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MRS JAGGARD’S BLOG 
 
Welcome back and a very Happy New Year to you all!  It was lovely to welcome the children back on Wednesday; 
we started the new term with a super singing assembly led by Mr Dray, great fun!  Our family assembly today 
was a busy one: there were many achievements to celebrate and a fantastic new song to learn from ‘African 
Sanctus’ by David Fanshawe.  It was great to receive a message from one parent saying how much they enjoyed 
joining in with the singing.  
 
And finally… I love the fact that the Spring Grove children are so keen to come to my study and share things they 
are proud of.  Today, Tamsin L, Sophie B and Ophelia B (having written me a letter and booked an appointment) 
joined me to share a range of activities they have been getting up to in their spare time: poetry, cross-curricular 
learning (collated in a very large blue file) and so much more!  As a taster, I leave you with one of the poems: 

 
Wondering 

I wonder what it would be like, 
If I could fly high in the air? 

I wonder what it would be like, 
If I could live up there? 

 
I wonder what it would be like,  

If I could look down from the stars? 
I wonder what it would be like , 

If I could rocket up to Mars? 
 

I wonder what it would be like, 
If I could live under the sea? 

I wonder what it would be like, 
If a mermaid swam with me? 

 
I can do all the things I have said because those thoughts are all in my head. 

Ophelia B  
 
Have a wonderful weekend! - Mrs Jaggard 



 

 

HELLO FROM MR DRAY! 

Hello, and a very Happy New Year to you all, I am delighted to have been appointed 
as Director of Music at Spring Grove. 

Having previously helped out on an occasional basis, I know first-hand the warmth 
and friendliness of the school and the amazing achievements coming from every direc-
tion so it is a real privilege to be able to work with such a talented group of staff and 
pupils within the most universal of subjects—music. 

Let me tell you a little about myself. I graduated from Bir-
mingham Conservatoire in 1990 majoring in composition, 
piano and harpsichord but was always fascinated with 
acoustic stringed instruments such as mandolin, guitar, 
Celtic harp and violin. This led to a career as a  
multi-instrumentalist in performance, recording and 
broadcasting, utilising the diversity of the instruments I 
played with an eclectic mix of genres and the opportunity 
of performing with legendary figures such as Jools Hol-
land, Bob Geldof and Tony Coe and I seem to remember 
‘depping’ as the pianist in the band of a certain Bill Jones 
on a few occasions! 

I have experience in classical choral and orchestral music, 
jazz bands, folk bands and rock bands (from my youth!) 
and for many years have played in a ceilidh band, all of which (and more) I am super 
keen on pursuing for the musical life of Spring Grove. 

Alongside the performance aspect of music, I have always been involved as an educa-
tor, bringing the excitement and experience of the concert hall, studio and stage alive 
into the school classroom and theatre, working in primary, secondary and tertiary ed-
ucation for the last 30 years or so. 

I am now relishing the opportunity to focus my time and energies with this extraordi-
nary school where the music room will be ringing out with harmonious joy and learn-
ing, and the many musical performances will be an inspiration for all! 

I feel confident that I have the skillset and 
the vision to ensure a boundless and excit-
ing musical future at Spring Grove. please 
come and say hello and share your views 
and ideas on music—it will be my pleasure 
to meet you all. 

With kindest regards, 
Richard Dray BA(Hons) ABSM 
 

  
 



 

 

Art Competition  
 

The Spring Grove Christmas Art Competition is still open for entries! 
We would love the children of Spring Grove to get creative and enter this competition.  

The theme is ‘Winter.’  
 

Entries must be submitted in A4 format and can be: 
 

 Art - paintings, drawings, mixed media, collage etc. 
 Photography 

 Poetry 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
What does winter mean to you? How does it make you feel? 

 Can you create a picture, take a photograph or compose a poem which represents winter? 
 

This competition is open to all pupils of Spring Grove School. 
Up to 3 entries per child in each category (art, photography, poetry) permitted. 

Prizes awarded to the winners in each year group and the best in each category. 
 

NEW ENTRY DEADLINE Friday 14th January. 
Please hand in to the School Office. 

 Ensure work is clearly labeled with the child's name and class, written on the reverse side. 
All entries strictly to be children’s own, independent work, please! 

WYE BOUNCY  

CASTLES 

  
Bouncy Castles for children’s parties 

16x14ft & 19x14ft—fully insured 
Free delivery and set up in Wye 

 
For more information contact Rick Restell 

on 07717662292 
wyebouncycastles@gmail.com 

 
 



 

 

WHY WE LOVE FOREST SCHOOL! 
 

Prep 3 have created a wonderful display to celebrate everything they love about Forest School! 

 

   



 

 

NEWS FROM TEDDIES 

 
The Teddies children have settled back into the routine really well and have en-
joyed exploring the toys and doing some painting!  



 

 

WINTER POEM 
 

Edith in Reception class wrote this wonderful winter poem at home this week.  Well done Edith! 

RECYCLING REMINDER 
 

A reminder to keep bringing in your recycled 2-
litre bottles to help Mr Curnow complete the 
‘Conserv-a-Tree’ plastic greenhouse project. 

MUSIC ENSEMBLES 
 

An email has gone out to all families with children in 
Year 2 to Prep 6 with information about the music 
ensembles for this term. Please fill out the Google 

form on the email to enroll your children in: 
 

Choir - Monday 8.30 - 9am (during Form time) in the 
Sunley Hall;  

starting Monday 10 January  
 

Orchestra - Wednesday 8.50 - 9.30am (during Form 
time) in the Music Room;  

starting Wednesday 12 January  
 

Folk Band - Wednesday 12.30 - 1pm (lunchtime) in 
the Music Room;  

starting Wednesday 12 January  



 

 

CONGRATULATIONS  
Awards 

Austen: Olivia W, Yasar Z 
Chaucer: Thomas C-H 
Conrad: Rosalind J, Alice P, George R, Henry B, Isobel J 
Dickens: Beau H, Ferdie C 
 
Head’s Commendation: Remy B for representing the 
U9A Football last term 
 

  
Chair—Alex Clarke & Melanie Savory 

Vice chair—Serena Loudon 

Treasurer—Andrew Balch 

Secretary—Lindsay Heasman-Hurst 

Second-hand uniform—Danielle Vernes 

 
Class reps 
Teddies—Jasmine Healey & Helen Matheson-Pollock 

Giraffes—Danielle Vernes & Laura Gentle 
Reception—Jasmine Healey  
Year 1—Kerry Weatherall 
Year 2—Emma Paine 

Prep 3CL—Danielle Vernes & Chika Brown 
Prep 3S—Laura Gentle & Catherine Horne 

Prep 4D—Sophia Miller-Jones 

Prep 4BJ—Amanda Amiss 

Prep 5—Nathalie Battershill 
Prep 6—Anneli Woolls & Tori Odell-Romanoff 

 
 
Messenger advertising 
If you would like to place an advert in the Messenger, 
please email chair@sgpta.co.uk for costs and terms & con-
ditions. £10 per half term; £5 for a one-off ad. 
 

SG PTA 
DIARY 

Monday 10 —Friday 14 January  
Lunch Week 2 

KS1 and KS2 Clubs start 

Monday 10 
Jan 

Prep 3—Forest School 

Tuesday 11 
Jan 

Prep 5—Forest School 

Wednesday 
12 Jan 

2.15pm Boys’ Rugby U11 & U10 v St Faith’s 
(A) 

Thursday 13 
Jan 

2.15pm Boys’ Rugby U9 & U8 v St Faith’s (A) 
TTRS House Times Tables Competition—KS2 

Friday 14 Jan 8.45am Family Assembly—Prep 6S 
Year 1—Forest School 

2. Austen 235 
3. Dickens 219 
4. Chaucer 207 

mailto:chair@sgpta.co.uk


 

 


