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MRS JAGGARD’S BLOG
On Monday, Ravi Holy and his beautifully placid dog, Huxley, led our assembly. The focus was Curiosity, one of
our school values, and we reminded ourselves that Curiosity is at the heart of all our learning; we learn to be inquisitive, open-minded, forward-thinking, to ask good questions and to value the opinions of others - including
being prepared to think again, and perhaps change our mind about something.
The school was a very busy place to be on Wednesday afternoon - we collected children from various local primary schools, so that they could take part in the House and Inter-schools’ Cross-Country, which proved to be an
amazing event. Thank you to Mrs Langford and her team for planning such a super community event.
Our Act of Remembrance on Thursday honoured those who served and currently serve to defend our freedom. We gathered together at the front of the school, to remember the service and sacrifice of the Armed Forces
community. We also paid tribute to the emergency services and remembered innocent civilians who have lost
their lives in conflict and acts of terrorism. Prep 6 supported by singing ‘The Exhortation’, thank you to Mrs
Britton for arranging:
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.
After our two-minute silence, Liberty read the Kohima Epitaph:
When you go home, tell them of us and say, For your tomorrow, we gave our today.
The week was rounded off by the most informative and thought-provoking Remembrance Assembly. I know Prep
6 children have learned so much whilst preparing for this assembly and Mr Smith’s idea of using Samuel Barber’s
‘Adagio for Strings’ whilst Shaysha read ‘Dulce et Decorum Est’ by Wilfred Owen was incredibly moving. We commissioned Mr Jones to arrange the piece for two violins and two cellos and in his own words: “Hopefully May and
Yasar will enjoy playing up in the stratosphere.” We all certainly did and enjoyed rehearsing together. Thank you
to Rachel Waltham for joining us with her expert cello playing, to Martin Gove for playing the Last Post and Reveille, and well done Shaysha!
Have a wonderful weekend! - Mrs Jaggard

DULCE ET DECORUM EST
Prep 6 led our Remembrance Assembly this week. Their theme was Wilfred Owen—we learned about his life, and
how he was evacuated in 1917 to Craiglockhart Hospital near Edinburgh after being diagnosed with shellshock.
He returned to the Western front in 1918, and was killed on 4 November 1918, just one week before the end of
the war. His parents learned of his death on Armistice Day. As they told his story, Prep 6 read excerpts from Owen’s war poems.
The Assembly presentation ended with a performance of Owen’s poem ‘Dulce et Decorum Est’ by Shaysha A, accompanied by Barber’s ‘Adagio for Strings’ arranged by Mr
Jones, and played by Yasar Z, Mrs Jaggard, May C and Mrs Waltham. Congratulations to
Prep 6 and Mr Smith for presenting such an informative and moving Assembly.

ART BUILDERS
Earlier this year, Spring Grove took part in the Art
Builders project run by Animate Arts, and we are
included in ‘The Recipe Book of Happiness’, produced by Animate Arts to celebrate all of the amazing energy and creativity from this year ! ‘The Recipe
Book of Happiness’ is a gorgeous, limited edition
book with pull-out recipe cards to make you feel
happy and inspire creativity. It's a fantastic resource
to have at home - a visual feast, packed full of ideas.
It also makes a lovely gift.
‘The Recipe Book of Happiness’ is available to purchase on the Art Builders website. All proceeds go
straight back into Art Builders so that they can make
more creativity happen in schools!
https://artbuilders.co.uk/shop/

WYE BOUNCY CASTLES
Bouncy Castle for children’s parties
12 x 15ft—fully insured
Free delivery and set up in Wye
For more information contact Rick Restell on
07717662292
wyebouncycastles@gmail.com

PREP 5 ENGLISH
Richard Brautigan was an American novelist and poet. He is know for ironic, often surreal works that contain dark
humour. He moved to San Francisco in the 1950s and was associated with the Beat Generation. Prep 5M analysed
his poem called ‘A Boat’ and they have written their own poem using only the words included in Branigan’s own
poem. It was a tricky task!

FOREST SCHOOL
Last Friday, with the ‘real’ Fireworks Night only hours away, Reception had a mini woodland version! On Monday,
Prep 4 made French arrows, inspired by George R who was taught to make them by his grandfather. There were
also swings, leaf collecting, much log splitting/sawing and toffee apples to finish.

IMMUNISATIONS
Do you have a child in Year R-6? The Immunisation team will be in school on 26/11/2021 to
give the FLU vaccinations. The online consent
portal is available online at https://
childconsent.co.uk/kchft/consent/search
Don’t forget to record your consent or refusal
for your child’s FLU vaccination before midnight
on 23/11/2021. Please use your child’s NHS
number or legal surname/date of birth/post
code to access the form.

NEWS FROM SCOTLAND!
Congratulations to Mr Jones who has recently been appointed
Director of Music at his local church in Linlithgow. As you can see
from the picture it is a very grand church. It is also a historic
place—Mary Queen of Scots was baptised there, and was born
next door in the palace.
It’s also a big week
for Mr and Mrs
Jones as they launch
a new website—
take a look!
www.jolmusic.co.uk

PREP 4 CASTLES
As part of their History work, Prep 4 worked in groups to design and create castles this week. Aarav S made his
own castle at home! Well done Aarav!

PREP 3 VIOLINS
Prep 3 have started to learn how to play the violin
and will be showcasing their new skills in the Carol
Service at the end of term!

EMILIA’S SONG
Emilie H-H wrote a song which she sang in assembly
on Monday. Rev’d Ravi and dog Huxley were both
very impressed!
Crisp, bitter wind
Cold midnight air
Leaves on the ground
Trees are all bare

Swallows have flown
(cross the) Oceans so deep
Hedgehogs bed down
(for their) Long winter’s sleep

Chorus
Cheeks are aglow
Fingers are numb
Autumn is here
Storms are to come

Chorus
Fiery Reds
Orange and gold
Colours prepare
(for the) White Winter cold.

POPPY COLOURING IN TEDDIES
This week the Teddies children have been doing some poppy colouring for Remembrance Day. They also made
some poppies before joining the Giraffes in the garden for a two minutes’ silence.

THEO MALLS—
MAGICIAN FOR
HIRE
Theo Mallalieu is an experienced, professional magician
who excels at close up card
magic. He has a wealth of experience, creating a
unique atmosphere that astounds and delights audiences; whether in a small setting or on stage, Theo’s
performance is unforgettable.
As a member of 4MG, a group of four young magicians, he reached the finals of ‘Britain’s Got Talent’
in 2019.
Perfect for weddings, parties and celebrations.
Happy to discuss requirements and adapt to specific
needs. Get in touch to learn about Theo’s availability
and rates.
07531 606330
theomallalieu@hotmail.co.uk

RECYCLE TO READ
SG are taking part in the 'Recycle to Read' initiative. The initiative is a ground-breaking
new Pod campaign that rewards schools for collecting unwanted plastic toys and tech for
recycling and reuse, in exchange for books.
Did you know?
•

Plastic toys and tech can be valuable for reuse and recycling but can have a negative impact on the environment if they are not disposed of correctly.

•

Over 318 million toys are sold in the UK every year, of which the majority are
manufactured from plastic or contain plastic components. However, there is currently limited infrastructure to collect and recycle plastic toys.

•

Currently a large amount of tech is either hoarded in homes or thrown out with
household waste. It is estimated households across the UK throw away 155,000
tonnes of small electricals every year – this would be worth an estimated £17
billion if reused or recycled!

For the first time, schools and households can now reuse and recycle tech and toys through Recycle to Read to
get books for their School from the scheme's partner, Collins.
Boxes have now been placed in the foyer (toys) and School office (tech). Please have a rummage around and donate your unwanted gear.

LAVENDER HARVEST
This week, Year 2 harvested the lavender at the front
of school.

INTER-HOUSE AND SCHOOLS’ CROSS-COUNTRY
After cancellation last year, it was wonderful to welcome ten schools to our Inter-House and Schools’ Cross Country event. With 385 children taking part, this was a wonderful community event. Many thanks to Mrs Langford for
the weeks of organization beforehand, and to all the volunteers and friends of the school who came to help on
the day. Huge congratulation to everyone in Preps 3-6 who took part and raced for their House—the House results will be available next week.
The weather conditions were perfect for cross country running, mild
and soft under foot. The first race of
the afternoon was the Year 3 & 4
girls. There was great excitement on
the start line and as the klaxon
sounded the girls sprinted to gain a
leading position. Next up was the Year 3 and 4 boys. This was the biggest line-up of the afternoon with 117 boys
battling for three medals. After lots of eying the competition up, the race got off to a blistering start with everyone charging, wanting to take top spot. The sight from the start was amazing. The 3rd race of the afternoon was
the Year 5 & 6 girls. Once again the girls were excited and raring to go. Like the previous two races, the start was
fast and competitive. The final race of the event was the Year 5 & 6 boys. As the race developed there was a clear
breakaway with several boys battling hard to claim the gold medal.
Spring Grove had a clutch of top 3 finishers as follows:
•
Willa L 2nd place, Year 3 Girls
•
Rosalind J 3rd place, Year 4 Girls
•
Eve H 2nd place, Year 5 Girls
•
Sanjay P 1st place, Year 5 Boys
•
Isobel J 1st place, Year 6 Girls
•
Harry O-R 1st place, Year 6 Boys

Mr Reed presented Tristan B and Harry O-R with medals won last weekend at Canterbury Rugby
Club for the U9
and U11 tournaments.

Congratulations to Samuel
P for taking
part in his firstever race—the
Givaudan virtual run organised by Ashford
AC. Well done
Samuel!

SG PTA
Minutes of the meeting held on 8 October 2021 are
available here.
Next meeting is on Thursday 18 November at
8.30am—all welcome.
Chair—Alex Clarke & Melanie Savory
Vice chair—Serena Loudon
Treasurer—Andrew Balch
Secretary—Lindsay Heasman-Hurst
Second-hand uniform—Danielle Vernes
Class reps
Teddies—Jasmine Healey & Helen Matheson-Pollock
Giraffes—Danielle Vernes & Chika Brown
Reception—Jasmine Healey
Year 1—Kerry Weatherall
Year 2—Emma Paine
Prep 3CL—Danielle Vernes & Chika Brown
Prep 3S—Laura Gentle & Catherine Horne
Prep 4D—Sophia Miller-Jones
Prep 4BJ—Amanda Amiss
Prep 5—Nathalie Battershill
Prep 6—Anneli Woolls & Tori Odell-Romanoff

DIARY
Monday 15 November—Friday 19 November
Lunch Week 1

Monday 15
Nov

Anti-Bullying Week
1.00pm Forest School (Prep 3)

Tuesday 16
Nov

1.00pm Forest School (Prep 5)

Wednesday
17 Nov

Dogs’ Trust - Assembly and Workshops
1.45pm SG U11 Girls’ Football Tournament

Thursday 18
Nov

2.15pm U9 Girls’ Tournament @ JKS (Birleys)
2.15pm Boys’ Football U9 v Lorenden (A)
4.45pm Informal Concert—Music Room
(Conrad/Dickens)

Friday 19 Nov Children in Need Dressing-up Day
Family Assembly—Prep 4BJ Children in Need
8.45am
1.00pm Forest School (Year 2)

Messenger advertising
If you would like to place an advert in the Messenger,
please email chair@sgpta.co.uk for costs and terms & conditions. £10 per half term; £5 for a one-off ad.

2. Austen 436
3. Conrad 413
4. Chaucer 396

CONGRATULATIONS
Awards
Austen: Angel D, Oriana C, Martin B, Teddy D, Freddie S,
Bavi P, Yasar Z
Chaucer: Felix C, Isabella W, Myra T
Conrad: Monty D, Willa L, Rosalind J
Dickens: Frederick F, Isabella M-J, Fraser F, Luca T, Hebe
T-S, Elis F-P, May C
Head’s Gold Star: May C
Lexia Level 4 Certificate: Oriana C

