
 

 

 
 
 

SG MESSENGER: Easter 2022, No. 26 www.springgroveschool.co.uk 

 HAPPY EASTER FROM MRS JAGGARD 
 

It was wonderful to make it back from isolation for the last day of term to witness enthused children, all ready 
to take part in a morning of rehearsals in readiness for the Easter Service. The last few weeks of term have 
been challenging, to say the least; my sincere thanks goes to Mr Reed and the team who kept everything run-
ning so incredibly smoothly whilst many staff were out of school. To anyone in the SG community who is still 
ill, I wish you all a speedy recovery.  
 
As I mentioned above, the Easter term was rounded off by a fantastic Easter Service, superbly led by Prep 6. 
We were joined by the Rev’d Ravi Holy, who has enjoyed attending our Monday singing assemblies over the 
past few weeks to rehearse with us. My thanks to Mr Smith for the work he did with Prep 6 preparing the 
readings and prayers—the children read really clearly and confidently. The standard and range of the music 
performed by the children was also excellent—thank you Mr Dray. A particularly special moment was hearing 
the beautiful voices of the School Choir singing—the quality of their singing tone was outstanding. The chil-
dren’s instrumental ensemble accompanied ‘Easter Jubilation’ and made everyone want to tap their feet to 
the catchy rhythm, ringing in the Easter holidays with sheer delight. 
 
Also at the end of term a sad note as we said goodbye to Mrs Peirce, our Bursar. I would like to thank Mrs 
Peirce for all she has done for this amazing school during 
her many years at Spring Grove. She should be incredibly 
proud of what she has accomplished and I would all like to 
thank her for her determination, drive, challenge and pro-
fessionalism - with a little humour thrown in for good 
measure. She will be very much missed and we wish her all 
the very best as she starts her new journey in the world of 
property development. 
 
I wish the whole Spring Grove community a restful, 
healthy and peaceful Easter break and I look forward to 
seeing you all at the beginning of next term for our next 
adventure!  
Mrs Jaggard  



 

 

SG VALUES 
 

The challenge was to create a display based around the SG values. Mrs Lee-
Browne was asked to decide on a winner… who do you think she chose?  

Answer: Mme Leavey’s 2Cl 
blossom tree 



 

 

KS1 FUN RUN 
 

After the cancellation the week before of the KS1 Fun Run it was lovely to be able to invite children from other 
schools to come and join the SG Years 1 and 2 on the last Monday of term to take part in four keenly contested 
races. On a cold but dry afternoon, over 200 children participated in the cross-country run around the Newill 
Field. A huge thank you to Mrs Langford for organising the event (twice!). Here’s her report of the event:  
 
With the unfortunate cancellation of the KS1 Fun Run on Monday 22nd, the children still took part in the House 
event. This was fantastic to watch and really showed how talented our youngsters are. Leading the way in the 
Year 1 girls race was Florence K. Felix C sprinted his way to victory in the Year 1 boys’ race. In the Year 2 races 
both Willow A and Angus M took top places. 
 
Take 2 on 28 March! We were very fortunate to reschedule the event with six other schools joining us for a lovely 
afternoon of running. Once again, Florence K was the top finisher. Joel K had a fantastic finish in the Year 1 race, 
earning an overall 3rd medal. Willow A and Bloom took 1st and 3rd  places respectively in the Year 2 race.  
 
I would like to praise Isobel J, Isabella S, Lily E, Harry O-R, Sanjay P, Shaysha A and Lucus K in their capacity as 
School Captains, Sports’ Captains and Malvern athletes the children were absolutely amazing. Every teacher from 
the other schools made comments about their polite manners and how helpful they were, walking the course with 
all the children, offering refreshments and presenting the medals. I felt extremely proud of each of them.  
 
Thank you to the parents and supporters for your encouragement throughout the term, it has been very much 
appreciated. I hope you all have a fantastic Easter holiday. 
Dee Langford  
 

 



 

 

DISPLAY OF THE WEEK 
 

Our last Display of the Week for the Spring term is Prep 4BJ’s ‘Gangsta Granny’ display.  

DIARY DATES FOR NEXT TERM 
 

Some dates for your diary for the Summer term: 
 

Start of term: Wednesday 20 April 
Bank Holiday Monday (no school): Monday 2 May 
SG Jubilee ‘Street Party’: Friday 13 May 
Head’s Breakfast EYFS: Tuesday 17 May 
Chateau trip (Prep 5 &6): Sunday 22—Friday 27 
May 
Head’s Breakfast KS1 & KS2: Tuesday 7 June 
SG PTA Party: Friday 10 June 
Sports Day Rec, KS1 & KS2: Saturday 25 June 
Summer Prom: Friday 1 July 
School Values Week: Monday 4—Friday 8 July 
(Sports Day Slip Date: Saturday 9 July) 
Final Assembly & Prizegiving: Wednesday 13 July 
End of term: Wednesday 13 July 
 
 

School diaries will be available as usual at the be-
ginning of term, and the calendar will also be avail-

able on the parent portal and school website. 

HOCKEY NEWS 
 
The annual Mini Tournament was held at Polo Farm, 
Canterbury last weekend, and a Mother’s Day morn-
ing in the drizzle was worth it! One team per club 
from Sevenoaks, Canterbury, Holcombe, Herne Bay & 
Knowle Park played for the Under 8s and Under 10s 
mixed hockey trophies. There was some brilliant de-
fending from Charlie B and great hockey from Jack B 
and Remy B from Spring Grove. A few draws, a loss 
and a win, 
resulted in 
Ashford 
coming 2nd 
in their cate-
gory.  



 

 

 
In a very busy term, the Eco Council have been working hard to deliver 
our new Eco Action Plan with the dual aim of improving the School Envi-
ronmental footprint and ensuring that we maintain our Green School 
Award when our status comes up for renewal in the summer. Some of 
this year’s ideas and initiatives have been delivered already (rainwater 
collection system, school orchard), some are a work in progress 
(recycled greenhouse, permanent bike 
shelter, litter collection improvements) 

and others will take significant time and effort (solar panels? electric charge 
point?). We’re also working together with Mr McHugh and the SLT to see what 
improvements can be made to the school menu to make it healthier and more sus-
tainable.  
 
We were particularly proud of Eco Prefect Liberty who, despite a 2-year pandemic 
related delay, conceived and spearheaded Wye’s first ever plastic-free week at the 
start of March. As well as collecting pledges to do more, the week raised aware-
ness around the community and encouraged everyone to make positive changes. 
 
The Recycling Centre is still operating at a pace with particular need for batteries, and broken plastic toys. We 
are very grateful for your help collecting empty crisp packets over the past three years. You have helped us 
raise funds for the Eco Fund and green charities through the Crisp Packet Recycling Scheme with TerraCycle and 
Walkers. The recycling landscape has thankfully changed for the better and today there are more than 3,500 
collection points at local supermarkets that accept crisp packets for recycling along with other types of flexible 
plastic. In light of this progress. As a result the SG Crisp Packet Recycling Scheme has been closed. If you wish to 
keep recycling your packets, you can take them to your nearest supermarket (including the Co-op in Wye) with 
a flexible plastic collection point.  
 
In conjunction with Forest School, there have been lots of additions to the SG estate to assist wildlife. As well as 
homes for bats, hedgehogs and kestrels some very attractive nestboxes were built by the children to mark Na-
tional Nestbox Week. The boxes are primarily suited to blue tits and robins but all feathery tenants will be wel-
comed! Five of the boxes make up the inaugural ‘Inter-House Nestbox Competition’ - and the race is on to see 
which House (or will it be the staff entry?) will house the first brood! 



 

 

 
The ‘Conserv-a-Tree’ plastic greenhouse project continues. Despite a rush on Soda Streams over Christmas the 
bottles keep trickling in. All four of the walls are now complete and in the summer term it will be time to literal-
ly raise the roof! Keep those 2 litre bottles coming….! 
 
On the theme of trees, the Class of ‘22‘s ‘Putting the Grove back into Spring Grove’ orchard project has contin-
ued apace. We now have a mixed orchard of 16 young trees made up of many varieties of apple, pear, cherry 
and plum with two more to come.  

As part of the project, we were recently visited by Mandy and Janette from the National Fruit Show Education 
Team who provided workshops for all of the KS2 classes. As well as learning all about growing fruit and the ben-
efits of a fruit rich diet, the children also sampled a number of fruit products and squeezed their own juice. To 
commemorate their visit, Mandy and Janette also planted their own  pear tree in the new orchard. 
All of these new trees will require watering as the weather warms up (up to 20 litres a week!) To provide this 
important irrigation in a sustainable way, we have created a new rainwater collection system that will capture 
the rain falling on the new classroom block. Made from recycled barrels from Wye's own Wooden Spoon Pre-
serving Company and surplus building materials from recent SG family, The Makins', house build, our 'Makin' 
Rain' system is capable of capturing and storing up to 880 litres. 

 
Our Eco work is not about the 
glory but it is always nice when 
our efforts are recognised. We 
have submitted entries in 
Pledge2WIN’s Pledge2Recycle 
initiative, Kent Wildlife Trust’s 

Wilder Kent Awards and Primary Awards for Green Education in Schools. 
We’ll await the results next term! 
 

Have a wonderful Easter break and continue to make those changes for a better and more sustainable future… 
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle! 



 

 

MUSIC REPORT 
 

It has been an exciting musical start to 2022 at Spring Grove with a revitalised orchestra and choir plus the all-
new folk band and ukulele groups. The SG orchestra has been working on a piece that I have written specifically 
for our diverse range of players entitled ‘Music Box’, the folk band have a toe-tapping medley of traditional Irish 
tunes and the choir have been revelling in the purest of harmony with their singing of rounds, not to mention 
everybody’s favourite warm-up, ‘Funky Chicken’! 

Furthermore, there have been whole school singing assem-
blies and themed class assemblies featuring colourful and 
skilled performances. We also have the resident house band 
with the mellifluous violin playing of Mrs Jaggard, the metrical 
Mr Reed and myself with our talented young guest musicians. 

Amidst the general musical buzz was of course the fabulous 
and vibrant production of ‘The Bee Musical’, with its string of 
catchy tunes becoming the perfect showcase for the enor-
mously talented Prep 3 and 4 ensemble to demonstrate their 
vocal prowess and tremendous acting abilities. 

When we’re not performing in the Sunley Hall we’re creating music with 
drums and tuned percussion back at music HQ, maybe learning about 
some rudiments of music theory, composing a silent film soundtrack, rap-
ping about dinosaurs or jigging and singing our way back to class behind 
some quirky instrument or other that I select from the musical treasure 
chest that is The Music Room’. 

It has been my first full term here at SG and I don’t know how I ever man-
aged without it! 

Thank you for the encouragement and what an absolute joy to oversee the 
many talents that make up our musical community and hopefully, to set 
them on an exciting and rewarding lifelong journey. 

Mr Dray, Director of Music 
 
 



 

 

ART REPORT 
 
Here’s what’s been happening this term (Art activities in Reception and 
Year 1 are included in their class reports).  
Year 2: In Year 2 we have been studying China as our Geography topic. 
This subject lends itself beautifully to art and exploring creative ideas. 
We have made 3D pandas, dragons and a terracotta army to name but a 
few things. These all involve using a wide variety of media and different 
skills. We spend the second half of the term looking at art in nature, our 
Andy Goldsworthy inspired work on the front lawn was not only great 
fun and team building, but we were all (justifiably) proud of our master-
pieces! We also started to learn sketching techniques and completed 
some lovely sketches of the front of the school and the flowers and 
trees around it.  
 
Prep 3: Prep 3 have completed two themed units of 
work this term - ‘The Arctic’ following some of their 
geographical studies and ‘Monsters.’ The ‘Arctic’ topic 
culminated in some fantastic ‘dioramas’ (art in a box) 
and the children also enjoyed drawing a variety of 
monsters and creating a Burger Box Monster.  
 
Prep 4: Prep 4 loved designing and making their 
‘Carnival Masks’ with 4D parading them during their 
Mardi Gras assembly. More recently, they have discov-
ered the craft of weaving and have set up their own 
card weaving looms to weave paper and card. The re-
sulting weavings are truly spectacular and there are 
some very advanced weavers amongst Prep 4! 
 
Prep 5: Prep 5 have been linking their art to their historical studies and their class reader ‘Who Let the Gods 
Out?’ by completing a unit on Ancient Greek Art. This included some sophisticated clay pot making. This half 
term, they have been assembling a rainforest collage, emulating the style of artist Henri Rousseau. 
 
Prep 6: At the beginning of the term, Prep 6 completed some studies of ‘People in Motion.’ They created images 
using a tracing technique and worked on linear and rotational patterns. They also enjoyed making silver foil 
sculptures. This half term, they have been looking at the work of Vincent Van Gogh and have experienced work-
ing in different media including charcoal and powder paint.  
 
A special mention for art endeavour this term goes to 
our prep 6 Art Prefects, Liberty and May (ably assisted 
by Isobel), who designed and painted the stage back-
drop for The Bee Musical. Thank you very much! 
Miss Drury 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 

FRENCH REPORT 
 

During the first half of this term, Prep 6 described famous people, creating amazing 
“Guess Who”presentations. The second half of the term was dedicated to studying a 
French short story: La sorcière du placard aux balais (The Witch in the Broom Cup-
board) by Pierre Gripari. 

I would also like to thank Prep 6 and in particular Belle D., our French prefect, for their 
invaluable help with setting up and running our ever successful Cafés de l’école.  

 

At the start of the term, Prep 5 have been writing long paragraphs describing their 
towns. I was truly amazed at the quality of the children’s writing as a lot of children 
produced their best written work yet. Lately, we have started to learn a French pop 
song in preparation for our trip to France. 

 Prep 4, the children have learnt to say where about they live and they have created 
wonderful paragraphs and posters describing their houses.  

Prep 3 have learnt to describe their outfits, using adjectives effectively creating an 
amazing display for the whole school to see. To keep in with their geography Arctic 
topic, they have also worked around the story of “La Reine des Neiges” (Frozen), intro-
ducing and describing the characters. Their hard work was rewarded with them watch-
ing the French version of the film.  

 

Form 2 have carried on singing various songs and done a lot of work on Numbers up to 
20, learning to read and write them accurately. 

 

As well as lots of singing and speaking and reinforcing colours and numbers to 20, Form 
1 have been working on naming farm animals and watched short little animations 
in  French. 

One of the highlights of the term for me was Reception performing the song “La famille 
doigts” to the whole school. They truly did a fantastic job, displaying their usual enthu-
siasm and lovely smiles. They have also particularly impressed me this term, with the 
way they have been greeting each other in French. 

Nursery children are getting more confident at greeting Jacques, our French Puppet, 
saying their names and singing the various songs. They have learnt to name transports and family members this term, as 
well as counting to 10. 

 

I cannot wait to see what next term brings and would like to wish you all a restful break. 

Joyeuses Pâques—

Madame Leavey 

 
 



 

 



 

 

FOREST SCHOOL REPORT 
 
The delivery of Forest School this term has 
been a challenge as we have had to navigate a 
packed diary, numerous meteorological events, 
broken minibuses and inevitable staff absences. 
Nevertheless, in the true SG way, we have re-
mained flexible and faced adversity with a smile 
on our face and a marshmallow in our hand! 
 
There has been the usual mix of play, craft, 
games, nature and stories but the campfire 

snacks have gone up a notch! The pizza oven continues to be a particular favourite but Mr Mal’s breadmaking 
and Mr C’s reflecting campfire oven have brought a touch of the Bake Off to the site. Numerous competitive 
rounds of ‘Hot Chocolate Dunk Chicken’ using the optimal speculoos or Nice (pronounced as in the Southern 
French city not as in the word for ‘pleasant or attractive’) biscuits have also brought both rivalry and laughter to 
the campfire. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
A few themes have crept into our sessions 
with bats, worms, birds, China, Anglo-Saxons 
and Italian cuisine all popping up at some 
point! We were also very lucky to welcome 
Mr Dray and his guitar to the site for an old 
school campfire singalong (which included a 
quartermaster’s store and some marching 
saints but was sadly lacking in any ‘Ging 
Gang Goolies’!). 
 
 



 

 

The children have con-
tinued to show their 
craftsmanship to pro-
duce craft, help wild-
life and enhance the 
site. All manner of 
products have come 
out of the outdoor 
workshop including 
boxes for hedgehogs, 
bats, blue tits, spar-

rows, robins and kestrels and a rather nice patio set made from an upcycled cable reel, ‘Stevenson’s Sofa’. At the 
end of term a ‘Forest School TV’ set appeared and work began on turning a fallen tree into the SG Platinum Jubi-
lee Maypole - watch this space! 

 
We also collected many tree seeds and have begun the stratification process in the hope 
that we can cultivate tree saplings in the Spring as part of our plan to grow our own trees 
and give back to the community and environment. 
 

We continue to try to reach out and share our 
Forest School experience with others. Appro-
priately for the end of Mental Health Week, 
Prep 6 travelled to West Farleigh to carry out 
some ‘community service’ at the headquar-
ters of Dandelion Time, a charity that pro-
vides family therapy to vulnerable children 
through craft and outdoor experiences. On a 
beautiful sunny day, the wood was cleared of 

old plastic rabbit guards, firewood was cut/split and willow was harvested to create a woven compost pen. After 
lunch, it was time to muck out, change bedding and, most importantly, pet the guinea pigs and donkeys. 
 
As we look forward to the Summer term, there are some exciting changes afoot as a change in Mr Curnow's work 
schedule has provided an exciting opportunity to further expand the current Forest School programme. Giraffes 
will be added to the timetable and the frequency of visits for Reception and KS1 will be increased to ensure that 
children from Reception to Prep 6 will visit the woods every two weeks. Given the limitations of last summer, 
there will also be the opportunity for all classes to get a day on the sand at Beach School. 
 
As ever, Forest School could not have happened without the support from the parents, teachers and volunteers 
who give up their time each week to make Forest School what it is. Many 
thanks to everyone who has been involved. 
 

Mr Curnow 
 



 

 

SPORTS REPORTS 
 
Sport has of course returned almost back to normal, and apart from 
match teas being scaled down in most other schools, you would 
barely know there had been a pandemic at all!! Spring Grove still 
provides all the trimmings of course, with the added and rather fa-
mous ‘Chunky’ KitKat! 
  
The boys have had a great time and have enjoyed two mini seasons 
within this term. Half of the time was spent playing rugby, and the 
other half was spent playing hockey. Mr Collie has been spending a 
huge amount of time helping the boys with extra hockey coaching at break and 
lunch times. The hockey was very successful with all of the boys having at least one 
opportunity to play for the school. The rugby was also enjoyed by the boys, with 
again all of the boys taking their opportunity to represent the school. In a first at 
Spring Grove it was great to see Lily E represent the U11A team in rugby as well. 
She made quite an impression in both of the matches she played.  
  
The girls have enjoyed the netball season and all of the teams have been successful 
in their own rights. There are some very talented girls coming through the school at 
the moment, and the future looks very bright for girls sports as well as the boys. 
  
We have held cross country events in school, brilliantly organised by Mrs Langford, 
and much like in the team sports, every individual has represented the school in 
cross country since the start of the school year. Three of our children represented the school at National level 
when they ran at Malvern. They all made us all very proud. 
  
Next term is cricket, and for the second year running, the majority of our matches are mixed boys and girls. This 
is both better for the training and also for the matches. We all hope you have a restful Easter and look forward 
to seeing you in the Summer term. Mr Smith 
 
Girls’ Sport 
It is always lovely to reflect on the girls’  sport and to be able to praise the girls for their brilliant efforts and de-
termination. The children have been taking part in various coaching sessions to help enhance their skills and 
fitness levels. This has been fun and I know the girls have enjoyed the variation and challenge of the lessons. As 
the term progressed, the girls made their mark on the netball court, having lots of successful results in both the 
U9s and U11s. Every girl has been able to represent the school and for some, having never played before, it has 
built up their confidence and given them the experience that will help them move forward and progress in oth-
er sports. 
 
Next term will be very exciting as the girls will be playing mixed cricket with the boys. The season will beaction-
packed with lots of fixtures. 
We can also look forward to 
some athletic competitions, 
one being hosted at school in 
June for the very first time. 
 
Well done girls. You’ve been 
amazing. 
Mrs Langford 
 
 
 



 

 

LAST CHANCE TO BOOK FOR  
CODE KIDS 

Don’t forget to book for the Code Kids club at 
Spring Grove on Monday 11 and Tuesday 12 

April. The camp is open to both SG and non SG 
pupils from Year 1 to 6, and it promises to be a 
fun couple of days of robotics, Lego and coding 

challenges!  

The link to book is 
here. 

CLEANERS NEEDED 

We’re looking for cleaners  
to work at SG 

 

Please contact Mrs Peirson  
for more information 

 

apeirson@springgroveschool.co.uk 

WYE BOUNCY  

CASTLES 

  
Bouncy Castles for children’s parties 
 
16x14ft & 19x14ft—fully insured 
 
Free delivery and set up in Wye 
 
 
For more information contact Rick 
Restell on 07717662292 
 
wyebouncycastles@gmail.com 

 

https://canterbury.codekids.org/product/wye-easter-holiday-drop-off-camp/
https://canterbury.codekids.org/product/wye-easter-holiday-drop-off-camp/


 

 

 
OUR TERM TEDDIES 

 
The Teddies children have had a very busy time this term 
and we have welcomed lots of new children into the class!  
 
The children started of with a Winter topic, where they 
created their own Winter tree and polar bears as well as 
helping to decorate their own igloo! They also looked at ani-
mals, starting with pets where they shared pictures and 
spoke about the animals they have at home allowing the chil-
dren to explore new vocabulary and talk to their friends 
about their home experiences. 
  
We have also been concentrating on shapes this term and 
the children have enjoyed making some shape pictures and 
have enjoyed looking for shapes in the environment as well 
as learning the shape songs! The children have also been de-
veloping their social skills through turn-taking games and 
through their imaginative role play where they have espe-
cially enjoyed wearing clippy-cloppy shoes!  
  
Recently the children have been learning about Spring and 
have been very excited to go for a walk to see the lambs in 
the fields as well as exploring the big field and climbing on 
the play equipment there! They have also enjoyed talking 
about their Mummies for Mother’s Day and going on a PTA 
Easter egg hunt!  
  
Thank you again for all your support! We hope you have a 
safe and restful Easter and we look forward to seeing you 
after the holidays! 
  
Miss Fisher, Mrs Cox, Mrs Mac, Miss Appleby,  
Miss Mukendi, Miss Richards and Miss Williamson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
OUR TERM—GIRAFFES 

 

What a busy term we have had - we set-
tled back quickly after Christmas and 
welcomed Archie as a new member of 
the Giraffe class.  We learnt about Win-
ter as our Topic.  We became very good 
at putting our waterproofs, wellies and 
hats and gloves on by ourselves!  We cel-
ebrated Chinese New Year by making 
lanterns and learnt some facts about Gi-
raffes.   We have also looked at Farm 
Animals and are looking forward to our 
re-arranged trip to the Rare Breeds next term.   
 
We have noticed signs of Spring with great excitement on a walk 
around the school grounds and have had an Easter egg hunt in our 
garden.  We have continued to build on our counting skills, sequenc-
ing numbers and recognising numbers.  We have also been thinking 
about syllables in words and sentences and have had great fun with 
rhyming words through stories, games and songs.  We are also get-
ting very quick at recognising our name and hearing the beginning 
sound in it.  We are practising our cutting skills, table manners, 
sharing and taking turns. 
 
Sadly we have said goodbye to George 
and Miss Rall this term and we wish 
them all the best in their futures!  We 
would like to wish you a very happy 
Easter and look forward to seeing you 
all again after the holidays. 
 
Mrs Clarke, Mrs Newman,  
Mrs Upchurch 



 

 

OUR TERM—RECEPTION 
 

The children in Reception have had another busy term, making fantastic 
progress in all areas. We are so impressed with how hard they have 
worked.  
  
In Maths we have focused on numbers 1-10, the composition of and the 
number bonds that make up these numbers. Throughout the term we 
have practised our subitising of numbers, developing our quick recogni-
tion of amounts.  
  
In Literacy we have read lots of stories that tie in with our topics, and 
we have explored some of these stories using story maps, changing the 
characters and ending of the stories. In Phonics 
we have come to the end of Phase 3, recognising 
and applying a range of digraphs and some tri-
graphs. During the last few weeks we worked on 
reading longer words and how to ‘chunk up’ these 
words to make it easier for us to read and write 
them. We are also beginning to think of and 
write sentences independently.  
  
Our topics of ‘Amazing animals’ and ‘Growth and 
Change’ have given us lots of opportunities to 
explore our amazing school environment ranging 
from tree rubbing to using the zebra crossing to 
practise being safe pedestrians.  
 
In February we learnt about Shrove Tuesday and decorated 
our own pancakes before eating them! In March we had a visit 
from ZooLabs who brought in lots of animals for us to see. We 
have also planted sunflowers, tomatoes, beans, lettuce and 
sweetcorn which we hope to plant outside in our garden.  
  
Forest School has offered us lots of opportunities to learn 
about the British wildlife, we made bird houses, a hedgehog 
house and have eaten lots of delicious food using the fire and 
the firepit.  
  
We ended the school term with a wonderful Easter Egg hunt on the front lawn and a visit from the 
Easter bunny!  
  
Have a wonderful Easter break, we can’t wait 
for the fun to continue in the summer term. 
  
Mrs Cracknell and Mrs Wells 



 

 

YEAR 1: OUR SPRING TERM  
 

We have had a fantastic Spring Term in Year 1, and enjoyed two won-
derful topics - Dinosaur Planet and Paws, Claws and Whiskers.  
  
During our first topic, Dinosaur Planet, we hunted for fossils and 
found a dinosaur egg, which hatched in our classroom and ran away! 
We had to make 'LOST DINOSAUR' posters to try and locate it, but 
Mr Restell saw it running out of the Newill field. We loved reading 
the story about Dinosaurs that loved underpants, and thought about 
how Tyrannasurus Drip felt. We practised our improving typing skills 
to research interesting dinosaur facts and used them to make our own 
information books in English.  
 
Year 1 performed '5 Little Dinosaurs' brilliantly for the po-
etry competition and came in joint first place. 
  
For our Paws, Claws and Whiskers topic, we wrote our own 
versions of ‘The Tiger Who Came to Tea'; Alasdair's book 
was called 'The Lion Who Came to Brunch' and Isadora's sto-
ry was called 'The Cloud Leopard Who Came to Supper'. We 
read about how lions and other animals survive in the Savan-
nah and wrote Fact Files about a lion’s diet and habitat.  
 
We had an amazing day at Port Lympne and saw so many won-
derful animals. Felix liked seeing the Fishing Cat, and Joel's 
favourite was the cheetah. All of the children enjoyed play-
ing in the dinosaur playground, and we counted 132 dinosaur 
models! 
  
In Maths we are continuing to use number bonds to 10 and 
20, as well as familiar fact families to solve addition and sub-
traction sentences quickly. We have also been measuring 
height, length, weight and capacity, which helped us to weigh 
out ingredients for our cupcakes. We also brought in our fa-
vourite cuddlies and found out how much they weighed. 
  
In RE we learnt about the origins of Buddhism, and why Bud-
dha is such an important figure. We also looked at the Easter 
story and learned why it is so meaningful to Christians. 
  
We have been very busy in art, and used a huge range of media, using 
water colours, crayons, poster paints and making paper collages. We 
are getting better at following instructions independently and creat-
ing interesting pieces of work. Akshayan's favourite lesson was mak-
ing 3D paper tea cups for our 'Tiger Who Came to Tea' display. 
  
After Easter we will start our new topic - Moon Zoom! 
Miss Hodgetts and Miss Coglan 



 

 

YEAR 2: OUR SPRING TERM  
 
The end of another busy term in Year 2—we have worked hard and played hard and how that time 
has flown! We started the term off by welcoming Freddie into our group, and what a wonderful 
addition he is too! 
 
In Geography the children started to learn about China. They discovered that it is an amazing 
country with a wealth of culture and fascinating facts to learn. The Chinese invented many things
-compasses, fireworks and one of the most important, we felt, was a version of ice cream so obvi-
ously we had to make some sorbet. Geography lessons can be tough!  
 
Our outing this term was to the Imperial Chinese restaurant in Ashford. They looked after us 
beautifully and the food was delicious. Many of the children who are not keen on trying new foods 
were quite adventurous with what was on offer! 
 
The History topic was about Kings and Queens. We loved learning about some of our more notori-
ous and well known monarchs. The children were amazed at some habits that have thankfully be-
come unfashionable - black teeth, head removing, religion changing, shoe throwing to name but a 
few antics! Can you guess who we were learning about? A few more clues, one had nine children 
and another none, one had six wives and another did not marry! Variety is the spice of life and 
makes for interesting learning. 
 
Both classes did an assembly and we all thoroughly enjoyed doing it. It is always lovely to see how 
the children slowly develop their confi-
dence, acting skills and ability to project 
their voices through these activities. 
There is something for all in the prepa-
ration for these and drama is an im-
portant aspect of the English curricu-
lum. 
 
A very happy Easter to you all! 
Mr Brunetti and Mrs de Giles 



 

 

SPRING TERM REPORT—PREP 3 

 
Despite the continuing disrup-
tion caused by Covid we have 
had a busy and productive 
term, making time to work and 
play. In the classroom the chil-
dren have been working hard 
and shown an interest in a vari-
ety of topics ranging from An-
glo-Saxons to Polar Regions. 
 
We enjoyed collaborating to-
gether as a team at the begin-
ning of term to produce a fun 
Valentine themed assembly. The 
children displayed some emerging 
acting skills and talked about the 
school values of care and compas-
sion.  Mr Dray taught us to sing the 
catchy Beatles song ’All you Need is 
Love’ and we proved that this is true. 
We also explored the idea that it is 
important to look after yourself and 
show yourself some care and com-
passion. 
 
A real highlight of the term and an-
other chance to dress up and per-
form was the Bee Musical. The children in Prep 3 thoroughly enjoyed rehearsing and performing alongside Prep 
4 to put on this spectacular musical with a very important environmental message. The tunes were really catchy 
and we are still singing the songs in our heads! 
 
Many of the children have been selected to represent the school and their houses, in rugby and netball match-
es in the past few weeks and we can see their confidence building as they develop their skills and learn to work 
as a team.  
 
Finally, the year group have benefitted from 
getting out and about, including visits to 
the  Forest School site where they built 
wattle and daub walls in the style of the An-
glo Saxons. When the minibus was broken, 
we walked to Perry Court Farm to visit the 
donkeys and have a healthy snack. The 
beautiful sunshine over the last two weeks 
of term really lifted everyone’s spirits, ena-
bling us to make the most of our beautiful 
school grounds. 
 
Wishing you all a happy and healthy Easter 
break. 
Mrs Saxby, Mr Clover and Mme Leavey 
 
 



 

 

SPRING TERM REPORT—PREP 4 

 
Wow! What a busy Spring term we’ve had in Prep 4! What have been your best moments? Has anything funny 
happened? Have you been inspired? What has been your most memorable lesson? What have you enjoyed the 
most? What have you learnt? Who would you like to thank? 
Miss Drury and Mrs Brogan-Jones 
 

Nathaniel: I enjoyed making pizza and making musical instruments. It was fun. 

Freddie: I loved making the sofa with Mr Curnow in Forest School.  

Elliot: Boys’ rugby was my favourite sport we did and the first sport in which we won games. The last game we 
played all of the boys were playing and Teddy scored the second try that got us the win. 

Oliver: The boys have had some amazing fix-
tures. The last was definitely the best we won 
20 - 19 against King’s.  

Rosalind: On Monday all of the cross-country 
runners went to Ashford Prep to run a cross-
country race that was 1.1k. It was really fun and 
very muddy!! We all got good positions and I 
think everyone would like to go next year!  

Emily: We had so much fun with the Mardi Gras 
mask making  and in dance practising our crazy 
poppy dance. As well as learning about all the 
celebrations we also learnt about Lent when 
Christians remember Jesus going into the wilderness and celebrate by fasting for 40 days. Congrats to Elliot for 
giving up sweets and chocolate and fasting for 40 days.Thanks to Miss Drury for organising the whole thing and 
Mr Clover for teaching us our dance.  

Eryn: We were busy up in the Art Room making our Mardi Gras masks. I really enjoyed it. It was very fun! We 
had all sorts to put on them - pom poms and pipe cleaners and stuff. I'd like to say thank you to Miss Drury for 
teaching us Art.  

Abygaëlle: We did the weaving with a lot of bright coloured card strips and we did some special ones. We did 
that on black card and the end was very nice.  

Rosalind: Every house had an informal concert this term. It is a chance for 
all year groups to perform a piece on an instrument or sing a song. It is 
always fun and everybody enjoys them. 
 
Grace: My favourite bit this term in Year 4 was going to see Gangsta Gran-
ny in Tunbridge Wells. It was AMAZING!! They were all brilliant actors and 
we had a lovely packed lunch from Mr McHugh. Although we got the min-
ibus stuck on our way home and we were there for at least 2 hours! All 
the teachers were pushing the minibus to get it started and then all the 
boys helped. Eventually we got it out but with a big truck to pull it out of 
the grass. I would like to say thank you to all the teachers for a lovely day 
and getting us home safely.  

 



 

 

 

Alice: My favourite thing this term was The Bee Musical. I loved 
acting and shouting, it made me feel very happy and confident. I 
really liked the dancing and the face paint. The songs were all very 
cheerful, thanks to Mr Dray and all the other amazing teachers for 
helping put the show together.   
 
Myra: The Bee Musical was fantastic. Everyone had an amazing 
time. When we were on stage we had butterflies in our tummies, 
but couldn’t wait to perform. It made me feel more confident on 
stage. We had costumes, face paints and props. We had our 
packed tea waiting for us before our evening performance. I en-
joyed everything in The Bee Musical, including the songs and re-
hearsals to make the show spectacular!  
 
Tristan: In The Bee Musical I really enjoyed having a lovely solo, quite literally a ‘love-ly’ solo that was really fun-
ny. Everybody liked my brilliant solo and the bit when I said, “With my name all over it.” was just a cherry on top 
and I was always acting away and smiling all the time. My goal was to make tons of people laugh which kinda 
happened. I wasn’t nervous as well which made it a lot easier.  
 
Bella: I loved the visit from Lisa Jenkins. It was great. Everyone got to hold honeycomb. There was even a picture 
of me, Beau, Lexi and Rosalind on the 4BJ door. We had the best time!!! We even got the happiness of giving 
Lisa a bee mug!!! We all got bee stickers and I hope she comes back soon!!!  
 
Ella: My favourite thing in this term was the Easter hunt. Why you ask? - because it was so fun and you got choc-
olate. I was looking and found a laminated egg picture and I didn’t know you were allowed more than one. I saw 
four but didn't know so at the end I got two. At the end everyone was happy and then we went back to the 

classroom to put our eggs in 
our bag and it was time to 
party. I can't wait for next 
year!  
 
George: Boy’s rugby was the 
first thing we ever won. The 
first contact game we ever 
played we won and I scored 
5 tries and the score was 17
-16  to SG. The opponent 
was Ashford who we had 
never beaten before. The 
funniest part was when I 
tried to tackle someone but 
I missed and flew off the 
side of the pitch.  

 
Emilia: I loved the Easter egg hunt because we were running around and letting out shrieks of laughter. We had 
to shout ‘Carrots!’ in order to get the Easter Bunny to come out and we ran around looking for eggs to ex-
change. I could not find any so Lexi let me borrow one of hers.  
 
Hebe: On Open Morning I found out that I had my two favourite lessons: music and art! I had Mrs Desmet for 
art and Mr Dray for music. In art someone started to say something about cracks and we all giggled. Next I was 
in music. I played the drums and some other instruments. I also learned that my mum is a drummer and that 
she's been hiding it all along. I can't wait for next term at Spring Grove! 
 
 



 

 

 
Edward: I really loved performing in this musical and loved all 
of the songs. I also thought the Drones were great! The cos-
tumes and face paints really made it look amazing. I think all 
the parents really liked it and we got a big round of applause 
at the end. I would like to thank Miss Drury and Mrs Brogan-
Jones for all their hard work in putting the show together.  
 
Teddy: I enjoyed rugby because I had to hustle with the dan-
ger man and I scored a lot of tries and I nearly liked it as much 
as football and I love football !!! I'm looking forward to play-
ing next season.  
 
Jenson: I enjoyed rugby because I scored lots of tries because I’m quick and strong. I like lots of sports and I got 
chosen for lots of the fixtures and we won lots of our rugby matches and I really enjoyed the match teas. 
 
Noah: I really enjoyed the house boys rugby competition because there were points and every time I scored a 
try, because I was worth three points, I got three points for our house, Conrad. 
The Year sixes were worth 1 point, the Year fives were worth 1 or 2 points, the Year fours were worth 2 or 3 
points, the Year threes were worth 4 points. It was very exciting and fortunately, it was a very sunny day. 
Conrad was 4th with 6 points; Dickens were 3rd with 7 points; Austen were 2nd with 9 points; Chaucer was 1st 
with 12 points. Thanks for Mr. Smith and Mr Collie for coaching us and working hard to get the scores. 
 
Lexi: House hockey has been the best. Dickens lost 1 game, Chaucer lost every game (sad times), Conrad lost 3 
games and Austen won every game. So the ending score was……in 4th place was Chaucer. In 3rd was Conrad. In 
second place was Dickens and last but not least in 1st was Austen.  
 
Bella: Girls’ netball is the best. We had lots of fun and normally won!! It's very interesting and enjoyable. I am 
pretty sure all the girls like it! We have loads of positions. And so many people to play against its amazing!! Mrs 
Langford, Mrs Brogan-Jones and Mrs Drury teach it great, it's so fun. The under 9 A team even got to play 
against the under 11 A team, We obviously lost but it was still great fun!! It’s the BEST!!  
 
Beau: I enjoyed playing in the under 11’s netball match and being a shooter I scored lots of goals for Dickens 
YAY! It was really fun and Dickens won in the end but we had to work really hard but now it is cricket season. It 
was a really good season.  
 
Thea: I went to Ashford Prep School with Lexi, Rosiland, Harry etc etc. It was amazing, it was 1.1k it was really 
really fun, the U9 girls were first. There was a very muddy hill and I ran up it and then  I fell back down, but it 
was still good. I came 18th and we got Kit Kats. Harry, my brother, came 3rd in the U11 boys. It was amazing. I 
can't wait for next year's cross country race.  
 
Zara: I enjoyed house netball. I played a bit of goal keeper and 
I played centre for most of the match. First we played Dickens 
and we won then we played Austen and we won then we 
played Chaucer and we won yes so over all Conrad won the 
girls house netball. It was so fun and it was very sunny and 
great weather. Me and Thea did a Centre belly bump before 
the game and it gave us good luck!  
 
Lottie: I enjoyed house netball because I played shooter. I 
managed to score one goal and Chaucer ended up coming 3rd. 
I had lots of fun. 



 

 

SPRING TERM REPORT—PREP 5 
 

It has been a busy and exciting term for 5M, who have worked hard and played hard. They are an enthusiastic, 
knowledgeable and energetic group of children who have been a pleasure to teach.  
Mr Mallalieu 
 
Here are some of the things they said: 
“This term in history we have been learning about Ancient Greeks. We had a Greek 
day where we dressed up as ancient Greeks and acted like Ancient Greeks. We did 
ornithomancy, drama, made bas (say: bar) relief and created a procession. It was 
really fun and really interesting. We have also learned about how the Olympics 
started and where it happened.” (Quinn)  
 
“This term in art we crafted Greek pottery. It was a tricky task but our final result 
was better than we thought it would be. Next, we cut out black cards and made 
Greek vases but luckily there were no naked people. Finally, we did our rainforest 
collages, where we drew tigers and used different materials and shapes to make a 
rainforest.” (Sophie B)     
 
“On one of our school trips we went to Dover Museum and saw the world's oldest 
boat discovered. It was wooden and 3,600 years old . It measured  12m  and was 
found in Dover. We also made clay Zeus’s and felt Greek pottery, guessing which 
one was real.” (Charlie) 
 
“In Forest School we have been exploring the forest learning new skills from Mr 
Curnow and eating delicious food like pancakes, smores biscuits and lots more.The 
skills have come in useful like knots and some cool activities.” (Rory B)  
 
“This term in sports we have played many matches. The boys played contact rugby 
and hockey. I have really enjoyed playing with everyone and having fun playing against other schools. In house 
rugby Conrad came 4th, Dickins came 3rd, Austen came 2nd and Chaucer came 1st.” (Sanjay)  
 
“This term the girls have been working towards getting better at netball and most of the girls have come out with 
beaming smiles on their faces. I have thoroughly enjoyed having fixtures against other schools and following our 
school motto ‘Always do your best’! So I want to give a huge thank you to Miss Brogan-Jones and Mrs Langford 
for being brilliant and enthusiastic coaches!” (Tamsin) 
 
“In English I have enjoyed writing arguments about whether students should be allowed to have phones in pri-
mary school and writing diary entries for Elliot, a character from our class reading book (‘Who Let the Gods Out’). 
I loved travel writing, where we wrote about pictures we were given and places we had been. I also liked writing 
the poem ‘Lady Summer’and so far I have enjoyed learning the poem ‘Under Milk Wood’ by Dylan Tomas. I have 
loved English this term and have learnt a lot.” (Sophie 
O’G) 
 
“In School this term I have really enjoyed literacy and 
have learned a lot. I particularly loved coming back 
after half term and doing a creative writing piece on 
our travels over the  short break from school. We 
learnt  how to write in a conversational style and to 
write it so the reader was living vicariously through 
our writing.  It was really fun and the pieces that we 
wrote are up on a board so everyone can read other 
people’s writing.” (Ophelia ) 
 



 

 

“In Maths we did some really exciting stuff. I found it really fun. My favourite part in Maths was learning deci-
mals, fractions and percentages it was really enjoyable…” (Elis) 
 
“I have loved doing dance because we have got to learn new dance moves and routines.” (Isla) 
 
 “Music has been a highlight of the term, with Mr Dray making every lesson fun. We have really enjoyed learning 
‘Here Comes the Sun’ by the Beatles as an Easter song for the service.” (Polly) 
 
“Mr Dray has made it really fun to join (because I joined last term). We have learnt ‘Here comes the sun’ it's real-
ly fun.” (Rose) 
 
“This term in geography we have been learning about weather and climate. We have been deciding the positive 
and negative impacts of weather and how it affects us. We have also been discussing the difference between 
weather and climate. It has been very interesting.” (Quinn)                                                                                                  
 
“I have loved doing Art club because it teaches you loads of different art 
skills.” (Isla)  
 
“Handball club has been really fun this term, with Mr Smith and Mr Pierce 
teaching us. Next term it will be a swimming club, but handball will be 
back next year and I would recommend it to others. Cricket club has been 
fun with Mr Brunetti and Mr Collie doing it and now starting to play hard-
ball. Latin club has been really fun with Mr Mal teaching us.” (Andrew) 
   
“Clubs have been really fun from Monday to Friday. I do a club every day 
and every teacher has made it the best it can be.” (Emily) 
 
“I really enjoyed 11+ club because Mr Mal and Mr Reed made it really fun and enjoyable and it didn’t feel like it 
was an hour it feels like 5 minutes and I find that really nice.” Elis) 
 
“RE was really exciting this term as we got to learn all about the story of Moses. I have liked RE because it's ex-
citing and I especially like the story of Moses.” (Isla)   
 
“In science we started by learning about plants, we learnt the parts of a flower. After we had finished plants we 
did the life cycle. We covered mammals, birds, fish, amphibians, insects and reptiles. Finally we did properties 
and states of matter, we sorted some materials into groups and learnt about solutions.” (Arthur) 
 
“At the end of this term we had an Easter egg hunt. We all were bursting with excitement as we ran onto the 
front lawn. I found my egg in a tree and had to jump to get it!! Mr Collie was the Easter Bunny; thank 
you!” (Henry)  
 
“We had a presentation by the National fruit show.I really enjoyed it. We got to try lots of different apples in-
cluding the kissabell apple which was sweet and pink on the inside. We also tried some apple crisps and a bit of a 
fruit bar. We were told that they use every part of the apple including the pulp and core. Afterwards we had a 
talk and tried all the food. We had the best apple juice ever made from the kissabell and we juiced them our-
selves. At the end they gave us apple scented stickers.” (Issy)   
 
“Also this term an author called Gianna Pollero came in and told us about how to write books and a few books 
she wrote. It was really interesting and the whole class really enjoyed it.” (Andrew) 
 
“French has been really fun this term. We have been learning about directions such as: Gauche (which means 
left), Droit (right) and lots more. We have also been learning an exciting song called ‘L'hymne de la Vie’ by Kids 
United. It has a great message behind it which is that children can take the lead in helping to solve climate 
change.” (Polly) 



 

 

SPRING TERM REPORT—PREP 6 

 
This has been, as it always is, the ‘quiet’ term before the manic term that is the Summer term with Prep 6! 
  
We have done a lot of work on school values this term, and Prep 6  enjoyed delivering our assembly on the val-
ues of curiosity, confidence, creativity, care and consideration, and 
craftsmanship. We are starting to think about the transition now to 
new schools; all of Prep 6 are happy with their choice of senior 
schools, and next term there will be all of the transition days and vari-
ous visits that are associated with moving on. 
  
There have been some lovely highlights of course, amongst other 
things a day out at Dandelion Time and watching the Prep 3 and 4 
show both spring to mind. 
  
Another academic highlight has been in English. Studying the explora-
tion of Shackleton on the Endurance ship in the Antarctic only to fin-
ish the topic at the same time as the Endurance was rediscovered un-
der the ice all these years later! A bit of genius preparation by Mr 
Reed which Prep 6 all appreciated!!! 
  
Lots of the Prep 6 children have received Half or Full Colours in vari-
ous disciplines and they’ve also been working hard towards achieving 
credits and gaining their challenge awards. 
  
There is one term left for Prep 6 and it is without doubt going to be busy 
with first aid training, Bikeability, the trip to France, the leavers’ show 
and assembly and the values week all alongside some visits to new 
schools, and some lessons in between! 
  
Happy Easter all!!! 
Mr Smith  



 

 


