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HAPPY CHRISTMAS FROM MRS JAGGARD
Well, we made it to the end of term and my thanks goes out to the fantastic Spring Grove Team for their
adaptiveness, innovativeness, resilience and creativity.
Tuesday was a busy day: there was an abundance of Christmas cheer as children and staff donned their
Christmas jumpers and enjoyed a range of fun activities. KS2 got to work rehearsing for their Carol Service
in its new venue, on the lawn, and Mr McHugh and his team got to work in the kitchen preparing the most
delicious Christmas feast. The Christmas band made a return to the Sunley Hall this year, entertaining the
troops throughout the fabulous lunch. We sang ‘We Wish You a Merry Christmas’ to the wonderful chefs to
show our appreciation for their superb efforts!
We enjoyed the most magical and moving KS2 Carol Service - the lighting was so amazing against the backdrop of the music room and we opened with ‘Snowflakes,’ performed by the Guitar Ensemble. Isabella S
sang the traditional ‘Once in Royal…’ solo and Prep 6 led the readings and prayers. Everyone performed brilliantly, it was a truly amazing event. Thank you to every member of staff and peripatetic instrumental teacher who played a part in making sure it was a truly memorable occasion. The Prep 6 composition, ‘Christmas
Has Arrived’ was really catchy and the chorus summed up how we all felt at the end of the service:
“Christmas cheer is now here, Christmas has arrived!”

Our final assembly on the lawn was a superb way of celebrating all of the efforts the children have made and
the many achievements accomplished. We have some incredibly talented children
(and staff), who never cease to amaze me with their drive and determination to be
the very best they can be. The past few days have been a challenge: it is at these
times when teamwork is most important. The Spring Grove family rallied, found a
safe way forward to make sure all could enjoy the end of term festivities.
Wishing the whole Spring Grove family a very happy and healthy Christmas and all
the very best for the New Year!
With very best wishes,
Spot the Christmas elf—
Therésa Jaggard
how many can you find?

CHARITIES REPORT
During the Autumn term we have raised money for a variety of charities
through dressing-up days, cake sales and collections at events such as the
Carol Service. Thank you to everyone who has donated so generously:
Jeans for Genes: £337.76
Porchlight: £421.10
Children in Need: £321.02
Save the Children: £241.20
Wye Church (50% of collection): £51.21
We also did a Poppy Collection for the British Legion and a Harvest Festival collection for the Ashford Food Bank.
We have more fund-raising projects planned
for next term.

PTA HAMPERS
Thank you to everyone who donated so generously to the PTA Christmas
hampers. The tickets were drawn on the Spin the Wheel’ app at Final Assembly with great excitement!
The best decorated hamper winner, chosen by Mrs Britton, was Prep 4
Hamper winners were:
Prep 6—Yasar Z
Prep 5—Lily W
Prep 4—Sophia MillerJones
Prep 3—Charlie B
Year 2—Liz Luckhurst
Reception—Amanda Allan
Giraffes—Emma Paine
Teddies—Lily E
Please pick your hamper up
from school if you haven’t
already done so.

Art Competition
for the Christmas Holidays
The Spring Grove Christmas Art Competition is now open for entries!
Over the holidays, we would love the children of Spring Grove to get creative and enter this competition.
The theme is ‘Winter.’
Entries must be submitted in A4 format and can be:


Art - paintings, drawings, mixed media, collage etc.

Photography

Poetry

What does winter mean to you? How does it make you feel?
Can you create a picture, take a photograph or compose a poem which represents winter?
This competition is open to all pupils of Spring Grove School.
Up to 3 entries per child in each category (art, photography, poetry) permitted.
Prizes awarded to the winners in each year group and the best in each category.
Entries must be in by Friday 7th January.
Please hand in to the School Office.
Ensure work is clearly labeled with the child's name and class, written on the reverse side.
All entries strictly to be children’s own, independent work, please!

FAREWELL TO MRS BRITTON
We said farewell to Mrs Britton at our Final
Assembly on Wednesday afternoon. Thank
you Mrs Britton for all your hard work in
the music department over the last year
and a bit, and we wish you all the very best
for the future. There is a lovely music report later on in the Messenger which shows
just how much has happened musically this
term in the classroom, in concerts and out
of school.

CHRISTMAS
LUNCH
Thank you to Mr
McHugh and our
wonderful kitchen
team for this year’s
Christmas lunch—it
was delicious! And
we loved singing
along to the
live band in
the corner—
thank you to
Mrs Jaggard,
Mr Reed and
Mr Dray.

OUTDOOR CAROLS AND FINAL ASSEMBLY
As Omicron hit and Covid cases rose, it became clear that we could not hold
our traditional final week events inside—so as the weather forecast was mild
and settled we moved both the Carol Service and Final Assembly on to the
front lawn. A huge thank you to the entire staff team who pulled together to
make the Carol Service such a magical occasion. At Final Assembly children
were presented with music certificates, Colours and Half Colours,
the Christmas Raffle was drawn
and the results for Jelly were announced—this term’s winner was
… Conrad!

WYE BOUNCY CASTLES
Bouncy Castles for children’s parties
16x14ft & 19x14ft—fully insured
Free delivery and set up in Wye
For more information contact Rick Restell on
07717662292
wyebouncycastles@gmail.com

SG’s Ecological efforts slowed down owing to the challenges of the pandemic but we returned in September eager to regain our momentum
and continue our efforts to innovate and further improve our ecological
footprint.
Two years ago we were very
proud to be awarded our Eco
Schools Green Flag Award.
Our primary focus this year is to ensure that we complete all the requirements to maintain this standard when our status comes up for
renewal in the Summer. We have already made much progress with
the forming of this year’s Eco Council and sending them off on their
first task to complete an eco audit around the School. We scored very
well on global citizenship, marine awareness, recycling and biodiversity but have a lot of work to do in regards to healthy eating, transport and energy saving. The children have come up with an Eco Action Plan for the rest of the
year. It contains a fantastic selection of ideas and initiatives for the next few
months - we look forward to unveiling it in full in the new year.
The Recycling Centre is still operating at a pace with particular need for batteries, crisp packets and broken plastic toys. The ‘Conserv-a-Tree’ plastic greenhouse project continues. Three of the walls are now complete and we have a
door. The only limiting factor is the lack of 2-litre bottles so please think of us
over the Christmas break!
On the theme of trees, it has been a busy couple of weeks on the School field. The first five fruit trees (2 apples,
2 plums and a pear) of the Class of ‘22’s’ ‘Putting the ‘Grove’ back into Spring Grove’ orchard project have been
planted by the bank. More varieties are expected in the new year. In addition, another 200 mixed saplings
were planted by Prep 4 to create a wildlife friendly hedge around the Eco Garden.
All of these new trees will require watering as the weather warms up and to provide this water, our latest project is a rainwater harvesting system to collect water from the roof of the new classrooms. Thanks to some very
large barrels donated by The Wooden Spoon Preserving Company in Wye, we will soon be completely selfsufficient and can irrigate at will!

THIS CHRISTMAS MAKE MR CURNOW MERRY!
PLEASE SAVE YOUR 2-LITRE DRINKS BOTTLES

FOREST SCHOOL REPORT
It has been a very busy year in the woods and it has been great to
get back into a rhythm after the disruption of lockdown. It has
also been fantastic to welcome Mrs Cracknell to the Forest School
family after recently completing her Level 3 training.
There has been the usual mix of play, craft, games, nature, stories
and tasty snacks (with the fully commissioned pizza oven being a
particular hit). However, this term, the children have been particularly industrious in helping to enhance the site. An awful lot of
dirt has been dug as new tractor tyres, stepping stones and a tyre
swing have been added to the available amenities.
We continue to try to reach out and share our Forest School experience with others. The site has had a steady stream of visitors,
observers and students including a party from East Peckham Primary in Tonbridge. We’ve also bid a fond farewell to Aden Jaques
who has been completing his Level 3 training in Prep 6 sessions
over the past year. We wish him well as he leaves us to
start his own Forest School at his school. Mr Curnow
has also been able to share his expertise with
‘Dandelion Time’, a charity based in Maidstone that
provides outdoor therapy for vulnerable children and
their families.
The year was beautifully rounded off with the inaugural
‘Carols in the Forest’ - a magical evening of songs, readings, flickering lanterns, mulled wine and mince pies.
Big thanks must go to the PTA for their vision and baking as well as Richard Dray for providing wonderful musical accompaniment on the accordion.
As ever, Forest School could not have happened without the support
from the parents, teachers and volunteers who give up their time each
week to make Forest School what it is. Many thanks to everyone who has
been involved.
Mr Curnow

MUSIC REPORT
It has been an exciting term in the Music Department, with more events lined up than was possible throughout the entirety of last year!
Reception class enjoyed their first steps in the music room with lots of action songs and some hilarious musical
guessing games involving percussion instruments and stuffed animals. Nobody minded that we started singing
Christmas carols in October in preparation for our Nativity. It was well worth it as they, along with Giraffes, put
on a great show.
Key Stage 1 also started Christmas songs early on, and particularly enjoyed coming up with actions to many of
them. We played some more advanced music games, training our inner ear and practising our listening skills.
We enjoyed pretending to be conductors of an orchestra, showing our classmates when to get louder, when to
get quieter, and when to stop.

In Prep 3 we focused on graphic scores this term, and they impressed me (and themselves!) by being able to
write down their own mini composition using symbols they created. Prep 4 enjoyed
studying Musicals and we had great fun rehearsing and performing an excerpt from
a musical. Prep 5's topic was Rock Music
and their task - of forming a group and
performing a rock song of their choice proved extremely popular. Prep 6's songwriting module culminated in them submitting an original Christmas carol, and we
enjoyed hearing the fantastic winning entry at the SG Carol Service.
Outside the classroom, we have enjoyed
two informal concerts comprising about
30 performers in each. The choir had the
fantastic experience of singing with the
PWRR Military Band in Canterbury Cathedral for their carol service. Both the Nursery and Key Stage 1 Nativities went without
a hitch (apart from some wayward Wise
Men at one point!) Despite a change of
venue and depleted numbers, the Carol
Service that the children worked so hard
towards went ahead on the front lawn well done to everyone who took part; it
was quite a magical evening.
My heartfelt thanks to everyone at SG for
the wonderful experience I have had here.
It has been the most wonderful place to
work thanks to a fantastic team of adults,
and the boundless enthusiasm the children show for Music.
Wishing you a wonderful Christmas and
every happiness for 2022.
Mrs Britton

FRENCH REPORT
It’s been a great start to the academic year in the French department. We started the term with our traditional French breakfast
where Prep 6 treated us to a great rendition of ‘On vous souhaite
tout le Bonheur du monde’. It was really nice to see so many parents
and children once again enjoying their croissants and pains au chocolat. In the latter part of the term, Prep 6 have also done a wonderful job of running our ever successful Café de l’école. Many thanks to
all parents for your on-going support with these events and to Mr
McHugh and the kitchen staff for their invaluable help.
Prep 3 have focused on revising greetings, numbers and months of
the year and enjoyed singing many songs, whilst Prep 4 have focused activities around the topic of space and the story of
Tintin ‘On a marché sur la Lune’.
In Prep 5, we have worked around the topic of food. The children created nice posters describing what they usually have
for breakfast and more recently they have created fabulous role plays on the theme of going to the market – Au marché.
Prep 6 have concentrated on describing people and their families. We have had fun playing games such as Happy Families
and Guess Who in French and creating presentations on fictional families.
In Key Stage 1, it has been an absolute pleasure to be met every week by Year 2’s unfailing enthusiasm for French. They
have particularly enjoyed singing ‘Bonjour’ by Alain Lelait and the French version of Jingle bells ‘Vive le Vent’. They have
also liked rapping to ‘Tu as quel âge?’, a song devised to help children say how old they are.
In Year 1 the children have started to interact with each other in French every lesson, greeting each other and asking each
other’s name. To link in with their literacy lesson, they have been learning fruit and days of the week through the French
version of ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’.
In Reception the children have also impressed me with their in singing of our colour and numbers songs.
Nursery children have enjoyed meeting our French characters: the puppet Jacques who greets
them at the beginning of every session and Nounours who sings a little song with them. They
have also learnt some colours, and how to count to 10.
Je vous souhaite un Joyeux Noël et une bonne année à venir.
Madame Leavey, Head of French

ART—AUTUMN TERM 2021
Art has been celebrated in many forms this term and the children of Spring Grove continue to surprise and bedazzle us
with their amazing attitudes towards art and their captivating creative skills!
Here is a selection of the wonderful work that the children have produced.

SPORTS REPORT
Girls’ sport
This term, the sport for the U9 and U11 girls has been really fantastic and absolutely amazing to get back to some normality. Matches are always something we look forward to.
We started the school year, playing hockey and winning lots of fixtures. The teachers have been amazing, encouraging us,
supporting us and coaching us. Without them we would be in a bit of a pickle but the players have also demonstrated
themselves beautifully this term. In many games I have been accompanied by outstanding sportswomen. Without them
the matches wouldn’t have gone so well.
Although there was thrilling hockey, the U11 girls also took part in
a football tournament! Every girl in Preps 5 & 6, along with some
support from a few Prep 4 girls played. I couldn’t have been more
proud as Sports Captain, when the Spring Grove Lionesses became
worthy champions and won the cup this year. The only disappointment for me was not being able to play alongside the girls due to
an injury.
This term has been incredible and I just can’t wait to play sports
next term.
Thank you to all the amazing teachers for allowing us to have fixtures and teaching us.
Merry Christmas and a prosperous 2022—take care and stay safe!
Lily E—Girls’ Sports Captain
Boys’ sport
The boys have all had a fantastic football season and have played a fixture almost every week. The majority of matches for
the U9s have been away—the simple reason for this is that Mr Curnow has a super sense of direction and can always find
the opposition schools! The boys have as always been very competitive and tried their best, and we have had some excellent results. Highlights for the U11s include getting to the final of our own tournament, and coming very close to winning
it, and for the U9s the level of participation that we have seen across the board. We have even had Remy from Year 2 playing some A team fixtures for the U9s, which is a great achievement for him personally. Also, this year we have had Lily in
Prep 6 playing alongside the boys in the U11 A football team. She has been inspirational in terms of her sport this year and
seems equally at home playing any of the sports on offer. She wants to play rugby for the school, which will be an historic
first as last year Isabelle D wanted to play but couldn't due to Covid. Yay Lily!
This year we have also had some rugby fixtures this side of Christmas for the U9s, which has been a steep learning curve.
Usually the U8s would have role models in the U9s, who would be a year ahead of them in terms of rugby exposure, but
due to not playing last year, we didn't have the older role models. The training fixtures for the U8s and U9s were very successful in many respects. We have quite a journey to go on, but there is huge potential with this group of younger boys.
The House football was a blast as usual. It pains me to say that Chaucer came last, but it is always lovely to see the older
boys taking warm-ups and control of their teams.
I am so happy that we managed to get past the changing barrier
that was present at the start of the year. The boys are on the
whole much quicker now and keen to get out and get on. Next
term is usually the coldest one, at least up to February half term,
so please make sure they have the clothes they need to wrap up
warm and play some rugby!
Happy Christmas one and all!
Mr Smith—Director of Sport

OUR TERM—TEDDIES
This term has been a busy one for Teddies. Not only have we welcomed lots of new children but
we have also welcomed some new staff as well. All of the children have settled in very well and
are enjoying exploring their new nursery.
Our topics this term have been family and Autumn. The children have loved having pictures of
their family up on the board and enjoyed telling their teachers about the people who are special
to them. We have also enjoyed going on our Autumn walks to collect leaves and conkers before
making our own hedgehogs and spiders! The Teddies also celebrated bonfire night by making our
own firework pictures and creating some breadstick sparklers to eat!
This term the Teddies have been working to strengthen their hand
and arm muscles through expressive mark making and our dough disco
sessions. We have also focused on our self help skills by learning to
put our shoes and waterproofs on independently!
We have had lots of fun doing some Christmas activities such as making footprint Reindeers and making Santa and his sleigh. Thank you also to the PTA for coming in to make Reindeer food with the Teddies
which they absolutely loved making. We have also had lots of fun at
our christmas party playing different games and singing our Father
Christmas song.
Thank you everyone for your support and thank you to the Teddies for
being amazing! Have a happy and safe Christmas and we will see you all
in the new year.
All our love, Miss Fisher, Mrs Cox, Mrs Mac, Miss Mukendi, Miss Williamson and Miss Richards
xx

OUR TERM—GIRAFFES
We have had a really super term getting to know each other in
the Giraffe class! It was with great excitement that we returned to school in September and discovered the new climbing
frame had arrived in the big garden.
We enjoyed Autumn and observed the changing colours both in
our garden, on a trip to Forest school and during an Autumn
walk. We have had great fun playing with piles of leaves and
sweeping them up again! Raspberries, beans and cucumbers were
harvested from the garden and enjoyed for tuck and extra
snacks! The beans were planted and we are still watching the
beanstalks grow.
We listened to lots of fairy tales during the first half of term
and enjoyed their phrases that repeated throughout. Such as who’s been eating my porridge or not by the hair of my chinny
chin chin…...we also learnt a song about Goldilocks! The big board
was turned into a scene with Billy goats gruff and little pigs on
the other side of the stream.
We came back after half term and looked at different celebrations. This included Diwali, Bonfire Night and Christmas. The
big board changed to a large 3D Christmas dinner with lots and
lots of Christmas puddings! A photo of the board appeared in
the Messenger one week. Lots of time was spent preparing for
the Nativity play and practising our songs. We hope everyone enjoyed it. Christmas craft activities were completed and these
were sent home at the end of term.

Overall we have helped the children recognise their names, hang
their coats, put on their own waterproofs, wellies and shoes
which leads to their independence. Some of the group have
started writing their own names, counting objects and recognising
numbers and shapes. We have been enriching their language
skills with activities, stories and songs.
It has been a really fun term, we hope you all have a happy
Christmas and a good holiday. We look forward to welcoming you
back next year in 2022.
Mrs Clarke, Mrs Newman, Miss Rall and Mrs Upchurch

OUR TERM—RECEPTION
What a fantastic first term the Reception children have
had. All the children settled better than we could have
hoped for and instantly made great friendships. What a
lovely class!
Our topics of ‘All About Me’ and ‘Terrific Tales’ have taken us on learning journeys covering our families, our bodies, healthy teeth, fairy tales and story maps.
A highlight for the class was bringing in photos
of themselves as babies, they had to guess
which baby was who and we talked about how
those individuals had changed in appearance
over the years.
Other highlights include Leo bringing in a wasp
nest from his Grandad's loft which we loved
investigating using magnifying glasses. We had
our first sessions of Forest School which have
been very exciting for everyone. We also performed our first Nativity, and it was amazing
to be able to perform all of the songs that we
had been learning over the weeks to our parents.
Our outdoor space has new additions, Mr Butcher kindly made us a table,
chairs, new plant beds and an amazing outdoor shop.
The class love the outdoor space that we have and have really enjoyed using the mud kitchen and making their own obstacle courses for their
friends.
We also went on a fantastic class trip to The Julie Rose Stadium where we took part in long jump, javelin and running.
We cannot wait for the Spring
term full of more exciting
learning and experiences.
Happy Christmas!
Mrs Cracknell and Mrs Wells

YEAR 1: OUR AUTUMN TERM
Fox Class have quickly settled back into 'normal'
school after a rather different year in Reception. Year 1 have worked really hard to write more
independently, working on sentence structure and
using their phonics to spell words correctly. In
Maths we have learnt about addition and subtraction, place value, number bonds and shape. We
have crowned two Maths symbol champs who will
be defending their titles next term.
The children really enjoyed discovering a 'Bog Baby' in our garden and learning about different animals' habitats in science. They also went on a successful butterfly hunt and learnt about insect
life cycles. We have loved watching the seasons
change from Autumn to Winter and had a some
exciting walks around the school grounds to spot all the changes happening.
They had a lovely day out at Kent Life where they were introduced to so many friendly animals
and enjoyed a tractor ride.
We have made some fantastic art pieces from Bog babies and self portraits, to poppies and Paddingtons! We hope you have been able to display some of the wonderful art at home!
Keep an eye our for dinosaurs roaming around SG next term as we get our teeth into our new topic
'Dinosaur Planet'!
Happy Christmas!—Miss Hodgetts
and Miss Coglan

THEO MALLS—
MAGICIAN FOR HIRE
Theo Mallalieu is an experienced, professional magician who excels at close up card magic. He has a wealth of experience, creating a unique atmosphere that astounds and
delights audiences; whether in a small setting or on stage, Theo’s performance is unforgettable.
As a member of 4MG, a group of four young magicians, he reached the finals of
‘Britain’s Got Talent’ in 2019.
Perfect for weddings, parties and celebrations.
Happy to discuss requirements and adapt to specific needs. Get in touch to learn about Theo’s availability
and rates. 07531 606330
theomallalieu@hotmail.co.uk theomalls.co.uk

YEAR 2: OUR AUTUMN TERM
The children have had a great start to Year 2, they
were all pleased to see their friends and be back in
the classroom. It has been a pleasure to welcome
Bloom, Evelyn, Sophie, Fraser and Ottillie to the
Spring Grove family - they have all settled in extremely well!
It has been fantastic for the children to resume
and be a part of many experiences that haven’t
been available recently, such as playing with other
year groups on the field, live assemblies and productions and a school trip to Canterbury Cathedral.
This side of school is so important and has been
sorely missed over the last couple of years.
The children have all been working hard in class. In
English and Maths we mix up the groups so that
they get the experience of both teachers. Within
topic based subjects we all come together to start
the lesson and then work in collaborative groups
through the lessons. This gives the children the
ability to feel the benefit of a large group input
and a small class at the same time!
Both classes produced amazing on-stage assemblies, showing off the vast array of acting talent in Year 2! 2dG showed us all why we
shouldn’t ‘Hog the Hedge’ and 2B displayed a
modern take on the Good Samaritan, with a
touch of Brunetti humour! Both assemblies
were warmly received by all who witnessed
them. The children thoroughly enjoyed performing in them. Thank you to Mrs Britton and
Mrs de Giles who led the excellent Nativity
performance towards the end of term.
We would like to add a special thanks to our
PTA reps who encouraged and produced the
wonderful Christmas Fayre - we all enjoyed
being back in that warm and jolly environment
again! Also their help making decorations and
many thanks for our Christmas hamper.
We would like to wish you all
a very happy Christmas and
New Year and we look forward to seeing you all in
2022!
Mrs de Giles, Mr Brunetti and
Mrs Bissonnette

AUTUMN TERM REPORT—PREP 3
At the beginning of term we welcomed lots of new people to the year group, Esme and Luca and Mr Peirce in
3S and Mr Clover, Mr Greening, Fraser and Livia in 3L. They have all settled in nicely, are a great addition to our
team and have made lots of new friends.
We started the year with a whole year
group assembly back on the stage in front
of an audience which made it extra special.
We chose the theme of ‘Kindness’ and finished off with a beautiful song by George
Ezra called ‘Count On Me’. We shared lots
of ideas about how to be kind to each other and all agree that small acts of kindness
can make such a difference to our lives.

An interesting trip to the Roman Museum
in Canterbury proved a great opportunity
to bring our history topic to life and get out
of school for the day, the children delighted in some gruesome facts and found out
how the Romans built straight roads with a groma. Outdoor study
opportunities have continued with Forest School and Beach
School and these have enriched learning and given the children
the chance to work together as a whole year group.
In English we have been reading poems by the author Roger
McGough and trying to write some of our own. In Maths we have
been learning our four and eight times tables. We have been trying really hard to improve and develop our core skills and all the
children are working to be more independent in their learning
across all areas of the curriculum and in their daily lives.
Out on the sports field the children have all said how much they
enjoy representing the school in competitive matches, they are
proud to play for Spring Grove, wearing the school colours and
pleased to meet children from other schools. The highlight is always the match tea and the introduction of chunky KitKats has
been a triumph from the catering team!
One of the most recent highlights for the
children was preparing for Christmas in
school, singing carols, making cards, learning a cool dance to accompany ‘Hosanna
Rock’, that Mr Clover taught us. We all had
lots of fun decorating our classrooms for
Christmas. One of the most popular activities was making metres and metres of paper chains to hang from the ceiling. We
think the results were very festive!
We wish you all a very Merry Christmas,
Mrs Saxby, Mr Clover and Mme Leavey

AUTUMN TERM REPORT—

PREP 4
You'd better watch out
You'd better not cry
You'd better not pout
I'm telling you why
Prep 4 elves are coming to town
We’re playing rugby
Playing hockey
Can’t do much more as the field is boggy

Prep 4 elves are coming to town
We paint Picasso portraits
We’ve built Motte and Bailey castles
We’ve worked hard on maths functions
So please send us some parcels

You'd better watch out
You'd better not cry
You'd better not pout
I'm telling you why
Prep 4 elves are coming to town
We’ve looked at weather and climate
We always want to compete
We love to perform and act on stage
So please send us a treat

You'd better watch out
You'd better not cry
You'd better not pout
I'm telling you why
Prep 4 elves are coming to town
Prep 4 elves are coming to town!
Mrs Brogan-Jones, Miss Drury, Mrs Hughes
and Mrs Borg

AUTUMN TERM REPORT—PREP 5
5M have worked hard all term. What an interesting and
enthusiastic bunch they are! They have thrown themselves into learning both inside and outside the classroom. From roasting coffee to popping popcorn, from
short stories to painting pine cones they have enjoyed
themselves and shown themselves to have a variety of
talents.
They have written some amazing poetry about a werewolf and interpreted a classic song about Sylvia’s mother. They made leaf lanterns in the forest and explored
the world through the eyes of famous female adventurers. They read novels and maps and solved a multitude of mathematical riddles.
Above all they did all these things with a wonderful sense of humour and real enthusiasm. They all deserve a
wonderful Christmas break and I can’t wait to see what they will achieve during the rest of the year.
Happy holidays:)
Mr Mal

AUTUMN TERM REPORT—PREP 6
Prep 6 are now totally settled in and enjoying the responsibilities of the prefect roles. They have had a fantastic term with a combination of hard academic work combined
with trips and visits to various places.
Early on we went to Chatham Ski Centre as a treat for the children’s work up to the Kent Test. Tobogganing and sitting in donuts riding down artificial ski slopes. What's not to like?? We
then visited Hawthorne Trench with Mr Curnow. This replaced
the French trip to Vimy that we used to go on, and although it is
not quite the same, it is very realistic and helps them visualise
the trenches in WW1.
The Hawthorne Trench trip helped us in the lead up to the Remembrance
Assembly, which was this year very special. It was one of the greatest compliments to the class when an ex-serviceman turned to me at the end of the
assembly and remarked that it was one of the most moving acts of remembrance that he'd been to, and then said simply, "Thank you". Simple yet incredibly powerful words for a poignant assembly performed beautifully by
everyone involved.
Recently we went to St Edmund’s to watch their Christmas show ‘Beauty
and the Beast’. It was lovely to see so many ex Springgrovians in the performance, and in particular Belle
played by Freya R who left us in 2015.
The Christmas Fayre was a great success and the children's stall raised a huge amount of money for the
chosen charity. It is a great lesson in life to work hard
entirely on behalf of someone else, but it is
often when we do this that we actually gain the most
from the experience.
There are many exciting things left for Prep 6 to look
forward to this year, culminating, of course, in their
residential trip near May half term. I don't have favourites, but this class is my favourite Prep 6 so far
this year!
Have a very
Merry Christmas, and a
Happy New
Year!
Mr Smith

SG PTA
Chair—Alex Clarke & Melanie Savory
Vice chair—Serena Loudon
Treasurer—Andrew Balch
Secretary—Lindsay Heasman-Hurst
Second-hand uniform—Danielle Vernes
Class reps
Teddies—Jasmine Healey & Helen Matheson-Pollock
Giraffes—Danielle Vernes & Laura Gentle
Reception—Jasmine Healey
Year 1—Kerry Weatherall
Year 2—Emma Paine
Prep 3CL—Danielle Vernes & Chika Brown
Prep 3S—Laura Gentle & Catherine Horne
Prep 4D—Sophia Miller-Jones
Prep 4BJ—Amanda Amiss
Prep 5—Nathalie Battershill
Prep 6—Anneli Woolls & Tori Odell-Romanoff

Messenger advertising
If you would like to place an advert in the Messenger,
please email chair@sgpta.co.uk for costs and terms & conditions. £10 per half term; £5 for a one-off ad.

CONGRATULATIONS
Awards

2. Chaucer 5897
3. Dickens 5842
4. Austen 5600

Austen: Bloom C, Samuel P, Harry T, Charlie B, Finn P,
Lexi M, Charlotte E
Chaucer: Jacob B, Lily W, Monty W, Henry G, Eve H,
Tamsin L, Shaysha A
Conrad: Soumya A, Willa L, Sophie B
Dickens: Lucille A, Otto T-S, Una C, Martha J, Fraser F,
Edward B, Emily P, May C, Isabella S
Head’s Bronze Star: Charlie B and Monty W
Bronze Challenge Awards: Pranav B, Poppy B, Isabella
S, Marcus B, Ferdie C, Lily E

Silver Challenge Award: Shaysha A
Full Colours
Cross Country—Isobel J
Music—May C & Yasar Z

2. Dickens 374
3. Conrad 361
4. Austen 334

Mr Reed congratulates Shayshya A on his selection for
the Under 11s Southern Spartans Cricket District Team

Full and Half Colours
Art—May C, Isabella S & Liberty W
Cross Country—Harry O-R & Sanjay P
Football—Pranav B, Ferdie C, Lily E, Lucas K, Harry O-R
Hockey—Lily E, Isobel J & Josie W
Half Colours
Art—Shaysha A, Pranav B, Poppy B, Ferdie C,
Annabelle D, Charlotte E, Isabella P-K & Josie W
Cross Country—Eve H & Sophie O’G
Eco—Poppy B, Eve H & Isla W
Football—Shaysha A, Marcus B, Zach M, Josie W,
Yazar Z, Rory B & Sanjay P
Hockey—May C, Isabella S, Tamsin L & Isabelle P
Music—Lily E, Harry O-R, Isabella P-K, Isabella S
& Liberty W
Service—Shaysha A, Poppy B, Lily E, Isabella P-K
& Josie W
Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music
Grade 1 Piano—Aarav S
Trinity College London Singing Awards
Grade 1 with Merit—Tamsin L
Grade 2 with Distinction—Willow A
Grade 2 with Merit—Emily P, Mariella C, Emily W
& Ophelia B

12 Elves for the 12 Days of Christmas!

