves:  
  
Jacob B says: “I have loved the lunches, the wraps are my favourite.”  
Bella says: “My favourite memory has been playing with Martha.”  
Laurence says: “I have really liked playing football with Remy.”  
Lucille says: “I loved the party that we threw for Laurence when he 
started, it was really really fun.” 
  
Thanks so much for working so hard Year 1, have a wonderful 
summer break!! 
  
Mrs Cracknell, Mr Mal, Miss Terry and Miss Rimmer 



 

 

YEAR 2: OUR SUMMER TERM  
 
What a fantastic Summer term we have had in Year 2! Having been apart through lockdown, it was lovely to be 
back together again and see the children happily and easily rekindle their friendships. They have worked very 
hard in class and thoroughly enjoyed the extra activities on offer.  

 
The first of these being our assembly on the 
rainforest. The majority of the year love the excuse to 
‘go on stage’ and be dramatic. It was also lovely to see 
the more reserved or shy members of the class, 
independently step out of their comfort zone a little. 
This is an invaluable lesson and wonderful to witness. 
It was also seen in our section in the school prom. If 
you asked children to walk in a circle and have a pillow 
land on their heads they wouldn’t want to do it, but 
put it to music and on a stage…! 
 

Our outing was to Howletts Wild Animal Park. The aim of this was to consolidate our Science topic in which we 
learnt about habitats - and to have fun. We were fortunate to see many of the animals out and about in their 
enclosures. 
 
Mr Smith organised an amazing Health and Wellbeing Week for the school. It was action packed and a huge 
learning experience for both children and staff. English and Maths obviously continued to be taught, but being 
off curricula it was often in a more subtle fashion. They also gained a more in-depth understanding of how to 
generally look out for not only themselves  but also others if the going gets tough - whether that be in sport, 
dance or making a meal! 

 
Our History topic this term was the Ancient 
Egyptians. We celebrated the end of term with 
an Ancient Egyptian tea party! The children 
brought in an array of food (from that 
period?)! No one would have thought that 
these people would have had the knowhow to 
make such an extraordinary feast! We played 
games such as Musical Pharaohs, Musical 
Mummy Bumps and Hawk Hawk Camel (which 
has evolved into duck duck goose in modern 
times!).  
 
After an unusual but extraordinary and 

wonderful year, very sadly we are saying goodbye to Anna S, Sebby G and Mrs Williamson. Anna was only with 
us for this year and has had to move back to Essex, she brought an enormous amount to the group and was a 
fantastic friend to all. She got into the SG way of life, worked hard, played hard and shared her kindness and 
humour freely with everyone. Sebby will also be sorely missed. He is a wonderful entertainer and keen to share 
his views on what we are doing. He always brought something to the group and that wonderful laugh and smile. 
Mrs Williamson has been at the school for years/decades and she was a brilliant person to work with, 
understanding the children so well and always one step ahead. Always kind and caring. The three of them will 
be sorely missed and we wish them the best of luck in the future. 
 
We have both loved our year with the children and look forward to following their progress through the school - 
we will be watching out for them! 
We wish you all a wonderful summer holiday and a huge thank you for all your support and kindness this year!  
 
Mrs de Giles, Mr Brunetti and Mrs Williamson 



 

 

SUMMER TERM REPORT—PREP 3 

 
It has been a lovely summer term for the children with lots of exciting things achieved due to Covid restrictions 
being slightly eased. All of Prep 3 have represented the school in cricket fixtures, which has been fantastic for 
their teamwork skills and independence. It was great to be able to have spectators supporting for the last few 
matches and to have the odd kit kat for (limited) match teas!!  

 
Our assemblies were filled with lion facts, Greek myths and sea shanty songs that 
stayed in our heads for weeks afterwards. The children really enjoyed working 
together and performing in front of the camera. We have some budding 
presenters for the future! 
 
The informal concert and SG Prom have given everyone a chance to perform in 
front of a live audience again and will hopefully reignite their passion and 
enthusiasm for the stage. 
 

We have had fun getting back into the art room 
making burger box monsters and Viking brooches, 
reading ‘The Boy Who Grew Dragons’ and Greek 
Myths in English lessons and tackling fractions, time 
and money in Maths.   
 
Beach School and Forest School have been as 
popular as ever.  On the hottest day of the year so 
far, Prep 3 were keen to paddle in the water and 
search for crabs in the rock pools at Reculver Beach. 
They were so well behaved and did not whinge 
about the heat at all, but were definitely pleased to 
end the day with an ice cream. They have been able 
to revisit the forest, reminisce around the campfire 
and reorganise their dens. We also had a visit from 
Aqualab and used our school site for some research 
and pond dipping. We have really made the most of 
the beautiful school surroundings and local area to 
be outside as much as possible this term. 
 
Wellbeing week was a real highlight and the 
children rose to the challenge of a 10k walk to 
school with great enthusiasm. We also experienced 
a variety of fun and thought provoking activities and 
speakers. These included dance, PT, aerobics, yoga, 
food preparation, swimming and Mollie’s mum 
talking about her role in the Olympics. There was a 
buzz of positive energy as we went through the 
week and learnt some important lessons for life.  
 
The children have worked hard this year and shown 
resilience, they deserve a well earned rest over the 
summer, ready to start Year 4 with lots of passion 
and energy! 
 
Have a wonderful summer, 
Mrs Brogan-Jones, Mrs Saxby and Mrs Hughes 



 

 

SUMMER TERM REPORT—PREP 4 

 
Arthur: in the first assembly it was Wear Sanitiser—it was a remix of the Wear Sunscreen. Charlie wore a  wig 
and Hamish mentioned dancing the funky chicken on your 75th wedding anniversary. Some of the lines were 
changed for example Live in New York City once but leave before it makes you hard Live in northern California 
but leave before it makes you soft was changed to Live in Ashford once but leave before it makes you hard Live 
in Canterbury but leave before it makes you soft and that was Rufus’s line.  
 
Sanjay: Forest School has been really fun this year and also quite interesting. A few highlights have been 
snacks like, s’mores, jam doughnuts, marshmallows and popcorn, dens, mud huts, tripods, mud kitchen, war 
games and the new pizza oven. A very big thanks goes out to Mr Curnow and Mrs Brogan-Jones for taking and 
helping us in Forest School. We also made lots of things using the tools that we are supplied with. A thanks to 
Freddie’s mum for letting us use the forest.  
 
Sophie: Mr Curnow worked very hard, organising activities for Eco Week, and as a result it was brilliant. On the 
21 of September Eco Week begun. Eco Week included a whole school litter pick on the school field. We had 
loads of fun and we even found a frisbee! We dressed-up as Michael Recycle’s ‘sidekick’. There were some 
brilliant outfits. We saw dresses made of reused plastic, masks made out of tin foil and belts made of paper.  
Prep 4D particularly focused on all the unecessary material that shops were using. We had a look at some of 
the unnecessary packaging and found that even apples and oranges, which are alright to be stored together 
without any packaging, were being kept in packaging. We sent letters of complaint to these shops, explaining 
why this extra packaging was unnecessary and why they should replace it.  Many of us received replies and we 
were very pleased. Thanks to Mr Curnow for organizing these activities. 
 
Ophelia: This year I have really enjoyed reading books. We have all read independently but as a class we’ve 
read some amazing books. We’ve read ‘Fortunately the Milk’, ‘Charlie and the Great Glass Elevator’,’The Indian 
in the Cupboard’, ‘The Iron Man’ and ‘The Spiderwick Chronicles’. My favourite one is ‘The Indian in Cupboard’ 
because I like the little people. Thank you to Miss Drury for picking out and reading these wonderful books 
with us. 
 
Elis: ‘Jonah a Fishy Tail’ -  it was very funny when Mr Curnow zoomed in on Andrew and Elis sneaking across 
the stage and when Elis said shellfish and Frank came scuttling along the stage then back down and tripped 
and fell in practice. Also, when all the pirates were crying and Rory jumped into Rufus’s arms sucking his 
thumb and then Tamsin and Sophie’OG threw Sanjay off the stage making a big splash. Other highlights were 
when I picked up pieces of eight but I said it was pieces of 6 and I picked up the hat and when ‘Leg-It’ threw his 
hat off the stage and hit Miss Drury. Thanks a lot to all the year 3 and 4 teachers and helpers and a special 
thanks to Mrs Britton for helping with all the dances and music and Mrs Jaggard for playing the violin.  
 

Charlie: in the Henry VIII 
assembly, Mariella was 
Henry and the wives were 
the boys for some reason. It 
took 3 hours to film and the 
signs were upside down 2 
times. The courtiers were 
boys which was good 
because I was a courtier!!! 
(Credits, Miss Dury, 4D 
class, costume designers / 
amazon, Rory butcher / 
executioner. Mariella / 
Henry VIII.)   



 

 

SUMMER TERM REPORT—PREP 4 

 
Emily:  Art has been amazing this year and it has been my favourite subject. We have done a lot of art such as 
weaving, Christmas boxes, frog mouths, bonfire hats and last but not least Venetian carnival masks and all of it 
has been so fun thanks to Miss Drury. My favourite has been frogmouths seeing my froggy open and close its 
mouth.  
 
Hamish:  Music  has been very fun and also chaotic with the SG Prom and Informal Concert. Sadly we didn’t 
get to do our maypole dance but we are going to go to a place called Maypole to have maple syrup! That will 
be fun. Thank you Mrs Britton for all the wonderful music lessons.  
 
Rory: The cricket matches were exciting for the boys. We had 5 matches and 1 tournament. Most of the 
matches were against Ashford. In the tournament we played 3 games 1 against Ashford 1 against Kent College 
(and 1 of the Kent College players was my friend from hockey) and 1 against Rounden House. We won the last 
game so we had another game against Ashford B. It was close but we won by 4 runs. In all the games that we 
played (not the tournament) we only had 1 match tea and that was a cookie (yum) at Wellesley. Thank you Mr 
Reed, Mrs Brogan-Jones, Mr Fenwick, Mr Smith and Mr Brunetti.  
 
Sophie B: There were a lot of cricket matches throughout this term, some of which were mixed, some 
separate gender. We have played quite a few schools, including Kent College and Ashford Prep. One time, we 
had an U11 Girls only cricket match vs Kent College. The A team won, but the B team lost. In the B team, there 
were two star players, one picked by Mrs Brogan-Jones, and one picked by the opposing team. Ophelia B was 
picked by the teacher, and I was picked by the other team. I want to say a thank you to all of the P.E teachers. 

 

Issy: Le petit déjeuner français était incroyable 
avec des croissants au chocolat chaud et des pains 
au chocolat. au plus récent, Prep 4 a chanté une 
chanson dirigée par Madame Leavey. Cela 
s'appelait Dans ma Maison, tout le monde s'est 
amusé et s'est bien amusé. (French breakfast was 
amazing with hot chocolate, croissants and pain au 
chocolat. At the most recent one, Prep 4 sang a 
song lead by Madam Leavey. This was called ‘Dans 
ma Maison’, everyone enjoyed themselves and had 
lots of fun.) 
 

Eve: Samphire Hoe was very wet and cold but still fun. We met Ranger Paul a.k.a Mr Holt who knew a lot 
about Samphire Hoe. We had a series of challenges all of which were fun. Our first challenge was Smelly Pots, 
we had to make a nice smelling pot or a bad smelling pot using the plants around us. There were some good 

smelly pots but I think the best was probably 
Arthur and Charlie’s. Afterwards we did some fossil 
hunting. They were not the fossils you'd imagine 
but they were pieces of grayish rock with cool 
squiggles on them. Then we did a scavenger hunt 
on the beach and found some interesting things. I 
found something that looked like a mini cola bottle 
and we found lots of snails and some sea eggs. 
Then after that we went back to the shelter for 
some lunch. After lunch we were very wet so we 
decided to go back to school. On the way back to 
SG, we stopped at McDonalds and got ice cream or 
hot chocolate. Then we got back and had free time 
for the rest of the day.  



 

 

SUMMER TERM REPORT—PREP 4 

 
Bavi: For our Lockdown Don’t Frown assembly, 4D tried 
their very best to create a great video, to brighten 
everyone’s day during lockdown. I jumped on the bed and 
went on my hoverboard, Emily and Mariella went on their 
hoverboard as well. I’ve got to say it was very chaotic when 
we shouted on the Meet, Eve was talking to her friend the 
mop! Most of all thanks to Miss Drury for organizing the 
whole assembly. It was very funny, Emily and Mariella also 
sang to a teddy bear and Tamsin and Eve even danced with 
a mop. 
 
Henry: Home learning was a difficult time for all of us 
because there were lots of advantages and disadvantages 
for example:  
Disadvantages—No seeing friends, sometimes we couldn't 
hear the teacher on zoom and it was overall harder to learn. 
Advantages—We got to see our parents all the time, we got 
to work in silence so we got work done quicker.  
We got longer breaks because we got the work done faster. 
 
Mariella: Christmas hampers and jumpers were very fun 
considering I got about four hampers but I could only take 
one home. Every person in the school had to bring in an 

item(s) to put in their classes Christmas hamper.  They were all decorated extremely nicely.  You would buy a 
hamper ticket(s) and in assembly if you won one you could take one home. Everyone wore Christmas jumpers 
during Christmas lunch and the rest of the day. All of this was very fun.  
 
Quinn: This year science has been really fun. In lessons we have been learning about electricity, sound, 
animals and their habitats, teeth and recently the digestive system. One of the most memorable lessons in 
science is when Mr Smith stuffed this orange, thick pipe into my sports hoodie pocket (pretending it was my 
small intestine) and he had to pull out the pipe. I had to walk to the end of the classroom whilst Mr Smith 
slowly unraveled the pipe. Another memorable lesson was when Mrs Jaggard took us on a bug hunt and we 
had to write what we saw. We went in the river and saw a leech. We also went to the front lawn and we found 
a centipede crawling on a rock. Thank you to Mr Smith for running our science lessons.  
 
Tamsin: During our tough time in lockdown we had some exciting people come in and do lovely talks. There 
were a few such as Sarah Lamptey from ShowerBox, Andrew Clover, Professor Robert Winston and Al 
Sylvester. First we will start with Sarah Lamptey from ShowerBox. Sarah came in and talked to us about her 
company that goes to St Giles Church in London every Saturday from 11am till 4pm. Now onto Andrew Clover. 
He is a very funny man and if you remember he read us some of his new releases - his fantastic chronicles of 
Rory Branigan.  
 
Right, who’s next? Ah... Professor Robert Winston, he was cool he was talking to us all about his fantastic life 
time and he told us a story of when he made a dead blood cell move and when he was at the start of his career 
and there was this man that was neary dead and Professor Robert said “Just wait I have a feeling” 2 weeks 
later he saw the man walk out of the hospital bed and say, ”Thank You even though I was nearly dead you 
helped me and I could sense that you were there.” Right after those amazing stories now last but definitely not 
least Al Sylester (now he’s a cool dude) so Al and his team set off on an adventure and he ended up with his 
insides as his thumbs. 



 

 

SUMMER TERM REPORT—PREP 5 
 

Another year has flown by and what an enjoyable one it has been too! Prep 5 have certainly worked incredibly 
hard, embraced all opportunities to work creatively and collaboratively and as a class, been a joy to teach due 
to their kindness, engagement and ultimate love of learning. Five valued new members were welcomed into 
Prep 5 this year, each and every one of them displaying true Spring Grove qualities and quickly settling into the 
class. I look forward to following their continued success as they move to Prep 6.  
 
Roles and responsibilities were announced this week and all children 
should be congratulated on their new positions of responsibility in 
particular, our new school captains, Shaysha A and Isabella S. I am 
positive that all captains, vice-captains and prefects will strive to be 
successful and will play a key role in inspiring others in moving the 
school forward. 
 
We were sad to bid farewell to our wonderful class gap student this 
term - Mr Fenwick. We thank him for always being so encouraging and 
enthusiastic, especially on the cricket pitch, and wish him all the best in 
his exciting next adventure.  
 
On a personal note, this has been a very special year for me and I would like to take this opportunity to thank all 
of the Prep 5 parents for their ongoing support, kindness and positive feedback. It really has been a pleasure to 
work with you and your amazing children and I look forward to seeing you once again on my return to Spring 
Grove.  
 
I would like to wish you all a relaxing, safe and well-deserved break. 
 
Warm wishes,  
Mrs Stone 



 

 

SUMMER TERM REPORT—PREP 6 

 
How busy have these last few months been for Prep 6! 
 
The term started with the long-awaited return of sports fixtures and many of the children were able to 
represent Spring Grove with pride against other schools. As per usual, there were defeats, which helped the 
children build resilience, but also many moments where the Spring Grove team spirit and collective 
responsibility led to amazing victories. There were also some outstanding individual achievements and not 
least that of Thomas E scoring his first ever century. 
 
The children also had a chance to return to regular swimming lessons and we were all impressed by the 
improvement shown by Prep 6 in the recent swimming challenge, where they only just fell short of beating the 
teachers. 
 
The week before half term, we were delighted to be able to take most of the children to Kingswood on a three 
day residential trip. Raft building, leap of faith, 3G swings, Jacob’s Ladders were amongst the many activities 
they were able to experience. It was a real treat for us to see so many children push their boundaries, conquer 
their fears and generally become just a little bit more grown up as the days went by.   
 
The Hatwalk Catwalk was another highlight, with children showcasing their art skills. We clearly have a very 

creative cohort here and many were 
impressed not only by the quality of 
the hats but also by the 
professionalism of the models wearing 
them! 
 
The term continued with the children 
performing as part of the Summer 
prom, a wonderful event where once 
again we were amazed by the musical 
aptitudes of many of Prep 6 children. 
 
More recently, Prep 6 (with a little 

support from Prep 5) treated us to a fabulous leavers’ show. Every child’s hard work, the obvious talent of 
many individuals for acting or singing (too many to mention), and the commitment they showed in rehearsals 
contributed to making ‘Peter Pan’ an absolute success. 
 
The show was quickly followed by a fast paced week of wellbeing activities. Between interviewing Olympic 
medalists, listening to mental health and nutrition specialists, cooking, dancing, first aid training to name but a 
few, there was hardly a moment to relax, and yet the children approached each activity with the utmost 
enthusiasm and willingness to take part. 
 
Lastly, as is customary as SG,  the children were treated by the parents to a day out. Much fun was had at both 
Clip and Climb and St Andrew’s lake where the enjoyment of all was clear to see and where the children took 
great pleasure in trying to push us into the water. A great way to end the year! 
 
We would like to finish by thanking all the parents for their continued support over the past year. It has been a 
privilege to watch the children grow into their own and we would like to wish them all the very best as they 
continue their journey into secondary school. 
 
Best of luck Prep 6, we will miss you. 
 
Madame Leavey and Mr Smith 



 

 

PRIZE-GIVING JULY 2021 

 
Year 1  
Form Prizes: Una C, Angus M, Willow A  
Effort Prizes: Remy B 
Pre-Prep Sports Cup: Willow A 
 
 
Year 2  
Form Prizes: Ellen P, Willa L 
Effort Prizes: Hugo G, Jack B 
Art Prize: Thomas C-H 
Hollins Pre-Prep Courtesy Cup: Monty D 
Pre-Prep Languages Shield: Willow K 
Worrow All Rounder Cup: Miller P 
 
 
Prep 3  
Form Prizes: Isabella W, Rosalind J 
Effort Prizes: Beau H, Elliot C 
Art Prizes: Thea O-R, Eryn C 
Creative Writing Prize: Lexi M 
Mathematics Prize: Tristan B 
 
 
Prep 4 
Form Prize & Middle School Music Shield: Ophelia B 
Effort Prize: Sophie B 
Art Prize: Isabelle P 
Creative Writing Prize: Andrew D 
Lisle Ecological Endeavour Trophy: Sophie O’G 
HM Middle School Award & Middle School Languages 
Shield: Quinn C 
Middle School Progress Shield: Eve H 
Middle School Sports Cup: Sanjay P 
Middle School Sports Star: Rory B 
Patel Overall Contribution Shield: Tamsin L 
Stretton Middle School Courtesy Cup: Mariella C 
Sweetland Middle School Drama Shield: Elis F-P 
Mathematics Prizes: Charlie A, Arthur A 
 
 

 
Prep 5 
Form Prize: May C 
Effort Prize: Charlotte E 
Art Prize: Liberty W 
Creative Writing Prize: Shaysha A 
Forest School Martin Trophy: Isabella S 
Junior Singing Cup: Lily E 
Langford Cross Country Trophy for determination and 
effort: Harry O-R 
Paul Nolan Most Improved Footballer: Lucas K 
Thomas Cup for ICT: Marcus B 
Mathematics Prize: Yasar Z 
 
 
 
Prep 6 
Form Prizes: Osten F-P, Thomas B 
Effort Prizes: Isla K, James B 
Art Cup: Kirtan P 
Arnold Overall Sports Cup: Alfie A 
Baxter Kindness Cups: Isla K, Tom M 
Brett History Cup: Chester L 
Burden Cross Country Cup: Sophia B 
Camilla Harris Cup for Academic Achievement: Richard H 
Christopher Scrivens Maths Cup: Oliver T 
Christopherson Cup: Sam M 
Citizenship Shield: Wilfie E 
Creative Writing Prize: Aeva P 
Endeavour Cup: Pia N 
Furnival Sports Cup: Olivia D-M 
Head’s Award for Achievement in all subjects: Dexter W 
Head’s Award for Creative Contributions: Felipe T 
Head’s Award for the Performing Arts: Finn C 
Head’s Award for Personal Achievement: Leo B-M 
Head’s  Award for Personal Effort: James Bentley 
Head’s Award for Positive Mindset: Kirtan P 
Hockey Cup: Olivia D-M 
Kincaid Music Salver: Thomas B 
Knights-Toomer Football Shield: Pia N 
LAMDA Cup: Finn C 
Langford Cross Country Cup for most improved runner: 
Chester L 
Languages Shield: Sophie B-S 
Leonnie Jones Cup for Overall Contribution: Isabelle D 
Mathematics Prize: Oliver T 
Martyn Singing Cup: Scarlett W-J 
Netball Cup: Isabelle D 
Read Reading Cup: James D 
Spring Grove Science Cup: Aeva P 
Sophie Miles Dramatic Arts: Osten F-P 
Spring Grove Cricket Cup: Thomas E 
Spring Grove Football Shield: Rafael B 
Spring Grove Rugby Award: Alfie A 
Terence Tickridge Cross-Country Cup: Daniel B 
Washington-Jones Computer Cup: William R 

 



 

 



 

 
CONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONS   
   

Head’s Stars 

Austen: Martin B, Teddy D, Emilia H-H, Ella B-M  
Chaucer: Willow A, Henry G, Lily W, Charlotte A, Myra T  
Conrad: Daniel H, Aarav S, Alice P 
Dickens: Ellen P, Emily P 
 

Half Colours 
Charlotte E—Service 

Challenge Awards 
Bronze: James D, Wilfie E, Osten F-P, Richard H, Isla K 
Gold: Tom M and Sam M 

 

 
 

   

JJJeeelllllly y y ttthhheee   GGGiiirrraaaffffffe e e    
   
   

Congratulations to ChaucerCongratulations to ChaucerCongratulations to Chaucer   

for winning Jellyfor winning Jellyfor winning Jelly   
   

1.1.1.   Chaucer (5457 Stars)Chaucer (5457 Stars)Chaucer (5457 Stars)   

2.2.2.   Dickens (4885) Dickens (4885) Dickens (4885)    

3. Austen (41473. Austen (41473. Austen (4147   

4.  Conrad (3328)4.  Conrad (3328)4.  Conrad (3328)   

   

JJJeeelllllly y y ttthhheee   GGGiiirrraaaffffffe e e    
   
   

Overall numbersOverall numbersOverall numbers   
   

1.1.1.   Chaucer (16,797 Stars)Chaucer (16,797 Stars)Chaucer (16,797 Stars)   

2.2.2.   Dickens (16,133) Dickens (16,133) Dickens (16,133)    

3. Austen (13,446)3. Austen (13,446)3. Austen (13,446)   

4.  Conrad (12,199)4.  Conrad (12,199)4.  Conrad (12,199)   

         

TERM DATES 2021-22 

AUTUMN TERM 2021 
Staff inset training: Tuesday 31st August and 
Wednesday 1st September 
Term Begins: Thursday 2nd September 
Half-term: Monday 18th October – Friday 29th October  

*please note 2-week half term 
Term Ends: Wednesday 15th December 

SPRING TERM 2022 
Staff inset training: Tuesday 4th January 
Term Begins: Wednesday 5th January 
Half-term: Monday 14th February – Friday 18th 
February 
Term Ends: Tuesday 29th March 

SUMMER TERM 2022 
Staff inset training: Tuesday 19th April 
Term Begins: Wednesday 20th April 
May Bank Holiday: Monday 2nd May 
Half-term: Monday 30th May – Friday 3rd June 
Term Ends: Wednesday 13th July 


